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apparently, we've 
hated Calgarians 
before there was 
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Calgary ° 12 
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5 aatalae Bill quest to create his seminal “non-fiction novel,” In 
4 ee lup Cold Blood. As Hoffman's quick to point out, 
7 The High Cost of Low Prices however, it’s not a biography; rather, it’s a fictional 
8 Bob the Angry Flower movie about a real person who wrote a fictional 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Heroes & Zeroes 


Here is my 10th annual column of the 
year’s heroes and zeroes: 
Hero The residents of glittering 


66 Roots Sao Paulo, for embracing their city’s 
67 Theatre Notes ninth annual Pride parade, which in 
67 Arts Weekly June drew 2,000,000 people, the 
¥ largest Pride parade in the world. 
THE BACK Zero Brazil's Globo TV network for 


cutting a male-male kiss from its Ameri- 
ca soap opera on November 4, drawing 
the ire of a huge Brazilian TV audience 
that was larger than the one that tuned 
in the last World Cup soccer final. 


_ 68 Events Weekly 
69 Free Will Astrology 
69 Classifieds 
70 Alt Sex Column 


CUSTOMER 


10 19 cusTOMER KATA P R A, 
_ 


Heroes The 500 marchers who 
withstood huge booing crowds of anti- 
gay protestors in Bucharest’s first-ever 
Pride parade, and the 100 police-pro- 
tected marchers in Latvia’s first-ever 
Pride parade in the capital city of Riga. 

Iran, for executing gays and les- 
bians. Talk about being up Shiite’s creek. 

Zero CNN anchor Anderson 
Cooper for refusing to publicly come 
out. Will he continue to evade the sub- 
ject in his upcoming $1 million mem- 
oirs for HarperCollins? 

Zero Lesbo Mary Cheney, who 
chaired her father U.S. Vice President Dick 
Cheney’s anti-gay re-election campaign, 
and who also signed a book deal for her 
memoirs. Don't expect a mea culpa. 

Hero Maya Mercel-Keyes, the 
daughter of ultra-right Republican Alan 
Keyes, for defying her father and com- 
ing out as a proud dyke. 

Heroes Also for coming out: actor 
George Takei, 68, who played Mr. Sulu 
in Star Trek; singer Lesley Gore, 59, who 
took her song It’s My Party straight to 
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Paintings of 
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CORRECTION 


In the article entitled 
“Adieu adieu” (Vue 
Weekly, December 8-14, 
2005), it was 
misleadingly stated that 
the Sidetrack Café is 
closing down. 
This is untrue; 
rather, the 
Sidetrack 
will be 
vacating 
its old building 
and moving to a new 
location in February 
2006. We regret the 
error and apologize for 
any inconvenience it 
may have caused. 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


AMERICA: 
HURT! 


You know, say what you will about 
the United States being a massive, 
uncaring planet-striding colossus hell- 
bent on world domination, but 
dammit—that doesn’t mean they 
don’t have feelings. And really, 
shouldn’t our political leaders be 
doing more to ensure that said feel- 
ings remain unhurt? Well, the States 
sure seem to think so, as the U.S. 
ambassador to Canada sent a warn- 
ing to campaigning politicians on 
Monday to knock off the anti-Ameri- 
can rhetoric in the interest of main- 
taining the fantastic ideological and 
economical relationship that exists 
between our two countries. 

According to a report on ctv.ca, 
U.S. Ambassador David Wilkins issued 
the warning in a speech given to the 
Canadian Club at the Chateau Laurier 
in Ottawa. “I understand political 
expediency, but the last time I 
looked, the United States was not on 
the ballot for the January 23 elec- 
tion,” he said, before going on to 
remind Canadians just what an awe- 
some friendship we have, despite 
Canadians being a bunch of mean, 
critical dinks who are wrong all the 
time. “Just think about this: what if 
one of your best friends criticized you 
directly and incorrectly almost relent- 
lessly? What if that friend’s agenda 
was to highlight your perceived flaws 
while avoiding mentioning your suc- 
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cesses? What if that friend demanded 
respect but offered little in return? 
Wouldn’t that begin to sow the seeds 
of doubt in your mind about the 
strength of the friendship? 

“It may be smart election-year poli- 
tics to thump your chest and constant- 
ly criticize your friend and your 
number-one trading partner,” Wilkins 
continued, “but it is a slippery slope, 
and all of us should hope that it does- 
n’t have a long-term impact on the 
relationship.” 

Although Wilkins refrained from 
naming names, it’s clear he was refer- 
ring to scolding comments made last 
week by Prime Minister Martin, who 
rebuked the U.S.’s refusal to sign onto 
the Kyoto protocol to curb greenhouse 
gases and called for-shamesies on the 
States for failing to yield to a “global 
conscience” on climate change—a 
phrase Wilkins lobbed back at the Lib- 
eral leader in his speech. 

“The United States is, in fact, 
reducing emission and spending more 
money on tackling climate change 
than any other country in the world, 
having spent over $20 billion in the 
last five years,” Wilkins contended. “I 
would respectfully submit to you that 
when it comes to a ‘global conscience,’ 
the United States is walking the walk.” 

At this point, the crowd fell silent, 
waiting for Wilkins to give some sign 
that he was joking. As of press time, no 
such sign has come. 


ALBERTA: 
ALSO HURT! 


If you've had a hard time getting into 
the whole election spirit so far, it may 
not just be because it’s Christmas- 
time and, really, no one much cares 
about elections in the first place. 
Rather, it might just have something 
to do with the fact that, here we are, 
two weeks in, the three main party 
leaders have yet to visit Alberta on 
their campaign tours. 

According to a report from the 


CBC, only Green Party leader Jim Harris 
has found time to check in and see 
how Alberta's been doing, stopping in 
Edmonton over the weekend to call for 
improvements to elder care and intro- 
duce the candidates running in the 
area. As for everyone else, well, they 
haven't really made any concrete plans 
to visit our province quite yet, causing 
some Albertans to express bafflement 
that such a “powerhouse province” 
could be so thoroughly ignored. 

Says the CBC, the party leaders are 
instead focusing their attentions on 
the country’s so-called battleground 
areas, where the outcome of the elec- 
tion is not yet reasonably secure. And 
since Alberta, due to our awesome 
progressiveness, will quite predictably 
be once again voting Conservative in 
almost every riding, there really hasn't 
been much cause for politicians to 
come say hello. 

Conservative Party spokesman 
Stephen Carter says their leader 
Stephen Harper is likely to visit Alberta 
in the next two weeks, but he was 
reluctant to make any promises. 
“Stephen Harper best serves the party 
by being in Ontario and Quebec,” 
Carter told the CBC. “Because, at the 
end of the day, being in Alberta in not 
going to win us the government, and 
that’s what this is about.” 

Alberta is also pretty low down on 
the list for the NDP, who need to 
shore up votes in their traditional 
stomping grounds of Saskatchewan, 
coastal B.C. and northern Ontario. 
The Liberals, meanwhile, maintain 
that Martin is committed to traveling 
Canada as completely as possible, 
and will almost certainly be dropping 
in on Edmonton where the Liberals 
hope to hold on to the only two non- 
Conservative ridings in the province. 
Minister Anne McLellan is expected 
to have to fight to keep her riding in 
Edmonton, while their other seat, 
previously held by the now-indepen- 
dent MP David Kilgour, is considered 
a total wildcard. O 
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‘By DAVID BERRY 


Unsportsmanlike 


conduct 


You know, people say Stephen 


Harper lacks charisma, which may 
be true, but after Monday’s 
announcement that, if elected, his 


Conservatives would grant families 


with athletes under 16 tax credits 
up to $500 per child, you definitely 
can’t say he's not politically shrewd 
Harper knows full well that Canaci- 
ans love their sports—especially 
hockey, and Harper made the 
announcement at a rink in Que- 
bec—and that any politician with 
the stalwart courage to stand up 
and tell them he'll help their sports 
will likely see his popularity shoot 
up at least a few points. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean 
the move isn’t ridiculous and short- 
sighted, if it were to actually be 
implemented. You could point out 
that, like his proposed GST cut, this 
is essentially just another way to 
give more money back to people 
who already have enough of it; 
among the thousands spent on 
everything from registration to 
equipment to simple transport for 
minor athletes, $500 is a significant 
obstacle to almost no one—it’s 
either a drop in an SUV-sized buck- 
et, or not nearly enough for con- 
sideration to give up rent money 
so little Billy can pretend he’s 
Wayne Gretzky. 

But of course, that would be to 
forget that such a blatant bit of vote- 
buying would also mean less money 
for things like education, public ser 
vices, even healthcare. It’s nice that 
we want our children to get active 
and healthy, and maybe reduce 
those healthcare bills down the 
road, but how about giving $500 
per kid to every school to fund a 
fully functional athletics program, 
freeing up money from their bud- 
gets for things like textbooks? 
Maybe use it to increase the number 
of public-use facilities like parks and 
gyms and decrease the cost of those 
facilities so everyone can use them. 

But wait, sorry, what am! 
thinking: that doesn’t appease the 
middle-class, vicarious-living, ree 
ee-taunting hockey dad who can 
fathom the fact that $500 give? 
directly to him might mean $500 
less to give to somewhere else. And 
he certainly doesn’t seem to realize 
that $500 spent on something 
everyone can use is basically the 
same thing as spending $500 on 
him; he just doesn’t see it directly: 
Ah, so kudos to you, Stephen Harp- 
er: you'll have these people giving 
up the chance for kidney dialysis 
for a tax break on their drinking 
habit within the decade if you keep 
this stuff up. Just don’t take awa) 
their good ol’ hockey game. e! 
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ing to a recent poll, 56 per cent 
imericans say they agree with the 
nt, ‘Wal-Mart is bad for Ameri- 
The other 44 per cent work there.” 
Fey on Saturday Night Live 


iobert Greenwald first became 
interested in making a movie 
}Mabout Wal-Mart after talking to a 
eighbour who had recently been 
red by the retail giant. Knowing 
hat his friend had problems with 
health, Greenwald expressed 
ef that he would finally be get- 
g health insurance—only to be 
med that, in fact, Wal-Mart's in- 
e health insurance plan was too 
pensive for him to afford. What's 
ore, the company had given him 
idly instructions on how to 
ly for a state-subsidized health 
designed for low-income Cali- 
a residents. 

Shocked that a company so large 
ad profitable—if Wal-Mart were a 
puntry instead of a corporation, its 
sonomic Output would rank 20th in 
ie world—would offload its respon- 
bility to its employees onto public 
fograms, he and his staff began 
ioking more deeply into the mis- 
eds of the world’s biggest and most 
thless retailer. Greenwald’s new 
cumentary Wal-Mart: The High 
st of Low Price features testimo- 
from a wide gallery of ordinary 
ople, all of whom wish Wal-Mart 
i never come into their lives. We 
‘ar from former employees (from 
shiers to managers to union- 
sters), small business owners forced 
elose up shop after Wal-Mart came 
town, Third World factory workers 
id all sorts of ministers and activists 
king on a local level to prevent 
¥ Wal-Mart outlets from opening 
: eir communities. “The structure 
he film is the structure of one of 
se multi-character disaster movies 
the ’70s," says Greenwald over 
Phone from his very busy office 
os Angeles. “It’s like The Towering 
r o==Only, here, the disaster is 


cenwald says the culture of 


sumentary muckraker Robert 
reenwald takes on Wal-Mart in 
The High Cost of Low Price 


fear and toe-the-line paranoia that 
Wal-Mart creates in the workplace— 
deliberately so, according to Green- 
wald—made it unexpectedly difficult 
for him and his team to find people 
willing to criticize the company on 
camera, (That fear of corporate retal- 
iation extends far beyond Wal-Mart's 
frontline corps of demoralized mini- 
mum-wagers; Greenwald says that a 
couple of unnamed Hollywood fig- 
ures had originally agreed to donate 
much of the budget for the film, 
only to pull out of the deal for fear 
that Wal-Mart would respond by 
refusing to stock their films.) 


EVEN SO, Greenwald has collected 
enough anecdotes for his film to add 
up to more than just a bunch of iso- 
lated gripes and grievances. “It was a 
conscious decision I made, that the 
way to deal with Wal-Mart's size was 
to go small,” Greenwald says. “The 
way to go was to tell powerful true- 
life stories more than experts. And 
that led to all these amazing people 
we found.” Those people include 
Phenix Montgomery, an African- 
American man who talks about 
being constantly subjected to racist 
jokes and comments while working 
at Wal-Mart; and Edith Arana, an 
African-American woman who 
describes asking her boss for a pro- 
motion after six years of dedicated 
work and being told that Wal-Mart 
management had no place “for peo- 
ple like you.” Donna Lisenby, a 
riverkeeper in Belmont, North Car- 
olina, describes her long, aggravat- 
ing campaign to get Wal-Mart to 
stop storing leaking bags of garden 
supplies in their parking lot, a prac- 
tice that allowed a stream of toxic 
chemicals to flow into the river that 
provided the community with its 
drinking water. 

And then we move higher up in 
the food chain, to the white-collar 
guys whose job it was to put Wal- 
Mart policy into action: operations 
managers who describe the money 
and resources Wal-Mart pours into 
intimidating its employees for form- 


ing unions, Wal-Mart's practice of 
hiring illegal aliens as cleaning staffs 
and locking them in the stores 
overnight, the methods Wal-Mart 
uses to coerce employees to work 
unpaid overtime and then shave 
more hours off their paycheques. 
One of Greenwald’s most powerful 
sequences is a montage of empty 
small-town streets and boarded-up 
storefronts; everyone knows the dev- 
astating effect the presence of a Wal- 
Mart can have on nearby small 
businesses, but this segment really 
captures the way big-box outlets 
seem to suck all the life and energy 
out of the entire community that 
those businesses once served. 


GREENWALD PROFILES two families 
in particular who have been forced 
out of business by Wal-Mart: the 
Esrys, who used to run Esry’s Grocery 
in Hamilton, Missouri, and the 
Hunters, who operated H&H Hard- 


ware in Middlefield, Ohio. They're 
both dyed-in-the-woo! heartland-of- 
America types with flags waving out- 
side their homes and “Sportsmen for 
Bush” bumper stickers on their 
trucks—precisely the opposite group 
from the ones who made up most of 
the audience for Greenwald's previ- 
ous exercises in low-budget left-wing 
agitprop, which include Unprecedent- 
ed: The 2000 Political Election, Uncov- 
ered: The Whole Truth About the War in 
Iraq and Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch’s 
War on Journalism. They still proclaim 
their belief in the free enterprise sys- 
tem, but they seem almost shell- 
shocked by their encounter with 
Wal-Mart's scorched-earth brand of 
capitalism, and quietly embittered by 
the knowledge that Wal-Mart 
received hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in government subsidies to set 
up shop when they themselves never 
received a penny. That sense of 
betrayal is echoed by Jim Bill Lynn, 
who was hired to inspect Wal-Mart's 


overseas factories and document any 
unsafe or inhumane working condi- 
tions. Shocked into tears by the 
squalor he witnessed, Lynn (an 
ardent Wal-Mart disciple who tells 
Greenwald, “If you cut me, I would 
have bled Wal-Mart blue”) reported 
the violations to his bosses—who 
responded by firing him. 

Then there's the disturbing sec- 
tion about Wal-Mart's vast and noto- 
tiously dangerous parking lots, the 
site of countless muggings, thefts, 
assaults and rapes, crimes which 
could be cut to virtually zero simply 
by adding some security cameras 
and having a few security guards 
patrol the area in golf carts, an 
investment Wal-Mart has historically 
refused to make—although a recent 
wave of lawsuits may force them to 
reconsider their policy. (Many Wal- 
Marts had security cameras on the 
premises, but they were designed to 
catch potential union organizers, 
not criminals.) Add in telling fac- 
toids about the Walton family, the 
shadowy, unimaginably wealthy 
clan that still controls the company, 
and their abysmal record of con 
tributing to charity and the impres 
sion you're left with is of a company 
that seems nakedly indifferent to 
anything that happens outside the 
four walls of their stores. 

“1 don’t think [the Waltons] 
deliberately set out to destroy peo- 
ple,” Greenwald says. “I don’t think 
that’s their mission in life. But on 
the other hand, the fact that they are 
destroying people is not relevant in 
any of their calculations, which are 
all about squeezing the last nickel 
out of everybody’s pocket... It’s the 
worst of corporate excess taken to 
the extreme. Anything is okay, so 
long as you make another nickel out 
of it. But I don’t think that’s the way 
most people feel, and | think [with 
this film], we have a chance to affect 
them and change their behaviour.” 


TO SOME EXTENT, Greenwald could 
be said to be using Wal-Mart's meth- 
ods against them: like most of their 
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merchandise, The High Cost of Low 
Price was made quickly, cheaply and 
is now availabie at every-day bar- 
gain-basement prices. (The film was 
budgeted at $1.8 million; | picked up 
my copy of the DVD for a little over 
$10.) And like most of Greenwald's 
films, The High Cost of Low Price suf- 
fers not just from its low budget but 
from the artlessness of its director. 
Greenwald is not a director whose 
natural mode is subtlety or indirec- 
tion—New Yorker film critic David 
Denby accurately described it as “the 
cinematic equivalent of a smudged 
pamphlet distributed on the street.” 
My God, but Greenwald really needs 
to hire a better graphics person; the 
film ends with a cringe-inducing 
montage celebrating the grassroots 
anti-Wal-Mart movement, complete 
with gospel music on the soundtrack 
and the word “VICTORY” embla- 
zoned, literally in burning letters, 
across the screen. 

But why waste precious time 
making fun of Greenwald's hack- 
director tendencies? (Did I mention 
that his directing credits include 
Olivia Newton-John’s roller-disco 
camp classic Xanadu and the 1979 
TY-movie Flatbed Annie and Sweet- 
iepie: Lady Truckers?) Roll your eyes 
all you like: the film still does a 
more than effective job of confirm- 
ing all your worst suspicions about 
Wal-Mart. And besides, making fun 
of Greenwald’s filmography is Wal- 
Mart’s job: they've gathered excerpts 
from the worst reviews Greenwald 
has received over the last 25 years 
and included them in a press kit 
designed to discredit Greenwald and 
combat negative P.R. arising from his 
film. The High Cost of Low Price has 
not received a proper theatrical 
release—Greenwald is following the 
successful model! of his previous doc- 
umentaries, bypassing the conven- 
tional distribution model in favour 
of a network of small-scale, informal 
“viewing parties”—but it’s been 
favourably reviewed by enough 
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12/13/05, Party season 


Movieland elegance is the first casualty 
of an open-bar company Christmas 
party; when they're free-pouring over at 
the back, the champagne flutes up at 
the sign-in table go ignored. As employ- 
ees/spouses/partners/partycrashers min- 
gle, gossip and gawk, as the D} plays 
holiday standards and party hits, as din- 
ner is served and cleared, as the enter- 
tainers struggle with power failures and 
wonky mics, the bubbly loses its life, 
tiny pearls of CO2 rising up one by one 
over the hours to join the greenhouse 
effect... by the End Times it's a flat, 
warm, yellow potion, stanky like wet 
dog. Whatever. Down the hatch! 

| didn’t mean to stay that late, how- 
ever late it ended up being. Exhausted 
from a weeklong cold/flu thing and 
(relative; very relative) overwork, I'd 
intended on a lightning raid on the 
wine bar and a quick sortie against the 
canapés table, staying just long enough 
to get just buzzed enough to bust out 
some kind of semi-scandalous harangue 
before going home to join my room- 
mate’s dope-smoking beer party (also 
work-related) already in progress. | did- 
n‘t even know it was a sit-down dinner; 
by the time | wised up it was too late to 
make an escape. 

So much for recovering from a cold; 
between that party attack (and whatev- 
er happened afterward; photos report a 


| lot of hugging) and the next night's, the 


terrorist micro-organisms that were 
once launching their insurgency from 
the relatively exposed highlands of my 
sinus cavity have been driven deep into 
hidden cave complexes somewhere in 
my chest. It’s been a week; my 
diaphragm’s been getting a real work- 
out. Are there bodybuilding categories 
for non-skeletal muscles? Because right 
now, with the right hardware and minor 


_ surgery; could probably lift a mi— 
~ Shit! Power failure; | guess some 
jackass working on the Strathcona 
library renovations drove a crane into an_ 
overhead pole. Where was | going with 
‘that internal-muscle thing? Doesn’. 
matter; while the juice was shorted, | 
took a nice candlelit shower with an 
added bonus: no vent fan meant I could 
do the ol’ Poor Man’s steamroom with. 
out guilt. just me, a leftover Pilsne, 
Urquell, two Halloween-surplus eyebai| 
candles, a couple dozen cubic metres o; 
hot water vapour, and a copy of the 
Sun. | feel like a million bucks. Did yo, 
know there's an election going on? 

\'d kind of almost forgotten, myself 
figured I’d get up to speed come Jany 
ary. But, man, as soon as my back’; 
turned... beer and popcom! | can’t beliey: 
this shit’s gonna be The Issue. The Libe; 
als (“the Ottawa Liberals” as the Sun calls 
them; great team name, makes me thin} 
of ’80s-style hockey hedonism) are being 
taken to task because this one communi 
cations dude makes an off-the-cuj 
remark to the effect lots of people would ' 
blow $1,200 a year in no-strings free 
money (sorry; “their own tax dollars”) on 
stupid, self-indulgent shit rather thay 
sinking it into some kind of special child. 
care fund. Well, no shit; how is this evey , 
a debateable issue? Harper and his Maple 
Leaf Republicans want to use it as an 
example of how arrogant and elitist the 
Lie-berals are... this from the political 
wing that has and always will have noth. 
ing but disdain and suspicion for every 
one currently receiving “handouts” of 
“taxpayer money”? | guess if the cash 
money comes from a Conservative gov- 
ernment it'll magically do what it’s sup- 
posed to, unlike money that comes from | 
tax-and-spend nanny-state Socialist wel- 
fare programs. 

What is it with right-wing politicians 
and their craze for cutting everybody 
cheques? I'm not sold on the Liberals’ 
nationwide institutional daycare plans— 
| mean, come on—but | know you can’t 
solve a systemic social problem by flying 
cross-country, dumping money out of a 
plane and letting the Market decide 
The Market doesn’t want—doesn’t want 
you to want—affordable childcare; the 
Market wants beer and popcorn. And so 
do |. Mostly beer, though; | still have a 
sore throat. O 


By DAVID YOUNG 
anno TB PLAYER 


Last week was one of only two Eastern 
road trips this season for the Oilers with 
the new Western Conference-heavy 
schedule. The Oil left Philadelphia’s 
Wachovia Centre two points richer after 
a tough 3-2 win last Thursday, then visit- 
ed Mike Peca’s former stomping grounds 
to give up a 3-2 shootout loss to the 
New York Islanders. A visit to the strug- 
gling New Jersey Devils resulted in a sec- 
ond shootout loss. All in all, four points 
out of six on three road games. 


You mean we have to win 
more? 


The Oilers are now five games over 
.500, but will that be good enough? 
Theoretically, with the new scoring sys- 
tem, a team could end the season with 
a .500 rating and still have 123 points 
in the standings (that’s with 41 wins 
and 41 OT or shootout losses). | know 
this is ridiculous and no team is ina 
position to do so, but it does illustrate 
how many more points are up for 
grabs out there. Just to make the play- 
offs, 100 points or more may be a min- 
imum. (TB) 


The future looks Blake 


On Tuesday, the Oilers traded good 
old Future Considerations to the St. 
Louis Blues for young prospect Blake 
Evans of Smiley, Saskatchewan 
(coolest hometown name ever?). 
Evans finished with 102 points for the 
WHL’s Tri-City Americans and the 
Regina Pats in the 2000-01 season, 
just behind former Kootenay Ice star 


Jarret Stoll’s 106 points. (DY) 


Hockey nerds, 
this one’s for you 


It's been a relatively slow week for the 
Oilers, so TB has finally decided to 
dust off the “NHL Name Game” he’s 
been working on for years now. 
What, dare you ask, is the “Name 
Game”? It’s a simple (naturally —DY) 
yet clever (that’s right, “clever” —TB) 
name association exercise in which 
you take an NHL player’s name and 
match it to an appropriate on-ice 
action with hopefully funny results. 
Let's play! 


Pulled down by Weight. Kicked ahead 
by Foote. Coughed up by Zelepukin 
(my personal favourite). Three quick 
goals by Fleury. Lanced by Boyle. 
Served up by Cooke. Checked by 
Cross. It’s curtains for Draper. Drake 
ducks out of the way. Emery up the 
boards. Reeled in by Fisher. Well played 
by Fiddler. A screamer by Hinote. Lit 
up by Lampman. Downed by Law. 


Dealt by Pushor. Protected by Shields. 
Delayed by Staal. Belted by Van Allen. 
A blast from Winchester. A good one 
from Zinger. (TB) 


Begin starts the game. Bonk hits the 
boards. Woken up by Coffey. Friesen 
ices the puck. Rookie mistake by 
Green. Put in the crosshairs by Hunter. 
Puck cleared by Kalinin. Neat play by 
Keane. Left hanging by Lynch. Nicholls 
makes a change. A laser shot by Ray. 
Hemmed in by Taylor. Blanketed by 
Woolley. Caught by Webb. Enclosed by 
Walz. A big noise made by Bellows. Or 
Yelle. Or Haller. (DY) 


Which keeper to keep? 


With a confident performance by Ty 
Conklin in New Jersey, the Oilers 
once again have a three-way battle 
for a starting goaltender’s position. 
Jussi Markkanen, the lone Finn com- 
peting against two Americans (Alas- 
ka’s Conklin and Massachusetts’s 
Mike Morrison), still looks the most 
consistent of the trio, but Conklin 


has shown he will do all he can to 
avoid another stint in the AHL. While 
all three goalies lack the star powe' 
of a Miikka Kiprusoff, it must be 
noted that Kiprusoff himself was cut 
loose from the San Jose Sharks, 4 
team that was in a similar position a 
the Oilers are now with Kipper, Evge- 
ny Nabokov and Vesa Toskala on the 
roster. Unfortunately, the odd man 
out went on to put Calgary as close 
to their second Cup as a team could 
get and is still unconscious in net for 
the Flames. Hopefully whichever 
goalie the Oilers wind up parting 
with doesn’t do the same—especially 
not for Calgary. (DY) © 


If you have any fun facts, bad puns, 0! 
just wanna berate us, send us a letter a! 
inthebox@vueweekly.com. If we prin! 
your letter, you will receive the infinite jo) 
of seeing your name in print, as well a 
the possibility of having us making fun al 
you in the column! 
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Veteran foreign reporter 
Michae! Maclear examines 
White South African 
thought in the decade 
since the end of apartheid 
with A Town in Africa 


By JEREMY DERKSEN 


re than a decade has passed since South 
ca officially abolished Apartheid and 
instituted majority rule, and during that 
time the amount of press devoted to the country 
has fallen dramatically. But the new documen- 
tary A Town in Africa refocuses interest on the 
country, investigating the current state of race 
relations within the context of one small town. 

So much of current television reporting and 
documentary filmmaking emphasizes human 
tragedy or catastrophe. By contrast, director 
Michael Maclear’s A Town in Africa, premiering 
this Monday (December 19) on the History 
Channel, offers a different approach that relies 
heavily on Maclear’s experience as a veteran for- 
eign reporter who has covered the Vietnam War 
and the apartheid era in 
South Africa. Rather than sen- 
sationalize, the director cre- 
ates a stunning visual and 
emotional biopsy of a land that has struggled 
with racial conflict, poverty and disease, all the 
while avoiding soapbox editorializing and let- 
ting his subjects speak for themselves. 

As Maclear explains, the making of this film 
Was a voyage of personal discovery as well, as he 
met family he never knew existed and traced 
part of his lineage along the way, and the film 
uses this very personal aspect as a portal to 
investigate the changes in South African cul- 
ture. By putting one town under a microscope 
and examining the opinions and beliefs of a 
smail cross-section of people (including the 
director's extended family), this documentary 
creates real drama while raising critical ques- 
tions about the conditions in South Africa. Vue 
Weekly recently had the opportunity to speak 
with Maclear about the situation in South Africa 
and his experiences on the 30-day film shoot. 
Here are the highlights of our conversation. 


Vue Weekly: What was it like reporting on 
South Africa back in the 1960s? 

Michael Maclear: The first time I was in 
South Africa I was shocked at the extent of 
apartheid; it was so brutal, so inhumane. You 
never quite get over that, so going back it was a 
huge change; it’s all vanished. What remains is 


‘ the social disparity. 


During that trip in the ‘60s, we talked to 


, ‘everybody—from the prime minister to white 
‘liberals, renowned author Alan Payton, univer- 


Sity students, black miners, and they knew 
what was coming. We experienced it in Dur- 
ban, where they had the riots you see the after- 


Vian about Jown 
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math of in the film. We’d been intending to 
film in that township that evening, but we 
were tired so we postponed it. We woke up in 
the morning to learn that nine policemen had 
been killed during the riots that night, so we 
went in and filmed the smouldering ash of the 
tiot. It was a totally unpredictable situation. 

Now, coming back, the biggest surprise for 
me was the shantytowns and how big they are. 
The country just doesn’t have the resources to 
provide the employment, build better houses 
and so on. The often quite graphic contrast you 
see in the film is the disparity between white 
and black people. The whites have more or less 
what they had before, except now without the 
tension. Well, maybe that’s harsh—they do 
want to see resolution on these issues; they 
want to contribute and do their part, but don’t 
always know the best way to do it. 

VW: What was the filming like this time? 

MM: It was a hard shoot because we trav- 
elled a great deal. We put about 2,000 kilome- 
tres on the Grand Cherokee jeep, which was the 
only vehicle we could get up into some of the 
terrain. In the case of whites there, they had 
feared so much would happen with majority 
tule, but now there’s a kind of expectation that 
nothing will go wrong—and, to my mind, a 
lack of debate on the subject. In the film, one 
farmer argues that the whites 
have to contribute more of 
their skills and time, other- 
wise the whole thing could 
fall apart. 1 think that too many people see the 
worst didn’t happen, so now they're willing to 
sort of coast along. They're too complacent. 

VW: Especially when you consider there 
are significant social issues there right now— 
AIDS, poverty... 

MM: AIDS is the big issue in Africa, and it’s 
terrible. But because of it, we’ve overlooked 
another important issue: race relations and 
how well they're working out. That’s what I 
really wanted to get at. 

VW: It’s interesting that you examine the 
issue from a mostly white perspective, specifi- 
cally with your extended family. 

MM: That’s exactly what I wanted to do. 
We went into this with an open mind, because 
I'd never met any of them. They had no idea 
what to expect, nor did I, and I think they were 
pretty honest. I think what does come out is a 
lack of racial contact—that is the starting point, 
I think, that needs to be made. 

VW: Are there still undercurrents of fear 
and racism among some white Africans? 

MM: Not among the majority. There are 
still pockets of extremism, but I think they're 
the minority. I didn’t come across much racism 
on either side. All the whites I talked to, even 
the old Afrikaans, have accepted majority rule. 
They fear some of the social outcomes—land 
expropriation, for example—but majority rule 
is accepted, and that’s a big step. © 
A TOWN IN AFRICA 


Directed by Michael Maclear « History Television * 
Mon, Dec 19 (7 pm) 
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Three Dollar Bill 


Continued from page 5 


number one in 1963; and WNBA super- 
star Sheryl Swoopes. As for a gay male 
athlete coming out, Swoopes says, “I 
don’t see that happening anytime 
soon. But you know what? | didn’t real- 
ly see this happening either.” 

Zero Both the Navajo Nation and 
the Cherokee National Tribal Council 
for outlawing same-sex marriage. 

Zero The United Arab Emirates, for 
arresting gay men and forcing them to 
undergo hormone injections. 

Hero South Africa, whose highest 
court ruled December 1 that same-sex 
marriage must become the law of the 
land by the same date in 2006. That 
would make South Africa just the fifth 
nation in the world to legalize gay 
marriage, after The Netherlands, Bel- 
gium, Spain and Canada. 

Zero The world’s fourth-ranked 
tennis player Lleyton Hewitt, for 
screaming at an umpire and calling 
him a “poof” at a Davis Cup match in 
Sydney in July. 

Hero Melissa Etheridge, for her tri- 
umphant return from breast cancer 
performing Piece of My Heart at the 
Grammys, bald head and all. All royal- 
ties from her new single, “| Run for 
Life” will benefit breast cancer charities. 

Zero DC Comics for forcing a NYC 
gallery to close down a gay Batman & 
Robin exhibit in February. 

Zero Ford Motor Company for 
reportedly pulling all future ads in gay 
publications to counter a boycott by the 
anti-gay American Family Association. 
Have you driven a Ford lately? | won't. 

Zero Damian Marley, who told the 
Evening Standard, “Me have more 
problem with lesbians [than gay men] 


Wal-Mart 


Continued from page 7 


major media outlets for Wal-Mart to 
get worried. 


WAL-MART'S AGGRESSIVE 
RESPONSE is part of a much larger 
campaign to rehabilitate its tattered 
public image. Beset by people like 
Greenwald and like-minded organiza- 
tions like Wake Up Wal-Mart and 
Wal-Mart Watch (not to mention bat- 
tered by falling stock prices), the com- 
pany recently set up a so-called “war 
room,” staffed by experienced politi- 
cal operatives like Ronald Reagan's 
onetime image consultant Michael 
Deaver and Bill Clinton's former 
media advisor Leslie Dach, to get the 
company’s message into the media 
and nip bad publicity in the bud. 
They’re also currently promoting a 
rival, pro-Wal-Mart documentary 
entitled Why Wal-Mart Works and 
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because there’s less girls for us.” 

Zero The Washington Blade—Ameri- 
ca’s once-proud gay newspaper of 
record—for publishing the awful columns 
of anti-gay faggot Jeff Gannon, as well as 
Blade editor Chris Crain for unfairly trash- 
ing Montreal's 2006 OutGames. 

Hero San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom for coming out in support of 
Montreal’s 2006 OutGames. 

Zero Parti Quebecois leader Andre 
Boisclair. Need | say more? 

Zero The Ku Klux Klan, for protest- 
ing gay marriage in the heart of 
George Dubya country at a Texas rally 
at Austin city hall on November 12. 

Heroes Gays and lesbians who 
passed away in 2005: American gay 
rights pioneer and a friend of this col- 
umn, Jack Nichols; Canadian gay-rights 
pioneer George Hislop; Graham Payn, 
partner of the late Noel Coward; and 
Jeanette Schmid, Austria’s last profes- 
sional whistler. Schmid, born as a man in 
what is now the Czech Republic, under- 
went a sex change in Cairo in 1964. 

Hero Elton John, who gave 
$50,000 to Nepal’s only gay rights 
group, the Blue Diamond Society, fol- 
lowing the September arrests and tor- 
ture of transgendered people in Nepal. 

Hero Hip hop superstar Kanye West, 
who said in September, “I’m still trying 
to get over my own homophobia. | still 
wouldn't feel comfortable at a gay bar. | 
wouldn't go to a gay parade. | don’t 
know if I’m in favour of gay marriage or 
not.... People said to me, ‘Were you 
scared of speaking out against George 
Bush [after Hurricane Katrina]?’ No. The 
bravest thing | did this year was speak- 
ing out against homophobia. That's a 
scarier topic, because if you bring it up, 
people think you must be gay. But you 
don’t have to be gay to not gay-bash 
We're a very close-minded people.” © 


Why That Makes Some People Crazy. 
Wal-Mart's tactics haven't driven 
Greenwald crazy yet. If anything, 
he’s encouraged by them. “They're 
doing classically the worst possible 
thing,” he says, “which is to respond 
with spin instead of substance 
They're spending millions and mil- 
lions of dollars on spinmeisters and 
political hacks instead of asking 
themselves, ‘How are we going to 
change policy?’... And Wal-Mart's got 
a serious problem. J mean, the end- 
ing of the film is the real deal—lots 
and lots of communities have orga- 
nized to stop them. And they’ve 
alienated so many homeowners and 
so many small business people that I 
think they’re going to have to 
change. This isn’t a political party, 
remember; these are customers.” © 


WAL-MART: 
THE HIGH COST OF LOW PRICE 
Directed by Robert Greenwald * 
Now on DVD 
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Don't tet your Christmas be a 


pique gift ideas 


MR. BENDY. ADMIRAL WINKY. OLD ONE EYE. STUBBY MAGEE, 
PEPITO. THE TICKLE PICKLE. THE SPERMINATOR, FIREMAN 
FRED. THE BIG BAGUETTE, PROFESSOR PEEPERS, THE BALD 
AVENGER.SLIM JIM AND THE TWINS, CAPTAIN HOWDY, MISTER 
HOO HOO ESQUIRE. CYCLOPS. PURPLE HELMET WARRIOR. 
COLOSSUS. HANDY ANDY. EXCALIBUR. DING-A-LING. JOJO THE 
CIRCUS CLOWN. TALLYWACKER, BUTT PIRATE.\ BUBBA. 
PJAWGEN. TUBE STEAK. MIGHTY ANNACONDA. THE STAIN- 
MAKER 2000. JIMMER JAMMER. MARY MAKER, CHICKEN 
BASTER. JACKHAMMER. BAGPIPE. BALONEY PONY. BOI TOI. 
SUPER SOAKER. BLUENOSE 8. ROTO ROOTER. CRUISING 
MISSILE. ROUGH STUFF. MINI ME. LOVE PUMP. MR. HAPPY, CHIN 
CHIN, BEAR BAIT, CHOKE POLE, ANKLE SPANKER. BIG, 
VLAD THE IMPALER, JERKIN GHERKIN, UPRIGHT CITIZEN, 


Whatever you call it, thanks for keeping it safe. 


GayMenPlaySafe.com 


Produced by AIDS Vancouver end 4 national t 


eu tw eo US? 


Tell us what you think of the latest national 
HIV prevention campaign for gay men 


Do the survey @ GayMenPlaySafe.com 


All online survey participants are eligible to win 
a $300 gift certificate from PIkIAPE 


Local artists’ 
bazaar Arts vs. 
Crafts returns for a 
holiday bonanza 


By KRISTINE OWRAM 


ton’s culture (or lack thereof) but 

it’s hard to deny that we have a 
pretty impressive local art scene for a 
city our size. And that art scene just 
got a little more interesting recently 
with the introduction of Arts vs. 
Crafts, a craft show for local artists 
who might not feel entirely at home 
at some of the city’s more main- 
stream shows. 

“A lot of the things we sell are 
really different,” explains Tess 
DeHoog, local craftsperson and 
founder of Arts vs. Crafts. “You may 
find something knitted, but instead 
of it being pink with a snowman on 
it, it’s black and white with a skull 
on it. There's a different aesthetic: I 
think a lot of people at Arts vs. 
Crafts are taking the old crafts and 
art that have been done for ages and 
putting a more contemporary, punk 
rock, independent spin on it.” 

DeHoog, who was inspired by 
similar sales in Vancouver and the 
U.S., held her first Arts vs. Crafts sale 
in October. It was such a resounding 
success that she decided at the last 


Ss: what you will about Edmon- 


minute to throw together another 
one in time for Christmas. “I’m very 
pleasantly surprised at how well it’s 
doing and just how many people are 
excited and interested,” says 


_{PRESENTS! 


DeHoog. “I put out word back in 
August for the first one, and imme- 
diately tons of people started con- 
tacting me. Even now, with the 
second sale, tons of people are still 
contacting me, hoping to get 
involved, so I'm starting to regret 
not putting it in a bigger venue.” 


IT’S NOT SURPRISING there's been 
so much excitement about Arts vs. 


Crafts. After all, Edmonton has 
always had the creative talent for 
this kind of sale; someone just 
needed to come forward with a 
venue. DeHoog knows firsthand 
the frustration of trying to sell 
unconventional pieces at main- 
stream craft sales, and this is one of 
the main reasons she decided to 
develop her own. 

“] try to encourage people who 
are not very mainstream or who 
tend to not have other places to 
showcase their work,” she explains. 
“And especially crafters—I think 
that with artists there’s a lot more 
acceptance in being different, but 
any time you’re vaguely different 


SEE PAGE 14 


The 100-year war 


The Battle of Alberta 
digs deep into the 
history of Edmonton 
and Calgary’s 
hockey rivalry 


By DAVID BERRY 


en Steve Sandor answers the 
Weres: in his Toronto apart- 
ment, there’s an unmistakeable 
sound in the background. Well, 
unmistakeable to the right kind of 
ears—the kind of ears that pick out 
the sound of a skate carving a gouge 
in the ice through television speak- 
ers from the next room. Devoted 
hockey fan ears. - 

“I’m actually watching Min- 
nesota play right now, which is 
what your life comes to when 
you're waiting for things to do ona 
Saturday,” Sandor says as he turns 
down the television. “You have to 
be devoted to watch this game; this 
game is pitiful.” 

Sandor certainly fits the bill. A 
longtime freelancer for publications 
like ESPN the Magazine, former North 
American editor for European hockey 
rag Face-Off and the man who, more 
locally, ran the Edmonton Oilers’ Zone 
magazine for five years (and who also 
contributes to the magazine you're 
reading right now), Sandor has just 


completed The Battle of Alberta: A 
Century of Hockey’s Greatest 
Rivalry, an exhaustive look at the 
puck-fuelled war that has raged 
between Edmonton and Calgary since 
before there even was an Alberta to be 
battled for. And, as Sandor explains, 
there has indeed been a rivalry 
between the two cities for pretty 
much as long as there was hockey. 

“It amazes me how early in that 
rivalry games that were meant to be 
charity games and games that were 
meant to raise money for goodwill 
operations turned into ugly, ugly 
incidents on the ice,” explains San- 
dor, alluding to one particular inci- 
dent where a Calgary fireman lost an 
eye in a stick-swinging incident that 


=| NON-FICTION 


was followed by a bench-clearing 
brawl—in 1898. “By the time the 
province-is a province, the two cities 
are so entrenched in their hatred of 
one another that it just carries over 
from league to league—from junior 
hockey to senior hockey to amateur 
hockey to minor pro hockey all the 
way to the Oilers and Flames.” 


BUT DESPITE the two cities’ long 
and illustrious history of using sticks 
to maim one another, it’s the classic 
1980s Flames/Oilers battles that 
spring to mind when the words ‘Bat- 


Steven Sandie 


tle of Alberta’ come up. For Sandor, 
there are two particular moments 
from those unrepentantly vicious 
games—where line brawls were about 
as common as the Zamboni cleaning 
the ice and the number of dirty hits 
quite readily surpassed the clean 
ones—that define the modern battle. 
“No one is going to forget that 
goal,” says Sandor, meaning that 
goal, the goal that bounced off of 
Grant Fuhr’s leg and through the 
heart of an entire city; the goal that 
will forever make an Edmonton fan 
say the words “Steve Smith” with a 
bile-soaked disgust you would use to 
greet the man that killed your moth- 
er. “It will be remembered 20 years 
from now—it will be passed down, ~ 


SEE PAGE 15 
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Field work 


Centenaries are usually accompanied 
by a Janus gaze backwards and for- 
wards: one could see this at the 1908 
Quebec tercentenary, Canada’s centen- 
nial in 1967, and even during Alberta’s 
7Sth anniversary. By their measure, 
Alberta’s centennial has been a bit of a 
dud. Sure there’s been hoopla and 
rousing platitudes, but where is the 
real introspection? | have yet to hear of 
any broad, significant commissions of 
historians or artists to critique and 
explore the circuitry binding our 
province's past and present. 

Thankfully, reflection is being culti- 
vated elsewhere. “Acres of Dreams: 
Settling the Canadian Prairies,” a cen- 
tennial-inspired exhibition at the Cana- 
dian Museum of Civilization in Hull, 
Quebec, looks at the massive, candy- 
coated marketing campaign that 
seduced two million immigrants to the 
prairies and the nightmarish circum- 
stances many encountered. It was a 
campaign that produced images of the 
west that are with us to this day. 

And now, the University of Alberta 
Press has published John Conway's 


MacEwan ATB Financial 


4 _ . s 
amazing collection of photographs, 
Saskatchewan: Uncommon Views. 
The fruit of 12 years of photographing 
the province’s changing countryside, 
the collection is an unlikely centennial’ 
gift that grapples with the tensions 
between the province's collective 
imagination and the testament of the 
land. Conway’s photographs are dri- 
ven by questions: there is beauty 
here, yes, but it is not a pretty post- _ 
card end in itself; rather, the beauty is 
a crowbar used to pry open our habit- 
ual ways of seeing—the way we edit 
and ignore much of what we see 
around us. The result is a book that is 

‘soul-searching, ironic, invigourating, 
depressing, demystifying, and yet, in 
the end, that celebrates the enduring 
power of place and the transformative 
potential of dreams. 

The first photograph depicts a Yel- 
lowhead highway billboard that read 
“Future Home of Something.” It’s a 
poignant beginning for the exploration 
of a province that in its settlement 
phase was figured as a blank canvas 
awaiting European narratives. After 
establishing the familiar pastoral genre 
(bison spread on bald, snowy prairie) 
Conway shifts to the unexpected, to 
Saskatchewan's recreation as‘an indus- 
trial/scientific landscape. Many of these 
photographs centre around a man- 
made object that dialogues with or 
“interprets” its landscape context: 
signs next to plots of experimental 
crops; a row of piebald, rusting oil 
tanks in crop of barley; a tousled, 
Edward Burtnysky-esque grain tarp on 
a desolate field. In another, a pile of 
rocks and glacial erratics, plucked by a 
rock-picker from a stony field, becomes 
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by modern farming ideologies. Else- 
where, an abandoned farmstead (cov- 
ered with decades of high-school grad 
graffiti) becomes a stage for different 
rites of passage, while a landscape and 
animal mural in Duck Lake convenient- 
ly ignores the 1885 battle that put it 
on the map. 

Throughout, Conway records the 
land's exquisite, subtle range of tex- 
ture, as well as the centrality of the sky 
where the drama of light and clouds 
plays out. He captures, as few other 
have, the gorgeous clarity of winter 
light on the prairies—the pinkish- 
white light at the horizon dissipating 
to powdery cobalt—a light that moves 
me in ways that exceed mountains or 
seascapes. Though Conway occasion- 


~ ally places short texts alongside the 


photographs, the reader for the most 
part is left to identify their own the- 
matic progression. 

In the 1970s, writers asserted that 
Western Canada needs to be “written 
into being.” This makes sense. But the 
visual representations of a place are of 
similar importance. Saskatchewan's 
image continues to be swaying fields 
of grain, hip-roofed barns and grain 


elevators, a land still knit together in a* 


gloriously productive quarter-section 
patchwork. Fact is, family farms have 
dwindled and agribusiness now 
exploits the land on a mass scale—fill- 
ing sloughs, bulldozing copses and 
shelterbelts. The average farm size is 
now an astonishing 1,300 acres. 
Indeed, agriculture accounts for only 
seven per cent of the province’s GDP, 
with much of the rest coming from the 
under-mythologized stuff like potash 
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This ‘disjuncture, between imagina- 
tion and what one finds in the field, is 
what Conway records in his brilliant 
collection of photographs. Art historian 
Helen Marzolf’s introductory essay the- 
orizes Conway's “post-pastoral” pho- 
tographs, seeing them as visual 
anecdotes that correct “the distorting 
lens of nostalgia” and act as unflinch- 
ing “witness to inexorable change.” | 
would add that Conway picks up 
where people like poet Andy Suknaski 
or photographer Sandra Semchuk left 
off in their explorations of ancestral 
legacies and prairie landscape. By com- 
parison, Conway's vision is in a sense 
depersonalized, though no less valu- 
able. Untouched by layers of family 
memory, he examines the land 
through the lens of public history and 
the collective imagination. 

Alberta thirsts for this kind of “revi- 
sionist” book. The lunar devastation of 
the tar sands, the boreal forests slashed 
by seismic lines, the blighting of rural 
landscapes with dumps and power 
projects that benefit urban dwellers: all 
these cry out for a skilled photograph- 
er’s eye. But Alberta just may be too jit- 
tery with its own adrenaline these days 
to be so thoughtful. Saskatchewan has 
won and lost at Lady Fortune’s wheel 
and in doing so has developed a love- 
ly, quiet grace. Uncommon Views beau- 
tifully captures these provincial 
qualities in rich tableaux that capti- 
vates, surprises and challenges. By 
framing typical, “forgettable” views, 
Conway reveals, as Sharon Butala 
writes, “what strangers have failed to 
see, and what it would not occur to us 
to explain to others.” © 
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Continued from page 12. 


with a craft, you definitely tend to 
get shunned from the mainstream 
sales, or you just don’t do well 
because they don’t attract the kind 
of people who are interested in 
something different. 

“4 few of our vendors have done 
okay at mainstream craft sales, but | 
think a lot of people haven’t—! 
know I haven't,” she continues. 
“There are a couple of times that I’ve 
helped my mom, because she does 
bigger sales, and I’ve taken my stuff 
and people just kind of look at it like 
it’s nuts.” 


WHEN YOU PICTURE the stereotypi- 
cal craft-sale-attending set, this isn’t 
particularly surprising. DeHoog’s 
specialty is silkscreened children’s 
shirts with Lambrettas, skulls, 
robots, and other unconventional 
images on them. Other arts and 
crafts available will include every- 
thing from purses made out of old 
leather jackets and cowboy boots to 
discarded windows turned into recy- 
cled art. Various other items of DIY 
clothing and accessories will also be 
available, including Good Girl 
Threads’ purses made out of old 
books and record covers. 

As DeHoog explains, Arts vs 
Crafts is something that Edmonton 
sorely needed, not just from the 
perspective of the vendors, but 
from that of the shoppers as well. 
“For me, I was never able to find 
the things I like in the mall, so 
instead of always trying to mail- 
order them, I thought it would be a 
good idea to be able to have a place 
to buy them yourself,” says 
DeHoog. “And some of it I just 
can’t make myself—I’m just not 
that clever or that crafty, so it’s 
nice to have a venue to see other 
people’s stuff—stuff that you 
wouldn’t normally be able to find 
elsewhere.” © 
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° e other incident is somewhat 
of a happier one for Edmonton, 
which is odd considering it involved 
Marty McSorley (who would later go 
on to be charged with assault and 
banned from hockey after slashing 
fellow goon Donald Brashear in the 
head) spearing Flame Mike Bullard in 
the throat with his stick. However, as 


Sandor points out, the key to it all is 
that, to this day, the exact details of 
the incident remain undecided upon 
between fans. 


“THE SPEAR IS SOMETHING every- 
one remembers, but the great thing 
about that is, unlike the Steve Smith 
goal, everyone on either side remem- 
bers it totally differently,” he 
explains. “A Flames fan and an Oilers 
fan can watch video together, and 
one will be convinced he’s totally 
faking it, and the other will be, ‘No, 


McSorley’s a butcher.’ 

“You have to be very careful how 
you write that,” he adds, explaining 
that former Flame Perry Berezan gave 
him a very juicy bit of evidence in 
the dispute. “When he gave me that 
quote, ‘Oh, we all knew he wasn’t 
hurt,’ that was really incriminating. 
Some Oiler fan is going read that, 
and he's going to yell, ‘Vindication! 
Finally someone admits the truth!’” 

Sit down—we were right. Howev- 
er, as Sandor explains, there is one 
thing that has disappointed him 


with the Battle of Alberta of late: 
specifically, the bandwagon-jumping 
treachery of Edmonton fans in the 
2004 Flames Cup run. 

“| think it was great that all of 
Canada should have got behind it, 
but I think that Edmonton should 
have all been cheering for Tampa 
Bay,” he explains earnestly. “This 
might be the year we finally get to 
see the Oilers and Flames play in the 
playoffs again, and that would be 
great, because I would really like to 
see Oilers fans rebuild that good, 


solid hatred they have for the Cal- 
gary Flames. That would cement 
everything back right away, and the 
universe would return to its rightful 
place. We could get right back to t 
good old business of hating the Cal- 
gary Flames.” © 
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lovely mountain lumps 


there anywhere left in the world where you won't hear the Black Eyed Peas? Because Marmot's out for sure 


HRISTIE SCHULTZ 
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As I was grabbing some fruit 
from the buffet breakfast at the 
Sawridge Inn on the morning of 
my first ski day of the season, the 
man next to me asked about the 
conditions at Marmot. (I guess that 
wearing a touque to breakfast 
means that you risk being asked 
such questions.) I said that 1 wasn’t 
sure, but I’d heard it was decent. 


He immediately explained that he 
never skis until January, as he 
prefers to wait for more snow. | 


guess planning any ski trip in early 
December always involves the 
question, ‘will there be any snow’? 


Not unlike the first trip of the sea- 
son last year, this question nagged 
us all the way to Jasper. Was there 
any snow along the highway? No, 
but on the bright side this made 
the driving easy. Was there any 
snow when we got to town? Bare- 
ly... but, to be sure, this hardly 
matters. The first trip of the year is 
more about the anticipation of ski- 


ing. At least, it’s a good thing that 
during my brief exchange at the 
fruit table, I convinced myself that 
excitement about skiing is almost 
as good as actually skiing. 

I say this because our warm-up 
run was followed by a long wait in 
line for the Eagle Express Quad 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Chair, Just before my partner and I 
were about to get on the chair with 
plans to make our way over to 
another chair to rid ourselves of our 
Bambi legs, the quad stopped. So 
we waited. We shared friendly ban- 
ter with other pairs in line, antici- 
D the hyper-efficient restart of 
t PereeMe listened to the 
veeaee radio station, sponsoring 
the day with plenty of urban music. 
And we waited. 


ALTHOUGH THIS WAS a somewhat 
ignominious start to the day, the hill 
staff worked diligently to get us back 
up on the hill. Nonetheless, anticipa- 
tion was ours to enjoy. After about 


15 minutes, they started to unload * 


the skiers and boarders who had 
been stuck in the chairlift. At that 
point, the Eagle Express closed and 
the “next door” Tranquilizer Chair 
opened to give staff time to fix the 
lift problem. The front of the Eagle 
line magically became the back of 
the Tranquilizer line. Another 30 
minutes later, we finally headed back 
up the mountain. At least this gave 
us the opportunity to listen to all the 
words of the song “My Humps” by 
the Black Eyed Peas, courtesy of the 
- Bounce. And, thankfully, there was 
no end of giggles when we realized 
that our “lovely lady lumps” really 
preferred the cushy seats of the Eagle 
Express to the old metal chair taking 
us up the mountain. 

Despite the delay we were pretty 
happy to simply be skiing, to have 
our anticipation fulfilled. And the 
Eagle Express opened again shortly 
after, so apparently there aren’t any 
lasting problems. The Knob Chair, 
the highest chairlift on the hill, was 
open for part of our day there as 
well and appears to be open now for 
the season. 

We spent the rest of the day away 
from the site of our “anticipation” in 
line and enjoyed the runs from Par- 
adise chair and the Eagle Ridge quad 
chair. Although not bad on the 
whole, in some places conditions 
were marginal and a bit icy. Basin 
Run, near the mid-mountain Par- 
adise Chalet, was in the roughest 
shape, owing to the fact that as the 
feeder run between the upper and 
lower parts of the mountain, it is one 
of the heaviest tracked runs. Skiing 
this run gave us a few rock-avoidance 
lessons, or examples of “the humps, 
the humps, the lovely mountain’s 
lumps,” as we took to calling them. 
But, all in all, there was enough 
snow in places to remind an excited 
skier that a return trip is in order. 


THE IMPRESSIVE PART, overall, is 
that plenty of runs were open and 
almost all lifts were operational. It 
Was also nice that, with invitingly 
Warm temperatures, the mountain 
Was surprisingly uncrowded. This 
too is an added bonus of early-sea- 
son skiing—the people you meet at 
the fruit table in December aren’t 
necessarily going to join you on 
the slopes that day. Besides, Jasper 
Teally is the mountain playground 


for Edmontonians. It’s only a four- 
hour drive from town, and it’s a 
beautiful drive, too, especially in 
winter as you race the low traveling 
sun westwards towards the moun- 
tains. And there are plenty of deals 
to find as well. We stayed at the 
Sawridge Inn, for instance, a com- 
fortable spot that offers some 
tempting ski packages throughout 
the season. 

For those who may be planning 
a ski getaway soon, keep in mind 
that aprés ski activity in Jasper is 
limited through most of December. 
For shoppers and partiers, the town 
really gets hopping once the famed 
“Jasper in January” winter festival 
begins. Right now, while most of 
the town’s restaurants are open, 
the shops close earlier than they do 
in January or the summer high sea- 
son. However, simple aprés ski has 
its advantages. Without the lure of 
shopping and because the night 
was unseasonably warm—only 
about five degrees below zero—we 
had a chance to walk off some lac- 
tic acid while enjoying the moun- 
tain stars and listening to the slow 
moving Jasper trains. Of course, it 
was still chilly enough that warm- 
ing up afterwards in the Sawridge’s 
hot tub and sauna seemed like a 
good idea. 

I’m eager for my next date with 
the slopes, but I think I'll wait for a 
bit more snow. I guess this means I 
can continue to enjoy the thrill of 
anticipation a little while longer. @ 
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Knockin’ on 


Norquay’s door 


Twelve minutes from the front door to the ski hill—now that’s the life 


By LACHLAN MACKINTOSH 


y wife, toddler and I moved 
ie to Banff this past summer, 
and now that the snow has 
fallen, I’m enjoying the winter bene- 
fits. This past Sunday, I drove to 
Norquay—and from our driveway to 
popping the trunk at the hill, it took 
only 12 minutes. 
Norquay bills itself as “Banff’s 
Best Kept Secret,” and it just may be. 


The views are stunning. Even the 
drive up or down from Norquay 
affords better views than the Gondo- 


la that whisks busloads of tourists to 
the top of Sulphur Mountain every 
day. I’m listening to Paul Westerberg 


as I drive the switch-backing road up 
to the resort, the muck of gravel, 
brown slush and super tight corners 
somehow perfectly punctuated by 
Westerberg’s jangly guitar and voice 
After only a half dozen gear shifts, 
the parking lot is upon us. 

For locals, Norquay is where you 
take off for a couple of hours or an 
afternoon of skiing. As I disembark 


PH: 780-413-6050 
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off the Mystic Express high-speed 
quad chair, I see the family doctor 
who delivered our daughter at Min- 
eral Springs Hospital. She skis off 
toward a blue run and then with a 
few controlled, arcing turns, veers 
right and disappears down a black 
diamond. 

As a kid in Calgary during the 
late ‘70s, I recall how the North 


www. flyairnorth.com for your flight. Call 867-668-8660 for your free cd rom or 
checkout www. yukonpowderhounds.com for powder info and . 
www.visitwhitehorse.com for Whitehorse info. : 
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American run at Norquay was spo- 
ken of with the sort of intense rever- 
ence usually reserved for when Led 
Zeppelin’s In Through The Out Door 
was pulled from its original paper 
cover. On this early season Sunday, 
the North American is the only chair 
not open, but that's just fine with 
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— Continued from previous page 
me, because I’m not up for the fistful 
of black and double-black diamond 
runs—with names like Gun Run— 
you can ski off of this famed chair. 

About half the runs on the 
mountain are open for skiing. On 
the chair, I ask a Canada Post letter 
carrier from Calgary about his day, 
and he agrees that for the first week- 
end out, how many different runs do 
you really need? Besides, there are no 
lift lines whatsoever. Before I knew it 
I had skied Abracadabra, Banshee, 
Excalibur, Illusion, and Knight 
Flight. I lose track after the first hour. 
The snow is remarkably good and 
softens up nicely during the mild 
afternoon. 


1 LEAVE MYSELF TIME to call in at 
the Lone Pine Pub upstairs in the 
huge main lodge and order a pint 
of Stella Artois, though not before 
considering the other nine offer- 
ings on tap, including the always- 
tasty Strongbow cider. Football 
plays on a standard-sized television 
at a tolerable volume, and if you’re 
a fan you can sit at the bar and fol- 
low the game. If not, you can 
choose a table and appreciate that 
aprés-ski moment of zen calm, 
when, with tall, cold lager 
anchored on a beer mat, you roll 
up your pants, unclip your boots, 
and at last release your shins, 
ankles, and feet from their cast-like 
embrace. Now that feels good. 

One table over, a couple sits 
down with their 21-year old daugh- 
ter. She takes off her shell to reveal a 
black hoodie with punk-rock slashes 
of fashion along her back and 
sleeves. At intervals, the black cotton 
has been cut open to reveal a layer of 
bright red cotton beneath. I look at 
her and wonder whether or not the 
hoodie come like that? I decide the 
sleeve slashes are too evenly distrib- 
uted, and each slash too similar. 
Yeah, a machine did it. Mother and 
daughter repair to the lady's room, 


Experience 
nature the way 
it was intended. 
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while dad checks out the menu. The 
ladies return, and then something 
surprising happens—they both light 
cigarettes. Ah. I realize the lodge at 
Norquay exists in a parallel universe 
to the town of Banff, where cigarette 
smoking has been completely 
banned. You can’t even smoke on 
the sidewalk 

You get the sense that the Big 
Three—Norquay and her sister 
mountains, Sunshine and Lake 
Louise—are looking for each and 
every edge to keep them in the black. 
Norquay’s brochure offers lots of 
great packages for families with an 
emphasis on kids and junior lessons, 
but it also uses most of its back page 
to highlight Norquay’s heritage— 
skiers have been coming here since 
1926—and its role in keeping Banff 
National Park wild. 

As I drive back down to the 
townsite, the late afternoon sun sits 
waiting to blind me at each west to 
east switchback in the road. The 
moon is there, too, almost full. And 
then suddenly, a Rocky Mountain 
bighorn sheep appears right in the 
middle of the road. Thankfully, I 
have plenty of time to slow down; I 
roll to a stop, open the window and 
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turn down the Westerberg. The 
sheep barely glances at me and saun- 
ters off across the road. © 
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Swiss bliss 


Andy's Bistro in Jasper serves up exquisite Swiss cuisine—with nary a fondue pot in sight 


By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


ndy’s Bistro in Jasper is the 

Aen of restaurant you don’t 

ant to tell anyone about—it’s 
so good you'd rather keep it a secret 
so that you'll be able to get a reserva- 
tion any time you're in town. Alas, 
such secretive plots are not one of 
the luxuries of a restaurant reviewer. 

Andy’s is occasionally referred to 
as a Swiss restaurant due to owner 
Andy Allenbach’s nationality. But 
thankfully (in my mind), it’s not 
what you might expect—hardly a 
fondue in sight. No one is going to 
ask you to eat a pot full of melted 
cheese for dinner. Rather, Andy's cui- 
sine is pure fine dining and the per- 
sonal vision of the chef who opened 
the place seven years ago. The 
restaurant boasts a changing menu 
that often includes beef, fish, lamb, 
veal and vegetarian dishes. 

When my dining companion and 
| arrived for our early evening reserva- 
tion, only the two tables near the 
window were occupied. We had our 
pick of the remaining tables in the 
small restaurant, so we selected a table 
near the back that afforded us the 
opportunity to watch the restaurant 
fill to capacity (only about SO seats) 


10323 -78 Ave, Edmonton °¢ 


over the course of our three-hour tour. 

While my partner commented 
that, at first, it looked like an aver- 
age mountain-town restaurant, one 
look at the menu sets it apart. After a 
moment of glancing at the careful 
menu, our server came over to ask, 
“First time at Andy's?” 

Andy’s winter special—which 
lasts until Marmot closes for the sea- 
son—is a three-course meal for $28. 
This includes soup or salad, an appe- 
tizer and an entree. The server 
explains that the portions are such 
that you can actually enjoy each 
course without getting too stuffed. 
This sounds good to us, and it seems 
that most guests partake in this offer. 

Our other rookie moment was 
in asking to see a wine list. Our 
server guides us a moment longer 
and suggests that we select a wine 
from the lengthy row of bottles on 
the bar. To be sure, the wine bottles 
on display add nicely to the Euro- 
pean wine cellar atmosphere of the 
place. We select the Treehouse Pinot 
Noir ($44). 

Though we overhear an Andy's 
connoisseur at the next table recom- 
mend any soup that comes out of 
the kitchen, I order the assorted gar- 
den salad and my partner picks 
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Andy’s Caesar. The assortment of 
dressed veggies that is my garden 
salad is unique. Cucumber slices and 
red cabbage in vinaigrette are joined 
by sliced tomato, pickled parsnip 
and lightly dressed greens. The high- 
light of this course is a tiny bit of 
corn and pineapple curry salad. 
More please! My partner’s Caesar is 
tangy and extra cheesy. While it’s 
definitely tasty, the assorted garden 


=IBISTRO 


salad is the winner in my mind. 
Between courses—there is time 
to enjoy and not a moment of rush- 
ing—we sample the wine and taste 
cherry and strawberry tones up front 
and a spicy oak backing. The 2002 
Treehouse pinot noir from Western 
Australia is light garnet in colour 
and has a stronger alcohol scent up 
front. Andy's serves it in a big glass— 
more of a Syrah glass, really—but 
this wine holds its own, especially 
after it nears room temperature. This 
one would be a nice wine to share 
with red wine neophytes as it's 
lighter on the palette than some, 
though still flavourful. To be sure, 
it’s a fairly standard pinot noir that 


gets better after a few minutes of 
breathing room. 


THE APPETIZER | SELECT, waffles 
with woodland mushrooms and 
goat’s cheese, grabs my attention for 
two reasons. First, it’s never occurred 
to me that waffles might be enjoyed 
as a savoury item. Second, I current- 
ly enjoy just about everything that 
includes goat's cheese, though I am 
beginning to wonder if it might bea 
“trendy” ingredient these days. No 
matter; the mushroom sauce for the 
herbed waffles is so good that I 
almost forget that the goat’s cheese 
is making it extra yummy. It’s also so 
good that I have to defend my plate 
after sharing a bite or two. 

Which is not, of course, to say 
that my partner’s shrimp and crab 
cocktail isn’t also rather good. The 
presentation is, like my appetizer, 
quite striking, and the citrus and 
ginger flavours are nicely balanced. | 
get to taste a bit and would have 
eyed a second shrimp if I weren't so 
enthralled by my mushrooms. 


MY PARTNER'S ENTREE is a tradi- 
tional Swiss dish, Veal Emince, 
Zurich style. A white wine mush- 
room sauce, similar to the one I 


enjoyed with my appetizer, sets this 
veal apart. It’s served with vegetables 
and spaetzle, a Swiss noodle dish. 
While I’m tempted to enjoy tastes 
from my partner’s plate, my own 
pork tenderloin with pear and Stil- 
ton cheese keeps my attention. The 
pork is tender and not overwhelmed 
by the strong cheese, perhaps 
because of the delicate sweetness o/ 
the shredded pear. Parsley-flavoured 
potatoes and vegetables side my 
plate, and I’m not surprised that 
both are fresh and full of flavour. 

We ask for a dessert recommen 
dation as we only have belly-room 
to share one selection. Our server 
suggests the raspberry chocolate 
truffle torte. It’s not too sweet, not 
too dense, and we enjoy almost ali 
of it before our bellies give up. While 
it’s not the highlight of the meal, it’s 
a nice finish. 

Considering what you get for 
$100 before tax and tip, as 1 men 
tioned, Andy’s Bistro is the kind of 
place you might like to keep to your- 
self. Of course, now that you know 
about it, you simply must go and 
enjoy the next time you're in Jasper. © 


ANDY’S BISTRO IN JASPER 
606 Patricia Street ¢ (780) 852-4559 
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STARING A SKI TRIP FOR 2 TO JASPER 
AND LOTS OF OTHER GREAT STUFF! 
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Cross Country Skis and a well sheltered 
trail make just the right mix for a quick 
escape. Winter at Banff Sundance lodge 
means a hot shower, an inviting 
Sf sopra and plenty of excellent 
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LOCAL 


Rabbit Hill-2cm new snow, 55cm base, all lifts and run open 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, all lifts and runs open, excellent winter conditions 


ALBERTA 
Castle Mtn -3cm new snow, 31 - 90cm base, opening Dec 17th 
Can. Olympic Park - 75cm base, open for daily operation 
Fortress - 7cm new snow, opening Dec 23rd 
Lake Louise - 5cm new snow, 63 -120cm base, 10 lifts and 86 runs open, 75% terrain open 
| Marmot Basin - 1cm new snow, 50cm hase, all main lifts and 55 runs open, knob chair open 
Mt. Norquay - 8cm new snow, 68cm base, 4 lifts and 11 runs open 
Nakiska - 10cm base, 15 - 59cm hase, 5 lifts and 19 runs, open for daily operation 
Pass Powderkeg - opening Dec 17th 
Sunshine - 10cm new snow, 88cm base, 12 lifts including Goats Eye and 99 runs open 


Tawatinaw - opening TBA 


B.C. 
Apex - 68cm base, 2 lifts and 14 runs open 
Big White - 1cm new snow, 85cm base, 9lifts and 29 runs 
Fairmont -2cm new snow, opening Dec 16th 
Fernie - 99cm base, 9 lifts and 95 runs open, terrian park open 
Kicking Horse - 68 - 150cm base, opening Dec 16th 
Kimberley -42cm base, opening Dec 1 Tth 
Mt. Washington - 30cm base, opening TBA 
Panorama - 55cm hase, 8 lifts open 
Powder King - 11cm new snow, 35 - 110cm base, 2iifts and 10 
| runsopen 
Powder Springs - 2cm new snow, 38 - 168cm hase, opening 
Dec 17th 
Red Mtn - 85cm base, 5 lifts, daily operation 
| Silver Star - 96cm base, 9 lifts and 84 runs 
Sun Peaks - 68cm base, 11 lifts and 100 runs open, blue ter- 
rain park now open 
Whistler Blackcomb -2cm new snow, 76cm base, halfpipe 
and terrain park open 
Whitewater - 70cm base 


USA 

Big Mtn - Gcm new snow, 34 - 89cm base, 5 lifts and 65 
runs open, disc rates in effect 

Big Sky - 7cm new snow, 85 - 130cm base, terrain 
park open 

Crystal Mtn - 132cm base, 5 lifts and 43 runs open, 
96% of terrain open 

49 Degrees - 65 - 120cm base 

Great Divide Ski Area -2cm new snow, 50-75cm base, 
70 runs open 

Lookout Pass -2cm new snow, 60 -122cm base 

Mt. Spokane - 62 - 112cm base, 4 lifts and 44 runs 
Schweitzer Mtn - 65 - 95cm base, disc rates in effect 
Silver Mtn - 35 - 75cm base 

Sun Valley - 75 - 140cm hase 
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Next week in Snow Zone 


Kicking Horse & Nakiska 


By HART GOLBECK 


A boutique with a chef 


The Sundial Boutique Hotel at Whistler 
Blackcomb has a special that will keep 
guests in their rooms. Not only are you 
treated to in-suite spa services, an in- 
suite chef will prepare all the three- to 
five-course gourmet meals you want, 
all before your very eyes. | checked the 
prices and you will need to bring a lit- 
tle extra cash. Rooms are $1000-$3000 
for a five-night stay, and you will have 
to pay extra for lift tickets. 


Jasper in January 


Don’t forget to mark your calendars for 
the best deals of the winter. This sea- 
son’s Jasper in January festival will be 
January 14-29, during which lift tickets 
will be reduced to $40, hotels will slash 
their already low season rates by 
another third, and events including 
Australia Days and pub crawls will fill 
out the evening entertainment. 


King of the mountain 


The Jeep King of the Mountain series is 
coming to Sunshine Village January 7-8. 
This race is unique because it features 
both skiers and snowboarders compet- 
ing head-to-head on a Y course. The Y 
has proved ideal for skiers and snow- 
boarders alike, and the Jeep King of the 
Mountain Series is the only series to 
combine the racing elements of these 
two sports into one event. Racers begin 
on separate courses and after negotiat- 
ing a number of parallel slalom-like turns 
they merge at the Y point where the two 
courses combine into one. There, just 
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like a skiercross or boardercross, skiers 
and snowboarders must then negotiate 
a single set of banked turns, and a serie; 
of single and double rollers leading to an 
exciting finish. Top skiers and boarder; 
from around the world are expected to 
compete because this event offers the 
richest cash purse in snow racing. 


Heavy Metal Rail Jam 


If you’ve got the stuff or you're sti) 
working on it and want a little competi. 
tion, head down to Fernie this opening 
weekend and take part in their Heavy 
Metal Rail Jam. It’s an all-day event that 
has a $20 entry that puts you in line fo; 
tons of prizes and maybe even some 
cash. Like all events in the Rockies this 
winter, helmets are mandatory. 


Fortress opening delayed 


The re-opening of Fortress Mountain 
has been delayed by several weeks and 
they now expect to crank the lifts on 
December 23. Lack of snow? No, just a 
bunch of legal wrangling, ensuring 
that the new ownership group has ali 
their ducks in a row. | do have to get 
up there to see their new snow guns 
The new ownership group has some 
affiliation to snow-making equipment 
and have advertised theirs as “state of 
the art TechnoAlpin snow-making fan 
guns.” Sounds impressive and helptul 
as we go through another dry spell 


Take the Dive 


Delirium Dive at Sunshine Village has 
been open for several weeks now. This 
extreme terrain offers 2000 feet of verti- 
cal with an average 40-degree pitch 
There are a number of rules that must 
be followed in order for you to take the 
plunge. Avalanche transceivers are 
mandatory, and along with wearing a 
helmet you need a shovel and you must 
be accompanied by at least one other 
person before you depart through the 
well-marked gates at the top of the 
Great Divide. Like all other areas this 
time of year, extreme caution is advised 
and all signage must be obeyed. © 


Warm up Winter! 


Warm western hospitality, cozy duvets and our wood burning lobby 
fireplace will take away the chill after your winter outing. Choose from @ 
variety of winter packages including tri-area ski packages from $94.00 


WSTER’S MOUNTAIN LODGE 
cet. Bar berta 


10-0323 


www.brewstermountainlodge.com 


VUEWEEKLY @Z  DECEMBER(15-21, 2005 


‘i hE2O 044444 Oe nee - 
SnoWZone Peet. eo | z 


of your skis as you encounter bumps— 
they are your early warning system. 
Also, try to stay loose; tensing up will 
reduce your body’s ability to react to 
changing terrain underfoot. If you 
tense up you won't be able to absorb 
bumps and you'll get thrown around 
more than usual. 

Do what you can to enhance the 
limited visibility. Some goggles are bet- 
ter than others for flat light. Dark gog- 

By COLIN CATHREA gles are not good; they‘re for killing 
the light on bright, sunny days. | have 
Skiing in bad light a pair of yellow goggles in my bag for 
flat light. Some light sunglasses work 
Cloud, fog and heavy snow can play well, or polarized lenses. I’ve even used 
havoc with your ski day. Most of us my fishing Sunglasses a few times. 
who grew up skiing in Edmonton were Now, most importantly, choose the 
in for a big shock the first time we __ right terrain. Staying on groomed runs 
arrived at the top of a mountain and helps. Also stay to the edge where you 
couldn’t see past our ski tips. Skiers can use the trees as points of reference. 
who spend a good deal of time in the The trees will actually refract the light 
mountains, skiing in all conditions, are slightly and add contrast to the snow. 
much better at skiing flat light. | have You can try the glades, but they can 
seen World Cup races won by relative often be full of moguls, making it 
unknowns from the back of the pack, tough to keep balance. So add up all 
simply because they were more profi- these options and don’t let a bad light 
cient under bad light conditions. Last day go to waste. @ 
year at Kicking Horse, | 
encountered the worst 
flat light | can remem- 
ber. Suddenly, | was 
sitting back, off bal- 
ance, and skiing terri- 
bly, and all the other 
guys | was with were 
in the same boat. If 
you find yourself in a 
similar situation—and 
if you ski the moun- 
tains you undoubtedly 
will—there are a few 
things you can do to 
ski better under these 
adverse conditions. 
First, you need to 
understand that while 
_ you can't see the rolls 
and bumps, you can 
feel them. Skiers often 
refer to this as “skiing 
by braille.” Slow down 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE FOR OUR CHEF'S TABLE D'HOTE 
AND SPEND A ROMANTIC EVENING IN OUR 
CHARMING BED & BREAKFAST. 

10139 - 


FOR RESERVATIONS 124 ST 


FOR GOOD FUN AND GOOD HOME COOKIN * 


NEW YEAR’S EVE TICKETS 
WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON! 


We saw you and you have a 
VUEWEEKLY sticker on your car! 


Get yourself down to our office WITH your car before Dec 21 and 
we'll give you a gift certificate and a t-shirt! 
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Caution: the cuisine 
of South Edmonton 
Common’s Opm 
may be habit-forming 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


into South Edmonton Commons. 

This area has the gravitational 
pull of a collapsed local economy, 
and it has formed a big-box black 
hole; the pull is at once repellant 
and hopelessly alluring. When I 
heard the third rave about addictive 
Opm, however, | allowed myself to 
be drawn into the SEC’s warm, 
multinational corporate embrace. 

“Caution: Rickshaws” read the 
sign as we parked one frosty Mon- 
day evening. I thought the warning 
was tongue-in-cheek until I saw the 
rickshaw corral (out of commission 
for the winter) in front of the 
restaurant. “Nice touch,” I thought 
grudgingly. My admiration grew 
into awe as we passed through the 
enormous glass doors and into the 
grand foyer. 

Opm’s interior was simply stun- 
ning. From the foyer, we could look 
into the gleaming kitchen to the left 
or into the luxurious lounge on the 
tight. I couldn’t tear my eyes away 
from the sweeping hardwood bar, 
behind which tiers of underlit glass 
shelves formed a ziggurat of premi- 
um liquor. The house specialty is 
“mudding” the drinks, where fruits 
and vegetables are mashed to release 
their essence into the liquor. 

“Trendy Asian,” I scribbled as the 
hostess led us into a dining area 
behind the bar. Though there 
seemed to be quite a few patrons, 
the space was barely a quarter full. I 
lost count of the multitude of dark 
wood tables against the background 
colour scheme of blacks, grays and 
dark reds. The walls boasted art raid- 
ed from a dozen Asian cultures and 


Fie once in a while, I get sucked 
i 


the vaulted ceilings enclosed an 
enormous space rendered intimate 
through the liberal use of dark wood 
lattices. Every touch lent to the 
modern, stylish diorama of Asian 
fusion cuisine. 


ONE TOUCH THAT spoke of exclu- 
sive elegance rather than a family- 
friendly atmosphere was the 


E\ASIAN 


absence of high chairs or booster 
seats. I dashed out to the car for our 
portable seat as my wife requested a 
quick bowl of wonton soup ($3.75) 
to divert our famished toddler. The 
bowl of warm, salty broth arrived as 
I returned. Hearty wontons 


improved our little girl’s mood 
immediately. A delectable aroma led 
me to steal a couple of tastes as we 
read the delightful menus. 

If the quality of Opm’s food 
matched the quality of the writing, 
we were in for a treat; succulent 


descriptions of Far Eastern dishe 

were peppered with restrained 
humour. The cuisine was based « 

sharing among companions, of 
course, and none of the selections 
topped $14. We embraced the mix- 
and-match fun by relying on sug 
gestions from both the menu anc 
our waiter: we ordered Singapore 
Street Noodles ($12.50), Sweet and 
Sour Chicken ($12.50) and the 
intriguing Seven Flavoured Beef 
($12.75), then settled on compli- 
mentary green tea to drink. 

At Opm, each dish is made to 
order and varies in preparation and 
delivery time. Indeed, our green tea 
had barely steeped when our fluffy 
jasmine-scented rice and Seven 
Flavoured Beef arrived. Piled on a 
rectangular white plate beneath a 
sprinkling of crushed peanuts, green 
onion and bean sprouts, the tender 
beef’s gooey marinade glistened 
with promise. My nose responded 
instantly to ginger and lemongrass 
aromas, while my tastebuds flipped 
over the blend that included soy 
fennel, garlic and sweet Thai basil 
Ginger beef at a food court will| 
never tempt me again. 


OUR OTHER DISHES ARRIVED 
quickly, each bearing their own sul- 
prises. I wasn’t expecting much from 
an old standard, but the thick 
chunks of cucumber in our Sweet 
and Sour Chicken blew me away. 
The warm, tangy sauce and tasty 
chicken tempura contrasted perfect: 
ly with the crisp cucumber. Ou! 
heap of vermicelli in the Singapo'® 
Street Noodles concealed not only 
shrimp, pork, egg and vegetables, 
but also an unexpected burn ou 
the curry spices. 

We voluntarily cut our mes! 
short to take a run at the desserts 
Despite my interest in the Misfor 
tune Cookies, our waiter encourage? 
us towards another selection. W° 
decided on the Caramel Banal! 


SEE PAGE 28 
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The simply but aptly 
named Urban Diner 
serves up homey 
classics with a 
contemporary twist 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


challenge. Owners can announce 

the cuisine’s country or language 
of origin, name it after themselves, 
make up a word or simply pick one 
that sounds good. Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesn’t. Every 
once in a while, though, a place is 
christened with a great name and 
the perfect descriptor: welcome to 
the Urban Diner. 

I pass the Diner every day on my 
commute. For a long time, I refused 
to enter the premises, punishing it 
for taking over my beloved Sweet- 
§tass Café. On this frigid Friday 
evening, however, I decided to relent 
and toted my famished family into 
the elegant High Street restaurant. 

I smirked as we passed a sign that 
threatened a fine for spitting on the 
sidewalk and pushed through into 
the comfortably modern space, Dark 
wood furniture and supple leather 
booths offset light mocha walls 
above the hardwood floors. Modern, 
Stainless steel fixtures cast diffused 
light across the room. This little 
Space was laid out expertly, with no 
sense of crowding among the 15 
tables in the main dining area. 

The hostess directed us to a 
booth next to the front windows 
and made space for the high chair, 
The interior might flash with con- 
temporary style, but kids were defi- 
nitely welcome: not only were most 
of the patrons well-dressed women 
with gloomy preteens, but the Urban 
Diner also offered branded bibs for 
sale. What a great gift idea for the 
cosmopolitan infant on your list. 

I glanced at the specials, hand- 
written on a chalkboard above the 


Apes a restaurant must be a 


Urban legend 


Serving counter. I was seized by a 


sudden milkshake craving and the 
maple Dijon glazed roast pork 
tempted my tastebuds. One glance at 
the menu, however, convinced me 
that it was worth a read: the cover 
art featured a smiling stereotypical 
1950s businessman in a three-piece 
suit. The photo was far too endear- 
ing to resist. 


THE MENU’S DESCRIPTIONS were 
short, snappy and delectable. As | 
read through the selections, I real- 
ized that they were completely sin- 
cere about the “Diner” part of their 
name; the list included Fat Franks, 
fish and chips, and a steak sandwich. 
The “Urban” element came out in 
the details. The steak sandwich was 
Black Angus with balsamic 
caramelized onions, and their Mac 
‘n’ Cheese offered cavatappi noodles 
in a sharp cheddar sauce under grat- 
ed Swiss. Prices were almost entirely 
under $15, with gourmet sandwiches 


=| COMFORT FOOD 


and salads to round out the fare. 

It has been a long time since my 
days of KFC, so I nostalgically settled 
on the Fried Chicken ($14) with 
Diner fries and coleslaw. My wife, 
who had changed her mind three 
times already, decided on the Shep- 
herd’s Pie ($13). Our daughter gave 
us the excuse to half-order Mac ‘n’ 
Cheese ($5.50), and we both request- 
ed milkshakes ($4.50 each). She took 
chocolate with a sidecar for the tod- 
dier and I took coffee, which our 
server promised was made with a 
shot of espresso. 

The thick, gooey, delightful milk- 
shakes arrived quickly. I savoured 
the scent of dark-roasted coffee 
beans scattered on top of my 
whipped cream as I chugged happily. 
The metal canister served alongside 
my milkshake was over half full: I 
had yet another two full glasses wait- 
ing for me after I finished my first. 
Our daughter was just as happy with 
hers, though she ended up wearing 
as much as she drank. 
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HAPPILY, WE DIDN'T WAIT much 
longer for our meals. I smiled at my 
three piping hot pieces of crisp, dark 
chicken, which shared the platter 
with a generous bowl of creamy 
coleslaw and a heap of shoestring 
fries. The side of turkey gravy was an 
unexpected treat. My wife’s shep- 
herd’s pie arrived in a little crock 
pot, mounded high with slightly 
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overcooked vegetables. Beneath, she 
discovered a substantial serving of 
whipped potatoes and savoury 
ground beef. 

We both helped ourselves to 
some of our daughter's dish. The 
creamy cheddar sauce was warm 
enough to melt the grated Swiss a 
bit, and both accompanied every 
bite of tender cavatappi noodles 
Two huge wedges of garlic foccaccia 
were completely ignored in favour of 
the cheesy treat. | realize that I am 
risking the wrath of Kraft, but this 
was the mac ‘n’ cheese that they 
don’t want you to know about. If I 
get pulled into a black van and dis- 
appear, you'll know why. 

Though we arrived hungry, none 
of us made much of a dent in our 
dishes. I blamed the milkshakes; my 
wife blamed the huge portion size. 
We asked our very friendly server to 
box up the equivalent of three more 
meals, assuring her that everything 
was wonderful. To our horror, we 
couldn't even consider that array of 
Succulent baked goods in their glass 
display case. 

I added a generous tip to the $45 
bill and we left the suddenly busy 
restaurant for a quick trip home. 
This place may be great for trendy 
parents to feed their kids tasty home 
food, but its combination of modern 
and retro feels with excellent, inex- 
pensive cuisine makes it terrific for 
anyone to enjoy. We would return to 
the perfectly-named Urban Diner, 
but next time I’m saving room for 
dessert. Rest in peace, Sweetgrass— 
long live the Urban! @ 
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grape 
expectations 


By JAMES LYLE 


THIS WEEK: 1998 Poggio Alle 
Mura ($50) 


As my wife and | sat at one of my 
favourite restaurants, | scoured the 
wine list in search of something | had 
not yet sampled. | worked my way 
through the New World wines and 
found nothing that grabbed me. On to 
the Old World, past the very tempting 
$1100 bottle of Petrus, where | found 
an Italian wine | had yet to try. This 
winery is based on Montalcino and has 
produced this wine from the San- 


giovese grape. This grape is well 
known in the Old World; if you have 
sampled Italian wines, you have likely 


had one made from Sangiovese. My” ing was that this 


interest was piqued. 

The wine exudes a deep ruby 
colour and exhibits a very substantial 
nose. | detected some fruit in the 
odours, but also noted a muscular 
smell. The fruit and richness in the 
taste was very powerful, though as we 
worked our way through the bottle, 
the power subsided and revealed an 
entirely new nuance to the wine. The 
balance was very refreshing as it light- 
ened up on the front of the palate and 
became more evident on the back. The 
tannins were quite evident at the 
beginning, but made way to a more 
subtle, supple wine. 

| find with many wines that they 
either lose their presence as you work 
through the bottle, or it takes so much 
time for the wine to develop that the 


first glass or tworis a— 
waste. What | found © | 
particularly interest- 


wine was enjoy- 
able to drink 
throughout its 
evolution. 
Though the 
experience 
changed, each 
stage was 
enjoyable. | 
sampled this 
wine with a 
beef tenderloin 
dish and | 
found it held 
up very well. | 
will look for this 
wine during my 
next visit to my 
wine store. So 
should you. @ 


OPM Asian Bistro & Lounge 


Continued from page 26 


Spring Rolls ($7) and waited impa- 
tiently for their arrival. 

Our dessert took more time than 
any of our other dishes, but when 
the tri-cornered plate arrived dusted 
with icing sugar, we understood. The 
six piping hot spring roll halves 
arranged around a scoop of chai tea 


‘We Have Your 


Christmas Covered. 


Purchase a $50 gift card 
and receive a beautiful boxed set 
of two Big Life™ glasses FREE!* 


Moxie’s gift cards are easy ; 
to give and easy to use. 


Moxie’s gift cards are 
available in any 
denomination and can 
be redeemed at all 45 
locations across Canada. 


"Glasses avatlable 
while quantities last. 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
__|GRILL 


om 


ice cream were drizzled with thick 
caramel sauce. This wonderful pre- 
sentation accompanied an even bet- 
ter taste: warm banana paste 
combined with sweet caramel 
wrapped in a crisp, flaky shell. The 
ice cream was an excellent contrast, 
cleansing the palate between bites. 
We polished off our dessert in 
short order and happily ponied up 
$60, including tax and tip, for our 
meal. I carried our satisfied toddler 


DOWNSTAIRS 


culture, comfort, conversation ... 


and my wife carried two lunches’ 
worth of food in takeout containers 
The next time I am unable to resist 
the gravitational pull of SEC’s black 
hole, at least I'll be assured of a great 
meal. I will have to limit my Opm 
intake to recreational use only 
though; I have a feeling it would be a 
hard habit to kick. © 


OPM ASIAN BISTRO & LOUNGE 
1820-99 St * 989-5898 


DJ every Fri & Sat 


& ,PEGEMBER 15-21, 2005 


Champagne and Party 
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>, and Free BBQ after midnight! 
GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS $15 
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ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
1011-109 St, 424-6644 
* Terry Jorden on piano » Special menu « 7pm * No cover charge 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 

7704-104 St, 432-4611 

* New Year's Eve = Live entertainment by Duff Robison, and Three Drops of the Pure, 
Three-course lobster dinner, or vegetarian choice « 6pm * $50 (meal) incl. party favours « 
$25 (without meal) incl. party favours 


ARMOURY 

10310-B5 Ave, 702-1800 

* New Year's Eve Around the World: Why celebrate New Years once when you can cele- 
brate it 4 times! Two DJs, two dance floors, 1 huge party * 9pm (door) 

* $10 (adv), $15 (door), include complimentary champagne, Party favours, disposable cam- 
era, a gift certificate to Sapphire Lounge, 2006 Armoury VIP card, and guaranteed access 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 

11733-78 St, 479-7400 

* New Year's Eve Masquerade Carnival: Featuring America Rosa, D) Papi, DJ Touch It, and 
Flako T * $15 (adv), $20 (door) complimentary party favours, and champagne at midnight 


THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 

10765 Jasper Ave, 426-7111 

* New Year's Eve Under the Stars: Full champagne menu, complimentary late night food, 
free parking on East side * Dress to impress * $35 


BAR WILD 

10551 Whyte Ave, 432-0814 

* Times Square 2005-2006 New Year's Eve: Bar Wild will be decorated like Times Square, 
party on two levels with two great DJs, 80 TVs, 5 bi screens, lots of new renos and games 
* $15 (adv. girls), $20 (adv. guys), $10 more at the door 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 

10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 

* New Year's Eve 2005: Fun on three floors, live music with the Uncas 

* Casual attire * No minors * 7pm (door) * $15 (adv) © Tickets available at The Black Dog 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 

9624-76 ave, 989-2861 

* First Night at the Blue Chair: Five-course dinner with music by Ann Vriend (6-9:30pm), 
$45. Boreal Beat acoustic band (Harold, Barry, and guest Mike Sadava) play during the mid- 
night butfet that includes bubbly picolo for midnight toast and noisemaking, $25 « $60 
(whole night), $45 (dinner/Ann Vriend’s performance) * $25 (after dinner) 


CASINO EDMONTON 
7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 
* New Year's Eve featuring entertainment by Colleen Rae and Cornerstone 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 

12464-153 St, 424-9467 

* New Year's Eve featuring Derek Dee and Candy Wright's tribute to Roy Orbison, Conway 
Twitty, Loretta Lynne, Connie Frances and more 


CEILI’S IRISH PUB AND RESTAURANT 

10338-109 St, 426-5555 

* Lobster Bash: Three course dinner includes lobster bisque, 2Ib lobster with all the trim- 
mings, followed by chocolate dipped strawberries, entertaiment by the Soho Mofos * Dress 
to impress * $49.99 each, incl. complimentary champagne at midnight * $10 (dance only) 
dance starts at 9pm, incl. complimentary champagne at midnight 


COAST TERRACE INN BALLROOM 

4440 Gateway Blvd, 420-1757 

* Dance to the music of the Trocadero Orchestra « 6:30pm (cash bar), 7:15pm (buffet din- 
ner), 9:30pm-1:30am (dancing) * $79 each, incl. dinner, dance, and party favours © Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 420-1757 


COLONIAL GOLF COURSE 

Beaumont, 420-1757 

* C3Metro, New Year's Eve Ball 2005: Featuring a five-piece band and group ballroom dance 
instruction, a catered event with hors-d’oeuvres, and chocolate fountains « Formal attire « 
8pm * $35 each (adults and youths) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 420-1757 


COMEDY FACTORY . 

Gateway Rec. Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail North, 440-4579 

* New Year's Party: Featuring Rick Reed, everyman’s comedian, presenting a blend of zani- 
fess and homespun storytelling 


COOK COUNTY 
8010 Gaeway Blvd, 432-2665 
* New Year's Eve with Craig Moritz * $15 each, incl. door prize 


Souljah Fyah (Reggae party band). In the Main Ballroom DJ Johnny Sky will be spinning top 


Dress with casual elegance * Starts between 7:30-9:30pm * Tickets from $29; $77, $87, 
$99 (dinner/dance), depending on ticket incl. champagne, party favours, dinner: 2, 3 and 4 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH 

4404 Gateway Boulevard, 1-866-499-3223/920-4450 

* MBM Sound Presents: 6th Annual Latin New Year's Eve Celebration: ¢ Multi-course din- 
ner, featuring music by Hall’s Jazz Quartet, includes party favours and midnight bubbly « 
Dance, featuring two Latin bands X-Band and Orquesta Energia, music by DJ Moreno and 
DJ Fuego, as well as a Salsa performance show by Latin Corner/Esquina Latina, includes 
Party favours and midnight bubbly * 6pm (door), 7:30pm (dinner), Spm-3am (dance) * $75 
each, incl. dinner, Patty favours, complementary champagne at midnight, entertainment 
and dance. Last Day of ticket sale for dinner is Dec. 29 « $30 (adv.), $40 (door, dance only) 
incl. dance, party favours and complementary champagne at midnight « Take the elevator 
home and Pay $79 for a room at the Delta Edmonton South Hotel « Tickets available at 
Most Latin stores, TIX on the Square 420-1757 (Once tickets are purchased table seating 
Feservations can be made at: 1-866-499-3223/780-920-4450) 
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DRUID 
11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 (downtown)/2940 Calgary Trail, 465-6800 (southside) 


* Champagne and party favours * Phone for tickets and information 


ECONO LODGE HOTEL 


10209-100 Ave, 428-6442 
* New Year's Eve at the World Famous Econo Lodge: Presented by Ape Lincoln Enterprises 


and SSR Industries, featuring a real rock ‘n’ roll with the James T. Kirks, the Southside Riots, 
and special guests ¢ 8pm © $10 ® Tickets available at www.myspace.com/thejamestkirks 


ESCAPE 


WEM, 444-2335 
* New Year's Eve Gala ‘06: Presented by Urban Metropolis, music by Harman B and DJ 


Kwake (91.7 The Bounce FM) * $30 (adv), more at the door, incl. party favours and a glass 
of champagne at midnight ¢ Tickets available at Soular Sophias, Underground (WEM), 


Method Queue, Escape, Shadified Salon 


FANTASY GRILL DINING ROOM 
Fantasyland Hotel, WEM, 444-3000 
* Evening of Elegance, New Year's Eve Dinner; Four-course meal complimented by live 


classical music 


FANTASYLAND LOUNGE 
Fantasyland Hotel, WEM, 444-3000 
* Rock Around The Clock New Year's Eve: Dinner and dance, toast in the New Year with 


non-stop music and fabulous prizes 


FESTIVAL PLACE 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 
New Year's Eve Dinner and Dance: Blast from the past, dance to the swinging “60s with 


. 5 
the Kit Kat Club—complete with choreography and costumes they will be performing songs 
by the Supremes, Martha and the Vendellas, the Shirelles, Dusty Springfield, Dionne 

Warwick, Aretha Franklin and more * $59 each, incl. party favours, complimentary bottle 


of champagne for each table at midnight 
* Tickets available at Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 451-8000 


FILTHY MCNASTY 


10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 
Eve Ballroom Blitz Basquerade Ball: A night of drinks, dancing and debauch- 


fo impress in your court clothes and old prom dresses, masks provided 


10105-109 St, 429-0700 
Midnight...: Seductive and jazzy house music provided by Purple City, also featuring spe- 


cial guest DJ Tomek * No cover, champagne at midnight _ 
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Bad Girl 
Womens Clothing 
780.460.7079 


Vheww Years Eve 200 


Bring in the New Year at Suede Lounge. 


The Suede New Year’s Eve includes: 


5 Course Meal 
Moet Champagne » | 
Party Favours ee. conve GA aa 
~ DuJ’s & Dancing MOET & CHANDON 
. rae CHAMPAGNE 
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Nete Years Paty Cade 


FOUR ROOMS 
Edmonton City Centre, 102 Ave, 100A St 426-4767 
= New Year's Eve four course meal, featuring jazz by Marco Claveria 


* Phone for reservations 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 
* First Annual Gingur Sky New Year's Eve 2006: Featuring Toronto's Fire Kid Steenie and E- 


town’s DJ Invinceable, Shortround and Echo * $25 (adv), incl. dance, champagne, party 
favours, souvenir towels 


GLENORA GRILL 

10139-124 St 482-3531 

* New Year's Eve enjoy the chef's table 
bed and breaktast 


GLOBE 

10045-109 St, 426-7111 
* Celebrate with champ: 
Mexico * 8pm (door) * $20 


d'hote and spend a romantic evening in a charming 
, party favours and enter to win a trip for two to Cancun, 


»sh: Featuring the Rault Brothers (Lionel and Ron) * Casual 
or $25 (single full course dinner and champagne), 


Opm (start time) * 
and champagne) * Tickets available at the Grinder: 453- 


or $45 (couple/full course dinner 
1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 


10338-81 Ave, 83 
No Guilt New Year's Party: With DJ Jason LP « Party like there is no such thing as feeling 


guilty! « $10 (ticke lore 11pm), $15 (after 11pm) * $10 tickets include two complimen- 


tary beverages, party favours, complimentary champagne 


YE ‘06: With Junior Brown, Waylon Sherrington {special tag 
* No cover (before 10pm), $5 (after 10pm) 


. S atW e Jew s Eve arty favours, appetizers at midnight 
* 9pm « $1 tv), $2 - - ¢ 
[ax & Makeup Ly Gre] al Jlepaganda 


IL PORTICO RESTAURA 
107 St, 424-0707 


srse meal. Two seatings (early and late) * $60 © Phone for reservations 
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_ America Rosa Live 
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»YAL1733- 78st 780 479 7400 
edmonte, ar@yahoo.ca www.edmontonazucar.com 
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Complimentary Party Favors 
Complimentary Champagne at Midnight 
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JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE BAR 


9640-142 St, 451-8890 
* Jeffreys Café and Wine Bar's New Year's Party: featuring the jazz band the Tuxedo 


Junkies, dancing. There’s no dinner, but snacks are available as usual * Casual dress * 
7:30pm-1:30am * $35 each, incl. champagne and party favours at midnight 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 


10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 ‘ 
» New Year's Eve Party featuring ‘60s and ‘70s vintage rock music with Headwind * 6- 


9pm (dinner), party favours at midnight * $20 (roast beef dinner, $5 to Santa’s Anonymous) 
* $5 (admission to Santa’s Anonymous) 


jJ.’S PUB 

118 Ave, 131 St, St. Albert Trail, 451-9180 

* J.J’s Pub New Year's Eve Party: Featuring rock music originals and covers by King Ring 
Nancy * No dress code * Spm (door), 10pm (show) * $5 cover 


LA BOHEME 

6427-112 Ave, 474-5693 

* End your year with romance * $60 each (5-5:30pm, ends at 8pm) 
* $90 each (8pm-8:30pm, ends midnight) 


METRO 
10250-106 St, 990-0704 
* Dinner, Dancing and Billiards; Five-course meal with dessert and drink, complimentary 


champagne toasts at midnight. Music by Tacoy Ryde, Edmonton's longest running band * 
7pm (dinner), 9pm (music) * $55 each (two packages: dinner/dance package and 
dinner/billiard package, incl. free billiards) * $25 (after 10pm) * Tickets available at the 


Metro 
MUTTART CONSERVATORY 


9626-964 St, 496-2925 
* The Knight is Young New Year's Eve Celebration: 
* Medieval evening of fantasy and entertainment for young families 


* $15 (adult/13+ yrs), $10 (child 2-12 yrs), $35 (family) 
NEW CITY 

10081 Jasper Ave, 429-CLUB 

* 2 rooms, 5 Djs, 10 bucks 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 

6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 

* Jerry Jerry and the Sons of Rhythm Orchestra * 7pm (door) 

* $10 (adv), $15 (door), incl. champagne toast, party favours, door prizes 


GET-INFO 


438-463 6 


A live operator is waiting for your call! 


Simply ask to be connected with a specific business or 
describe the type of business you are looking for and 
what area you want to search in! 


DID WE MENTION ... IT’S FREE? 
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O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 

10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 

« DJ Finnegan will spin tunes so that you can dance your way into 2006 

* Food available through the night * 8:30pm (door) 

* $25 (limited reserved seating), $15 (no reserved seating), incl. awesome party 
favours, bottle of champagne, Big Bag of Swag (free stuff), and free BBQ after midnight 
* Tickets available at O’Byrne’s Irish Pub 


ONE ON WHYTE 

10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 

* Tupelo Honey with special guests Mourning Wood 

» $25 each, incl. bottle of champagne, party favours and guaranteed entrance all night 
¢ Tickets available at the One on Whyte 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 

10304-111 St, 423-1643 

* The Grand Mask Ball: Masquerade party * Formal attire 
* 6-9pm (dinner), 9-very late (party) 


OVERTIME SOUTH 

Whitemud Crossing, 485-1717 

* New Year's Eve Fiesta: 

Pinatas and prizes for best mask, margaritas, coronas, tequila and lots of beads, snacks 
at lam © $25 (dinner with a Mexican flair, and party) 

© $15 (just wanna party) ; 


PALOMINO SALOON 

957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 467-1880 

» New Year's Eve: Featuring the Aaron Goodvin Band (Fri, Dec. 30) concert and the 
Gord Bamford (Sat, Dec. 31) concert and party. Favours and champagne at midnight * 
$38 » Tickets available only at the Palomino Saloon 


PETROLEUM CLUB 

11110-108 St, 474-8432 

* New Year's Eve Gala: An eight-course gourmet meal, dance the night away with the 
Hoffman and Brown Band © 6pm (cocktail reception), 7pm (gourmet dinner), 9pm 
(dance), 12am (New Year's cake and Hungarian goulash soup) * $85 each 


RED’S 

WEM, 2556, 8882-170 St, 481-6420 

* Rockin’ New Year; Featuring Trooper, April Wine, China White and DJ Kenny-K * No 
minors * 7pm (door), 9:30pm (show) * $38.50 each 

* Tickets available at Red’s, TicketMaster 451-8000 


RENDEZVOUS 
10108-149 St, 444-1822 
* New Year's Eve: Metal headliner with Necronaut, Sixgun (metal/thrash) 


| 


the best place for all your 
film & television favourites 
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RICK BRONSON’S-THE COMIC STRIP 
1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 483-5999, 
* The Comic Strip’s New Year's Eve Extravaganza; Start off 2006 with a RIOT featuring 
stand up comedian Ron Vaudry, Nigel Lawrence and MC Rick Bronson 
« Casual attire * Two shows and three packages to choose from 
* $55.59 (7pm show: package 1: buffet and show) * $30 (7pm show: package 2 show 
only) ) * $65 (10pm show: package 3: complementary glass of champagne, extended 

y, party | favours, midnight cold buffet, post show dance party) 
ia available at the Comic Strip box office at 483-5999 


THE ROOST NITE CLUB 

10345-104 S St, 426-3150 

« Our’ ae ‘Year's Eve Party—"Year of The Rooster”: On two floors featuring D) Dan 
Se alieog ind DJ Jazzy Geoff upstairs, buffet dinner, and party favours 

« Dress in in costumes * 7pm (door) * $8 (member), $12 (non-member) 

« No advance tickets ' 


LS 
ROSARIO’S PUB 
41715C-108 Ave, 447-4727 
* Sing Your Way Into the New Year: Presented by Karaoke Central 
= $10 * Phone for more information 


ROXY THEATRE 

10708-124 St, 453-2440 

* A Vaudevillian New Year's Eve: Featuring Bill Bourne, Tippy Agogo, Mile Zero Dance, 
Laurelle and friends, visuals by Tim Folkmann and more 

* 8pm (door), 9pm-2am (show) 


SALSADDICTION DANCE CO 

9737-118 Ave, 993-9799 

* Salsa dancing with some bachata, merengue, cha cha, and some pop 

* 8pm * $25 (adv. buffet dinner/dance)/$10 (adv. dance), incl. party favours 


SAPPHIRE 

10416-82 Ave, 437-0231 

* Flea Market Formal: With Dj Luke Morrison * Come dressed to impress! (Don’t spend 
more than our tickets are worth) ¢ $50 tickets include complimentary tapas, compli- 
mentary champagne, party favours and gift bags 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 

9797 Jasper Ave, 451-8000 

* The Bear's Children’s Fund New Year's Bash 2006: Featuring Three Days Grace, Bif 
Naked, and Social Code * No minors * 8pm (door) * $24.95 each 

* Tickets available at TicketMaster 451-8000 


SIDETRACK CAFE 

10333-112 St, 421-1326 

* New Year's Eve 2005: Featuring Chad Van Gaalen, Field and Stream, Hot Little 
Rocket, AA Sound System * Casual attire * No minors * 8pm (show) * $20 (adv) « 
Tickets available at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen, Freecloud, Sidetrack, TIX on the 
Square 420-1757 
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SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
* New Year's Eve Downtown: 
Featuring strolling entertainers, public skating, a street dance, family activities and fireworks 


* 9pm * Free 


STANDARD 

6107-104 St, 438-2582 

* Diva Las Vegas: two rooms, two dancefloors, two parties, twice as fun 

Casual best * No minors * 9pm * $20 (adv), $30 (door), incl. champagne, entertainment 


party favours and more « Tickets available at TicketMaster 451-8000 


STARLITE ROOM 


10030-102 St, 428-1099 
* NRMLS WLCM, Esq, Jr, the Union and the Starlite Room present NYE 2005: 


Featuring Shout Out Out Out Out (SO4), visuals by local video artist Steven Hope, and 
local favourites Dietzche V. and the Abominable Snowman, Lazersnake, DJ Rueben Wu (of 
electro/dance group Ladytron), and DJ David Stone (CJSR’s Saturday night mix show BPM) * 
No minors * 8pm (door) * $20 (adv) * Tickets available at TicketMaster 451-8000, 


Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen 


SUEDE LOUNGE 

11806 Jasper Ave, 482-0707 

Suede New Year's Eve: * Five-course meal, Méet champagne, party favours, DJs and 
dancing * 5-6pm (early seating), 8-9pm (late seating) 

* General admission (does not include dinner) 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 

Capitals Restaurant/Central Park Lounge, 10235-101 St, 428-7111/441-3032 

* New Year's Eve Dinner and Dance; A four-course dinner in Capitals with live jazz music. 
After dinner, enjoy the all you can eat chocoholic buffet with a glass of Icewine in Central 
Park Lounge. Dance the night away with the Charlie Austin Band and retire into a deluxe 
guestroom * 6pm (seating starts) : 

* $225 per couple (includes gratuity and GST), incl. dinner in Gapitals Restaurant, choco- 
holic buffet and dancing in Central Park Lounge and a one night stay in a deluxe guestroom 
* Reservations required, call 441-3032 (enquire about the morning-after brunch) 


UNION HALL 


99 Street, Arg 62 
* Rockin’ New ye music by Edmonton’s top party band Connors Road, cham- 


pagne, and party favours * 9pm (door) * $15 (adv), $25 (door) 
available at TicketMaster 451-8000, Union Hall (Thu-Sat 9pm-2am), Union Hall’s 


bo: Dec. 26-31, 12-5pm) 


URBAN LOUNGE AND WHISKEY GRILL 


8111-105 St 39-3388 
* New Year's Eve: With Big Shag and Dj Gilligan * $25 each, incl. Champagne and party 


favours * Tickets available at Urban Lounge 
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WEDGEWOOD ROOM . «71 ' 

Hotel Macdonald, 486-9506 

* Wedgewood Room New Year's Eve Gala: Tickets for the New Year's Eve Gala in the Empire 
Ballroom have sold out but you can sfill welcome the New Year in at the Hotel Macdonald in 
the Wedgewood Room. Featuring intemational upscale trendy dance music with D) Tomski * 
Formal, fashionable and trendy attire * 7pm (cocktails), 7:30pm (dinner of distinction), 11:30pm 
(late house buffet), 9pm-3am (dance) * $110, incl. complimentary glass of champagne for mid- 
night toast, complimentary coffee and tea station through the evening, prizes, party favours 


WILD WEST SALOON 

12912-50 St, 476-3388 © 

* Go Wild New Year's Eve: With Krysta Scoggins, Chad Klinger, and Billy Ringo 

* 7pm (door), Spm (show) * $25 each, incl. Show, midnight buffet and party favours 


WORLD WATERPARK 

WEM 

* New Year's Eve Family Beach Party: Featuring a fireworks display, live m 
party favours * 6pm-midnight * $54.95 (adv, family pass, up to 4 family me 
additional family member $11.95 up to 3 members), $21.95 (adv. individua 
(door, family pass, each additional family Member $12.95)/$26 
Tickets avaiable at the Guest Services Centre, World Waterpark Admissions 


¥ AFTERHOURS 4 
10028-102 St, www.yafterhours.com 
* New Year's Eve * 12am-9am 


YEAR ENDER BENDER 
Route 1: The Armoury, 10310-85 Ave, 966-2385 
* New Year's Pubcraw! * 6:30pm (check-in), 8pm (depart) * $25 each, incl. drink at the 


starting location, party favours, bottie of champagre, VIP to NYE countdown after arty at 


the final destination 


YEAR ENDER BENDER 

Route 2: Hudsons on Whyte, 10307-82 Ave, 966-2385 

» New Year's Pubcrawl * 6:30pm (check-in), 8pm (depart) * $25 each, incl. drink at the 
starting location, party favours, bottle of champagne, VIP to NYE countdown after party at 
the final destination 


be 


YEAR ENDER BENDER 

Route 3: Hudsons South, 6107-104 St, 966-2385 
* New Year's Pubcraw! * 6:30pm (check-in), 8pm (depart) * $25 ea 
starting location, party favours, bottle of champagne, VIP to NYE coun 
the final destination 


YEAR ENDER BENDER : 

Rouite 3: Stonehouse, 1101 2 Jasper Ave, 966-2385 

* New Year's Pubcrawl * 6:30pm (check-in), 8pm (depart) 

* $25 each, incl. drink at the starting location, party favours, bottle of champagne, VIP to 


NYE countdown after party at the final destination 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET 
Londonderry Mall, 6606-137 Ave, 481-9857 
* Get “Grose” This New Year's Eve: Laugh with Edmonton's Andrew Grose, Paul Sveen and 
Howie Miller * $75 (buffet dinner and show), incl party favours and a glass of champagne 
$40 (show only), incl. party favours and a glass of champagne 
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Happy | 


Give us a dingle, we’re Open late New Year’s Eve. 
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00PM... SHOWTIME AT 9:00PM 
TICKETS ONLY $25 


) vA 
[INCLUDES: SHOW, MIDNIGHT BUFFET AND PARTY FAVOURS) 


Order online: pizza73.com GET YOUR TICKETS BEFORE THEY'RE SOLD OUT 


476-3388 © 12912-50ST. 
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Amongst the 
baubles and trinkets, 
shopkeepers and 
repairmen are all 
looking for a Lost 
Embrace 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


to Argentina. The country was 
devastated by a recession, massive 
inflation, and joblessness as the glob- 
al marketplace’s new millennium 
dawned, yet, ironically, there was lit- 
tle sign of cultural bankruptcy in the 
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T: 21st century has not been kind 
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OFFICIAL SI 
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STATRIS FRIDAY! 


“Philip Seymour Hofiman’s unmissable and unfor, 
should make him the front-runner ior ovexy Best Actor prize in the book. 
*CAPOTE’is a movie that doesn't pull its punches. 


“Peter Travers, 


GARN 


8712'- 


nation’s cinema. As the economy 
imploded, Marcelo Pifieyro’s aptly 
titled thriller Burnt Money (2000) was 
released, and then came Nine Queens 
(2000), a con-man caper set in a 
Buenos Aires where banks are closing 
and everyone is scamming for a 
plummeting peso. Lucrecia Martel 
soon arrived, bearing La Ciénaga 
(2001) and then The Holy Girl (2004), 
moody sister pieces that swirl lan- 
guidly around families’ sweltering 
malaise in small-town Argentina. 
The country’s latest cinematic 
export is Lost Embrace, a curiously 
affecting little bauble. Daniel Bur- 
man’s movie seems, at a passing 
glance, as much of a tawdry, banal 
trifle as the world in which it’s set— 
a tacky little mall in Buenos Aires. 
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‘gettable periormance as Truman Capote 
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But the film’s moments of whimsy 
and its wry comic insights into one 
man’s Prufrockian drifting and 
yearning through life add up to a 
charming oddity. 

We follow Ariel Makaroff (Daniel 
Hendler) into his seamy little world 
of glassed-off shoemakers, stationers, 
and radio repairmen. There's Ariel's 


DRAMA 


brother Joseph (Sergio Boris), a failed 
rabbi who gets assistant Ramon (Juan 
José Flores Quispe) to ship imported 
gadgets—singing fish, toy trolls, 
spring-coiled animals—around town. 
While Ariel himself works—well, 
stands around as his mother Sonia 


Starts Friday!) PRINCESS 


3 DIGITAL SOUND CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWT! * 


(Adriana Aizemberg) sells lingerie— 
in their store Elias Creations, named 
for Ariel’s father. But Elias is a fallen 
idol to Ariel, who resents his father 
leaving the family in 1973 to go fight 
in Israel. Though Ariel wants to 
reclaim his ancestry, it’s only so he 
can get a Polish passport and move 
to Europe, leaving a foundering 
Buenos Aires well behind him. 


LOST EMBRACE UNFOLDS as quasi- 
vignettes with lyrical titles (like 
“Honey in Canada”), while its tight, 
close-up camerawork often reduces 
frames to spliced snapshots of peo- 
ple’s faces. Burman finds an off-kilter 
poetry in the picayune, and the film 
is knitted together by its scenes of 
wry comedy and the wandering Ariel, 
a floundering, Jewish Quixote who 
could almost as easily roam about 
one of Montreal’s underground malls 
in a Mordecai Richler novel. 

The eclectic shopkeepers ply 
their small trades in a limbo world 
of faltering family businesses, while 
the supposed certainties of tradition, 
identity, and parentage are dwin- 
dling away, too. The feng shui store- 
owners, a Korean couple, came to 
Argentina to marry just as the law 
preventing their union back home 
was repealed. Sonia’s memories of 
moments from Ariel’s childhood 
contradict his own. Ariel asks about 


his father but doesn’t want to meet 
him, is afraid of running away from 
home and family as Elias did, and 
listlessly spins out an affair with Rita 
(Silvina Bosco), who runs an internet 
porn site and is either married to, or 
the daughter of, the old man who 
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opened the business for her. 

Lost Embrace never clings eagerly 
to such quirks, preferring to down- 
play the idiosyncrasies of this ragtag 
clutch of drifting souls with dead- 
pan humour, as when a rabbi casu- 
ally explains he’s moving to Miami 
to attract Hispanics to Judaism, or 
Ariel explains his downgraded 
dreams: “I left architecture over a 
scale problem. I studied to m 
buildings and cities and wound 
decorating store windows in a mall 
That's a scale problem.” 

Here and there, the film’s loose- 
ness doesn’t work. The general pre- 
tense that darker-skinned Ramon is 
Joseph’s right-hand man even as 
people casually treat him as a deliv- 
ery guy is too casual a nod t 
in Argentina, while the young 
female characters are as flimsy 
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racism 


store's panties. But scenes 1 
Ariel watches his circumcision 
again or where his grandmother 
sings an old Yiddish tune are 


poignantly surreal 

In 2 world of fluoresce 
displays, passing 
behind-shuttered-window d 


croy 


secrets, Lost Embrace shov 
Ariel says, “Behind our counters, we 
have our stories. Maybe not shat 


ing ones, but worth telling.” And 
worth seeing. © 


LOST EMBRACE 

Directed by Daniel Burman * Written by 
Danie! Burman and Marcelo Birmajer * 
Starring Daniel Hendler, Adriana 
Aizemberg, and Sergio Boris * Metro 
Cinema ¢ Fri-Mon, Dec 16-19 (7 pm) * 
425-9212 
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One monkey don’t stop no show in Peter 
Jackson’s wildly entertaining King Kong 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


=—=ate 


t it’s probably fair to say that no 
fesse im in motion picture history 
has captured what it must feel like 
to be carried in the fist of a 25-foot 
tall gorilla as a Tyrannosaurus Rex 
chases him through the jungle more 
vividly than Peter Jackson’s King 
Kong. Jackson takes an almost giddy 
delight in the sight of Kong violently 
flinging his new “bride,” plucky 
vaudeville performer Ann Darrow 
(Naomi Watts), from one side of the 
screen to the other. It’s such a crazy, 
dangerous image that you're fright- 
ened and feel like laughing at the 
same time, which is a great mood to 
be in when you're watching a movie. 
Jackson has, famously, cited the 
original 1933 King Kong as the film 
that made him want to be a director. 
His version of the story remains faith- 
ful to the basic structure of that film, 
but he does tinker around a little with 
the details: Jack Driscoll (Adrien 
Brody) is no longer a misogynistic first 
mate but a sensitive New York play- 
wright shanghaied by penniless 
movie producer Carl Denham (a 


‘rather aniathronistie-looking Jack 


Black) into joining him on his ocean 
voyage to Skull Island. Ann’ Darrow is 
now a former vaudeville performer 
who uses her juggling and acrobatic 
skills to amuse Kong—although, 
amusingly, Kong gets bored with her 
act pretty quickly. And a couple of the 
sailors on Denham’s crew get their 
characters fleshed out a little more 


=IGIANT APE! 


fully, such as a Conrad-reading cabin 
boy played by Jamie Bell from Billy 
Elliot. Perhaps Jackson’s wittiest 
homage to the 1933 version comes 
when he recreates the ritual dance of 
the Skull Island natives—a really terri- 
ble bunch of spear-carrying 1930s 
0oga-booga stereotypes—as part of 
the stage extravaganza Denham pro- 
duces after capturing Kong and bring- 
ing him to Broadway. 


BUT JACKSON’S BIGGEST CHANGE 
is simply the way he ramps up the 


action to its utmost extreme, using 
modern special effects technology to 
pull off sequences that Willi, 
O’Brien, the genius modelmake,; 
who supervised the original, could 
never have dreamed possible. Jack. 
son doesn’t just have one bron. 
tosaurus chase Denham and hi, 
crew; he has them chased through 
narrow ravine by a whole stampede 
of brontosauruses who keep tripping 
and falling ass over teakettle ove; 
each other—and then he has a cou- 
ple of velociraptors join in the chase 
as well. He doesn’t just have Kong 
wrestle a T. Rex to protect Ann; he 
wrestles three T. Rexes while falling 
down a gorge and getting tangled up 
in the vines. It's hard to find room 
for wit in sequences this gargantuan, 
but Jackson figures out a way—you 
can practically hear Jackson cackling 
behind the camera during the scene 
where Ann keeps escaping one 
dinosaur, only to keep encountering 
bigger and bigger dinosaurs just 
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n Truman Capote's In Cold Blood, his spell- 
ipinding account of a senseless murder in a 
rural community and its aftermath, no single 
figure touched by the events, however briefly, 
s through without some significant estab- 
lishment of character; no detail regarding the 
actions, ideas, feelings or even dreams of the 
people featured in these pages seem beyond 
the author’s narrative reach. The crystalline 
detail and flights of poetry of In Cold Blood are 
so rich as to truly substantiate Capote’s identi- 
fying the book a “non-fiction novel.” Yet 
something conspicuously absent from the 
book is Capote himself, who exists only as our 
phantom guide, netting the dense. psychologi- 
cal trauma surrounding these murders without 
leaving so much as a fingerprint in his wake. 

Bennett Miller’s Capote, in its evocatively 
compact, largely visual way, also vibrates with 
novelistic detail, its austere framing of the 
Kansas countryside where the Clutter family 
met their deaths (recalling Bergman’s Winter 
Light) and the gestures it captures from its play- 
ers (especially Chris Cooper and Clifton Collins 
Jr.) tell us volumes about the grief, isolation, 
anger and trust that haunts the characters with 
impressive economy. Yet here, Capote is no 
phantom but an active participant, an urbane, 
disarmingly effeminate outsider who appears in 
striking contrast to his surroundings. 

Adapted by Dan Futterman from Gerald 
Clarke’s biography of the same name, Capote 
follows Capote as he tries to find In Cold Blood, 
to coax his masterpiece out of the unruly shad- 
ows of real life, to almost literally distil the 
book from its source, and in doing so, develop 
intimate relationships—especially with con- 
victed killer Perry Smith—that shroud his bla- 
tant journalistic ambitions, causing une 
character to wonder if the book's title is a refer- 
ence to the murders or to the way Capote 
exploits his subjects. (The obvious third alter- 
native reading of the title would be in refer- 
ence to capital punishment.) A quietly 
provocative film, Capote is a critical portrait of 
a journalist in an ethical whirlpool, its only 
problem being its title and its closing title card, 
which inevitably reduce Capote to this single, 
if very powerful, period in his career. 

At the film’s heart is Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man’s performance as Capote, blending virtu- 
osic technical work—he uncannily speaks 
Capote’s distinctive voice without sounding 
like a caricature—with brilliant instinct for 
playing a delicate scene forcefully, as well as on 
a number of other levels. He so fully inhabits 
his role that there’s no niggling sense of his 
steering us toward developing sympathies, 
antipathies or any one interpretation. Also one 
of Capote’s executive producers, Hoffman has 
an unusual dual perspective on the film and its 
particular meaning for him. He spoke to Vue 
Weekly last Friday from his office in Manhattan. 


Vue Weekly: Biopics are frequently infused 
with this false air of resolution and redemp- 
tion, but Capote takes a highly critical approach 
of its subject. Given your task, was it difficult 
for you to compartmentalize the film’s implica- 
tions about Capote, your own feelings about 
Capote and your role embodying Capote? 

Philip Seymour Hoffman: | didn’t 
know much about Capote when I first took the 
job, so at the start I was genuinely unbiased. 
As an actor, I went into this always trying to 
support his angle. That's my work. But sure, 
looking from the outside I was quite aware of 
the harsh light that needed to be shone on 
him. I mean, that’s the story of this movie and 
I think it has a lot to say about the subsequent 
20 years of Capote's life. 

VW: So when you're playing Capote, how 
do you come to terms with the precarious way 
he conducts himself with his subjects? 

PSH: | look at it like this: He has this person 
he’s talking to who's murdered an entire family, 
so if Capote’s withholding information or lying 
to this man, there’s justification to be found in 


BIOPIC 


The talented 
Mr. Hoffman 


When Truman Capote published /n Cold Blood, 
he revealed himself as a controversial and 
complex figure—the perfect character for Philip 
Seymour Hoffman to sink his teeth into in the 
biopic Capote 


By JOSEF BRAUN 
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this very crude fact. Beside that, k thimk Mis 
ambition was burning him up inside; he was 
almost helpless under the blaze of white light 
he was walking toward. And then the other 
thing is that | think he’s very attracted to Perry. 
He becomes close to both Perry and Dick and 
deals with each compassionately in his book. So 
I think he had ways to justify his actions. 

course it’s a no-win situation. He can’t have this 
book and this success and have Perry lingering 
Perry needs to die for this work to come to life 


VW: Reading In Cold Blood after seeing Capote 

was very aware of the erotic element of Perry and 
Dick’s characterizations. It contribute: 
sense of ambiguity regarding Capote’s 


he is repulsed, or is he purel 
into false friendship for his own purposes? 

PSH: He's having all of these feeling 
these men and is nonetheless manipu 
them at the same time. That’s what ma 
script so good. Yet I also think it’s \ lear 
that his objective is always to get these men to 
trust him and tell him stuff. In that sense 
don’t know what you mean by ambiguity 

VW: | suppose it’s just that thing that hap- 
pens when we're caught up in a movie. For me 
at least, while in the thick of it 
Capote’s compassion or loyalty 
deeper than it does. It'was only at a point in 
the last third or so that I could 
doubt his fundamental ruthlessr 
then, I’m still swayed by 
Lee that he's in love 

PSH: And he is! He does love him—but he 
also knows that the book is going to be the 
best thing that ever happened to him. Both 
things are real. And that’s what causes the 
tragedy. It’s complex, but it’s not ambiguous 
because those feelings are real 


hope that 


him tel 


VW: Something that separates Capote distinct- 
ly from Capote’s writing is how it works on the 
level of self-reflection. In a sense, it’s a fiction 
about a real person making a fiction about a 
real event 

PSH: Absolutely. We're not making a docu- 
mentary. There needs to be certain liberties 
taken in order to... well, in order to still tell the 
truth; the truth as we see it. But that’s the 
same thing Capote does in his book: it’s allies 
tual, but from his angle. He provides a perspec- 
tive and I think that’s valuable. Otherwise it’s 
just a document. The artistry lends itself to dis- 
covering other truths 

VW: Perhaps one of these truths arises 
from the way the film reveals a proliferation of 
murder, the murder of the family allowing for 
the murder of the murderers. These murders 
without superfluous commentary, bookend the 
story, in a way that reminded me of Kieslows- 
ki’s A Short Film About Killing : 
through these films. And this is also alluded to 
in the book, when, near the beginning, Capote 
writes about “four shotgun blasts that, all told 
ended six human lives.” 

PSH: You're quite right, he’s very dee 
about those numbers and their consequences 
Yet I have to say that I never thought about 
that theory in making the film because it’s not 
very actable. Themes aren’t things you can 
think about when you're acting. Really, I think 
the film is less about the death penalty than it 
is about compromise and betrayal, and is it 
worth the price you pay? But you've hit on 
something in that, although it might not seem 
like it, you do see a lot of death in the movie 
In a way, it’s like Capote has come to bear wit- 
ness to all these deaths. And the truth he dis- 
covers is that they don’t pass through him 
without leaving marks. @ ~ 


Death flows 


CAPOTE 
Directed by Bennett Miller « 

Written by Dan Futterman * Starring Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, Catherine Keener and Chris 
Cooper * Opens Fri, Dec 16 
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-Unweleome presents 


Sarah Jessica 
Parker has a hard 
time celebrating 
Christmas with The 
Family Stone 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


; part from the underdog sports 
movie, the crusty-senior-adopts- 
-cute-orphan melodrama and 
basically anything starring Robin 
Williams as a twinkly-eyed man- 
child, the sentimental home-for-the- 
holidays comedy/drama may be the 
most cloying genre in all of Holly- 
wood. (In fact, one of the worst 
offenders in recent years was actual- 


ly called Home for the Holidays.) So 
it’s a pleasure when a movie like The 
Family Stone comes along and 
exceeds your expectations. It obeys 
all the Hollywood conventions—the 
conflicts are a little cookie-cutter, the 
ratio of laughter to tears feels a little 
too carefully calibrated and the way 
writer/director Thomas Bezucha 
makes sure all the lovers are happily 
paired off by the end of the film will 
undoubtedly strike some viewers as 
contrived and phony. But within 
those limitations, this is a very well- 
constructed ensemble piece that’s as 
neat and satisfying as a perfectly 
wrapped Christmas present. 

The clan that gives the film its 
title is a large, messy New England 
family presided over by soft-spoken 
patriarch Kelly (Craig T. Nelson) and 
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"One of the moat thorough and perauanive | 
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uninhibited matriarch Sybil (Diane 
Keaton). They're the kind of family 
that prides themselves on what 
loose, accepting free spirits they all 
are—Sybil gleefully discusses the sex 
life of her children in front of 
strangers, and they welcome their 
deaf son Thad (Ty Giardano) and his 
black husband (Brian White) to the 
dinner table with open arms—but 
who in fact turn insular and judg- 
mental whenever an outsider tries to 
penetrate their inner circle. That’s 
bad news for Meredith Morton 
(Sarah Jessica Parker), the fiancée of 
Kelly and Sybil’s son Everett (Dermot 
Mulroney), who's meeting the rest of 
the Stones for the first time over the 
Christmas holidays. They’d probably 
hate her anyway, but she only makes 
things worse for herself by being so 
uptight and so prone to making 
inappropriate comments at the din- 
ner table. (Fittingly, the film was 
originally going to be called Hating 
Her.) Her first day with the Stones is 
such a disaster, in fact, that Everett's 
family starts pressuring him to 
dump her—and even he begins 
thinking twice about his plan to pro- 
pose to her on Christmas morning. 


ACTUALLY, IT’S KIND OF HARD to 
figure out why Everett ever wanted 


GARNEAU 


CAPOTE 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 2:00 PM 
‘RATED 148 


to marry this cold fish in the first 
place, which is, I suppose, a flaw in 
the movie. But at the same time, | 
kind of admire Sarah Jessica Parker 
for not trying to turn Meredith’s 
social awkwardness into something 
that seems more adorable “once you 
get to know her’”—no, she goes out 
on a limb and makes this woman 
genuinely prickly and difficult and 
unlikable. Rachel McAdams gives 
her third winning performance of 
the year as Meredith’s chief nemesis, 


HOLIDAY 


Everett's perpetually disgruntled sis- 
ter Amy, while Luke Wilson lends a 
lot of soul to a part that probably 
sounds pretty cornball on paper— 
he’s Everett’s underachieving, easy- 
going pothead brother Ben, the first 
member of the Stone family to take 
a shine to Meredith. (I love the way 
Ben quietly repeats words and phras- 
es that he likes to himself—Wilson 
has a nice moment near the end of 
the film in which he lies on his 
childhood bed, murmuring the 
words “repeat the sounding joy” as 
if it’s the loveliest, most profound 
sentiment he’s ever heard in his life.) 
Diane Keaton is always a pleasure to 


PRINCESS 


10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 2:00 PM 
‘RATED 7. MATURE THERME MOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHILORER 


watch, and she lends the film a real 
spark as the mother, who has cancer 
and who her children don’t realize 
yet is celebrating what will probably 
be her final Christmas with them. 
Boy, that probably sounds like a 
pretty cornball plot thread too, but 
Bezucha executes it with taste and 
restraint, especially in a quiet scene 
where Nelson caresses the mastecto- 
my scar on Keaton’s chest. 

A couple of the characters get 
lost in the shuffle: Bezucha gives 
Everett's pregnant sister Susannah so 
little to do that one wonders 
whether some of her scenes didn’t 
make it into the final cut; and 
Patrick, the gay black son-in-law, is 
too blandly conceived to seem much 
more than a token double-minority. 
But you’ve got to count your bless- 
ings: The Family Stone is the rare 
Christmas movie that’s funny with- 
out being crass, tender without 
being maudlin, and seasonal with- 
out letting Tim Allen get anywhere 
near the set. O 


THE FAMILY STONE 

Written and directed by Thomas 
Bezucha ® Starring Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Diane Keaton, Rachel McAdams, 
Dermot Mulroney and Luke Wilson ¢ 
Opens Fri, Dec 16 


GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK 
NIGHTLY 7:10 & 9:05 PM 
SAT & SUN, MATINEES 2:30 


DECEMBER 15-21, 2005 


THIS WEEK'S NEW MOVIES 
O Capote Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Se Catherine Keener and Clifton 
gS Collins Jr. star in The Cruise direc- 

tor Bennett Miller's biopic about Tru- 

man Capote during the time he spent 
in Kansas researching the murders he 
would write about in In Cold Blood. 

Read Josef Braun’s article on page 47. 


by the Dozen 2 Steve Mar- 
tin, Hillary Duff and Piper Perabo star in 
The Pacifier director Adam Shankman’s 
comedy about a large family whose 
vacation becomes cutthroat when they 
enter into a competition with another 
large family. Opens Wed, Dec 21. 


The Family Stone Claire Danes, 

Rachel McAdams and Diane Keaton 

star in The Big Eden director Thomas 
Bezucha’s comedy about a favourite son 
who brings his uptight girlfriend home to 
meet his bohemian family as personality 
differences cause awkwardness, confusion 
and hostility. Read Paul Matwychuk’s 
review on page 48. 


oO King Kong Naomi Watts, Jack 
Seri Black and Adrien Brody star in 
gS The Lord of the Rings director 
Peter Jackson’s film about a film crew 
who bring a giant ape to New York, 
only to watch him escape and wreak 
havoc on the city. Read Paul 
Matwychuk’s review on page 46. 


Lost Embrace Daniel Hendler, 
Adriana Aizemberg and Jorge 
D’Elia star in Every Stewardess Goes 
to Heaven director Daniel Burman’s 
coming-of-age film about a young man 
who decides to leave Argentina for 
some adventure, only to get a dose of 
reality when his long-lost father comes 
into his life. Read Brian Gibson’s review 
on page 45. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Fri-Mon, Dec 16-19 (7 pm) 


O 
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Here’s your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
dination 

ppointment 
a ay! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Monday - Friday 
pa 1:30 pm & . 
3 pm -7 pm 

Saturda' 

9am - 


pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


or moore information or Lo book an appolatenent. 
bloodservices.ca 


FILM LISTINGS § 


FRI, DECEMBER 16- THU, DECEMBER 2 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


1 CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Tues 8:00 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri-Sat 7:00 9:00 Sun- 
Thu 8:00 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Wed-Thu 8:00 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chi- 
dren) no passes, on 2 screens, SR Dolby Digital) Daily 
12:00 12:45 3:30 4:10 6:45 8:00 10:00 
SYRIANA (14A, violence, DTS Digital) Daily 12:35 3:40 
7:00 10:15 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G, DTS Digital) Fri-Tue 12:25 
3:20 6:35 
AEON FLUX (14A, SR Dolby Digital) Fri-Tue 9:30 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children, 
DTS Digital) Daily 11:45 3:10 6:30 9:50 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children, DTS Digital) Daily 11:50 3:00 6:40 
9:40 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children, no passes, on 2 screens, SR Dolby 
Digital) Daily 12:15 1:00 4:20 5:10 8:30 9:15 
THE FAMILY STONE (PG, DTS Digital) Daily 1:15 4:00 
7:15 10:10 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) DTS Digital) Wed-Thu 12:25 2:50 5:15 
7:40 10:05 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481 
SAW II (184, gory scenes throughout) Sat Sun 11:00 
Daily 2:00 4:15 7:25 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 10:55 Daily 1:35 4:20 7:10 9:45 Fn Sat 
late show 12:10 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 1:55 4:40 7:05 
9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:20 3:55 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual content) Sat Sun 
11:25 Daily 1:40 4:00 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:30 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:25 4:25 6:55 9:30 Fn Sat 
late show 11:50 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A, coarse language, 
matur theme) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:25 4:05 6:50 9:40 Fri 
Sat 12:10 


IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Daily 210 7:00 


THE FOG (14A, frightening scanas) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 
4:45 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


SERENITY (144, violence) Dally 1:30 9:45 Fn Sat late 
show 12:15 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 2:05 4:55 7:25 10:15 Fri Sat late 
show 12:30 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Daily 7;20 9:35 Fri Sat late 
show 11:40 


CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may frighten young children) Sat 
Sun 11:30 Daily 4:30 7:15 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (184, coarse language, sex- 
ual content) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:45 4:10 7.15 9:55 Fri 
Sat late show 12:10 


WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual contact) Sat Sun 
11:20 Daily 1:50 4:35 7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
SAW II (18A, gory scenes throughout) Sat Sun 17:05 
Daily 1:30 5:00 7:25 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:50 4:30 7:05 9:40 Fri Sat 
late show 12:05 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:40 4:45 7:00 
9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 2:00 4:50 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual content) Sat Sun 
11:15 Daily 4:50 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


AHISTORY OF VIOLENCE (184, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 2:05 4:25 7:35 10:00 Fri Sat 
late show 11:50 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A, coarse language, 
matur theme) Daily 6:50 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:25 4:15 6:55 9:35 Fri 
Sat late show 12:05 

THE FOG (144, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 
2:00 4:55 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:30 

SERENITY (14A, violence) Daily 2:10 7:30 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:35 4:40 7:20 9:40 Fri Sat lata show 
12:00 


TWO FOR THE MONEY (14A, coarse language through- 
out) Daily 2:15 9:55 Fri Sat late snow 12:15 


CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may frighten young children) Sat 
Sun 11:10 Daily 6:10 7:10 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (124, coarse language, sex- 
ual content) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 1:55 4:35 7:15 9:50 Fri 
Sat late show 12:20 


WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual contact) Sat Sun 
11:18 Daily 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 

JUST FRIENDS (144) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:40 7:40 Mon-Tue 
4:40 7:40 

AEON FLUX (144) Fri-Tue 10:00 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 6:45 9:20 
Mon-Thu 4:20 6:45 9:20 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Sun 12:40 4710 6:50 9:50 Mon- 
Thu 4:10 6:50 8:50 


SYRIANA (144, violence) Fri-Sun 1:10 3:50 6:40 9:30 
Mon-Thu 3:50 6:40 9:30 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Sun 12:00 1:20 4:00 5:10 8:10 
9:00 Mon 4:00 5:10 8:10 9:00 on 3 screens: Tue-Thu 
4:00 5:10 8:10 9:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil 
dren) Fri-Sun 12:30 1:30 3:30 4:40 6:45 8:00 9:45 Mon 
3:30 4:40 6:45 8:00 9:45 on 2 screens: Tue-Thu 3:30 
4:40 6:45 8:00 9:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes, nol racammended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 12:10 3:15 6:30 9:35 Mon-Thu 3:15 6:30 9:25 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri-Tue Wed-Thu 4:50 
7:00 8:15 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Tue Wed-Thu 3:10 5:20 7:30 9:40 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children, no passes) Fri 3:45 4:30 7:15 8:30 


9:00 Sat-Sun 11:45 12:30 3:00 3:45 4:30 7:15 8:30 9:00 
Mon-Thu 7:15 8:30 9:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil- 
dren) Fri 3:30 4:00 6:30 7:00 9:30 10:00 Sat-Sun 11:30 
12:10 3:30 4:00 6:30, 7:00 9:30 10:00 Mon-Thu 6:30 
7:00, 9:30 10:00 


SYRIANA (144A, violence) Fri 3:50 6:50 9:55 Sat-Sun 
12:00 3.50 6:50 9:55 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:55 


JUST FRIENDS (14A) Fri-Sat 3:55 7:20 9:45 Sun 3:55, 
9:45 Mon Tue 7:20 9:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Fri 3:35 7:30 Sat-Sun 11:50 3:35 7:30 Mon-Thu 7:30 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young chikiren) Fri 3:40 6:40 9:50 Sat-Sun 11:40 3:40 
6:40 9:50 Mon-Thu 6:40 9:50 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri 4:20 7:10 9:40 Sat- 
Sun 12:40 4:20 7:10 9:40 Mon Tue 7:10 9:40 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Sat-Sun 12:20 


WWE: ARMAGEDDON (Classification not available) Sun 
6:00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no passes) Wed-Thu 
7:20 9:45 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommendes for 
young children) Wed-Thu 7:10 9:40 


aS 0 eas 
§712-109 St, 433-0728 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommended for chil- 
dren) Daily 7:00 9:20 Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 435-6977 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse lanquage,sexual content) Fr 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 


EK AJNABEE (184, violence) Fri Mon-Thu 8:30 Sat-Sun 
1:05 4:20 8:30 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:50 9:25 Sat-Sun 1:00 3:55 6:50 9:25 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05 9:15 
Sat-Sun 1:15 3:30 7:05 9:15 


DERAILED (144, violence, coarse language throughout) 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:20 9:45 Sat-Sun 1:20 4:10 7:20 9:45 


RENT (PG, coarse , Mature themes) Fri Mon- 
Thu 6:40 9:30 Sat-Sun 42:45 3:50 6:40 9:30 


GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN’ (18A, coarse language, vio- 
lence) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30 Sst 1:25 4:00 6:30 Sun 1:25 
6:30 

KISS KISS, BANG BANG (144, violence, coarse isn- 
guage throughout) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:35 Sat-Sun 1:15 
3:45 7:10 9:35 


& be 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


458-9822 
THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Daily 1:15 3:15 5:20 9:45 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 1:20 3:10 5:00 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G) Daily 6:45 9:20 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG 


frightening scenes. nat recommended for young children) 
Daily 1:10 4:30 7:45 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chit. 

dren) Dally 1:00 4:45 8:30 "7 
KING KONG (PS, frightening scenes 
for young chiidren) Daily 1:05 


hot recommended 
5 8:30 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
KING KONG (PG, frantening soane: 
for young children) Daily 7:30 Sat 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
young children) Daily 7:05 9:20 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PF 
dren} Daily 6:50 9:35 S 


Not recomm 
1200 


may fright: 


jung ct 


Sun 


JUST FRIENDS JUST FRIENDS (144) 
Sat Sun 1:00 3:30 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 7-0 


9:00 Sat-S 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil 
dren) Daity 7:00 9:30 Sat-Sun 12:30 3:15 


METRO CINEMA 


9826-103A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
LOST EMBRACE (144) Fri-Mon 7:00 


GRIZZLY MAN (144, 
7,00 


coarse language) Fri Sat Sun Mon 


NEW WEST M. 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Fri-Sun 1:50 
4:20 7:20 9:45 Mon-Thu 7:20 9:45 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Fri-Sun 2:90 4:45 6:40 8:50 Mor 
The 6:40 8:50 

DOOM (18A, gory scenes) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:30 7:10 9:40 
Mon-Thu 7:10 9:40 

ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse lanauage, mature 
themes) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:15 6:50 9:25 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:25 
CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may Inghten young chidren) Fr- 
Sun 2:30 4:45 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7:20 9:45 Mon-Thu 7:20 9:45 
JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:40 7:30 
Mon-Thu 7:20 9:30 

WEDDING CRASHERS (144, sexual content) Fri-S 
1:30 4:00 6:20 9:10 Mon-Thu 6:30 9:10 


THE FOG (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 


930 


6:45 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 

THE FAMILY STONE (PG, no passes) Fn-Mion Vv 
1:00 3:50 7:00 9:40 Tus 3:50 7:00 9:40 Star A 
Strollers Screening: no ps Tue 1:08 
KING KONG (PG, trightening scenes, not rex 
for young children, ro passeay Daily 11:30 12:20 1:3¢ 
2:30 3:30 4:30 5:30 6:45 FMS 8:45 9:45 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE baller 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG. may frighten you 
dren) Daily 11:45 12:45 1:45 3:00 4:00 5:00 6: 
8:15 9:30 10.20 
SYRIANA (144. violence) 
AEON FLUX (14) Fri-Tue 12:10 2 


JUST FRIENDS (144) Fri-Tue Thu 2:00 5 
Wed 2:00 10:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
fnghtening scenes, nol recommended for young chi 
Fri-Mon 12:40 3:40 4:10 6:50 7:30 10:10 Tue 12:00 
4:10 6:50 7:30 10:10 Weed-Thu 12:40 3:40 6:50 10:10 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young chikiren) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:20 3:20 6:40 
9:50 Tue 12:20 3:20 9: 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri-Tue *2:00 1:50 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2(G, no passes) Wed-Thu 
12:00 2:10 4:50 7:20 9:35 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Wed-Thu 12:10 2:20 5:10 7:30 955 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommended for ctil- 
dren) Dally 7:00 9:20 Sat-Sun 2:00 


smmended 


daily 1:10 4:20 7:10'10;00 


20 5:10 7:20 10:30 


7:50 10:15 


GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK (PS) Daily 7 
Sat-Sun 2:30 


CAPOTE (1 4A) Daily 7 


ee ee 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF Lei P 
thgr 


Daity 


SYRIANA (14, plencs 
JusT FRIENDS (144) 
9:40 Sat 1:45 4:20 7:10 
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WWE: ARMAGEDDON (Ciessificat 


6:00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 no passes Th 


50 2:15 4 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (P 


KING KONG [PS, f 
for young eh 
4:15 5:15 6 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (> PG, m 
dren) Daily 
6:30 7:00 


SYRIANA (144, 
AEON FLUX (144) 


Mon 1:50 10:4 
JUST FRIENDS 
HARRY. aS: AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE [PG. 


WALK THE LINE (PG. 
for young children} Daily 12: 


PRIDE ne ey 3) F 
3:20 6 


CHICKEN LITTLE 


WWE: ARMAGEDDON (Cis: 
5:00 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, r 
young children) Wed 2 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2G 


102:40 5.00 7: 4 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8725 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND Ling! WARDROBE 3. ma 


HARRY porn AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE [PG 
gnter 
i Mae 
KING KONG ( 
for young 
8:00 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Mon Ti Sat-Sun 12:0 


2:30 4;30 7:00 


RENT (PG, coarse language, msture themes) Fri 
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young children} 
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&SNOW 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 


SEE RISE AGAINST 


NN CONCERT THAT NIGHT 
AT JINGLE BELL ROCK AT THE 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


ALONG WITH BOYS NIGHT our, : 


COMEBACK KID, AND 


SKATEBOARDS & SNOWBOARDS 
WEST EDMONTON MALL / WHYTE AVENUE 
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children 


The Pevensie kids in The 
Chronicles of Narnia save 
the fictional land, but do 
little for the film 


By DARREN ZENKO 
sage into Narnia, never joined millions of 


other children in stepping through that 
enchanted wardrobe into 


Geisine: along the line I missed my pas- 


that wintry land of magic, 
allegory and talking animals. 


Where The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe should be, my heart has The 
Black Cauldron and The Phantom Tollbooth. So, 1 
don’t know.... when Cauldron and Tollbooth 
were turned into lame animated movies (the 
latter far lamer) it was a let down of excellent 
source material; is The Chronicles of Narnia 
a failed adaptation, or is C.S. Lewis's “beloved” 
book (has Disney trademarked that adjective, 
yet?) really this weak? 

A family of four English children—iittle Lucy 
(Georgie Henley), resentful Edmund (Skandar 
Keynes), bookish Susan (Anna Popplewell) and 
eldest Peter Pevensie (William Moseley)— 
stressed and seared after the Blitz forces them to 
relocate to the countryside, stumble upon a hid- 
den doorway into another world, a world where 
they are called upon to fulfill a prophecy of sal- 
vation, to break a reign of evil, to become 
heroes. In the structure of John Campbell’s hero- 
ic “monomyth,” this is the “Call to Adventure.” 
The next step on the heroes’ journey is “Refusal 
of the Call”: frightened, uncertain, mired in the 
mindset of the mundane, the heroes try in vain 
to avert their destiny. This we get.... and get... 
and ee getting. With the SGOT of the 


"+e. oo eee Sonneratia. | 
youngest, the petulant Pevensie siblings refuse 


the call until the bitter end, instead being 
pushed, pulled and dragged by circumstance 
along a corridor of incident, being snippy little 
shits to each other the whole way. Fantastic! _ 


IT DOESN'T HELP that director Andrew Adam- 
son’s vision of the land of Narnia has all the 
sweeping breadth of an elaborate mall-Santa 
grotto, complete with plasticky trees and gallons 
of SynthaSnow. With the exception of a couple 
of breathtaking vista shots and a climactic battle 
in a New Zealand mountain valley—look close 
and you can just make out faded storyboards 
from Lord of the Rings wadded up under the lee- 
ward side of those grand boulders—the film’s 
locations feel cramped, one-dimensional and 
distinctly unmagical. The palace of the White 
Witch (Tilda Swinton) looks ’80s-cheap on the 
outside (“It’s only a model!”) and even cheesier 
inside; all that computer graphic power, and 
we're left with the impression of an icy, two- 
room apartment, the mother-in-law suite Super- 
man built onto his Fortress of Solitude. No 
visual surprises, no stretching of tired fantasy 
iconography and not much new or exciting to 
look at.... the perfect setting, I guess, for the 
Pevensies’ torpid point-to-point slog. 

But, hey.... Aslan! Talking lion, Christ-figure, 
fabled warrior, legendary general, fount of wis- 
dom; above all else, I was told by fans, Aslan 
was the thing Adamson had to get right. Okay; 
big, noble lion with mane ruffling in the digital 
breeze and, like all lions, pretty cool looking.... 
and then he opens his mouth. Well, sort of 
opens his mouth; like the rest of the computer- 
puppet animals of Narnia, Aslan’s speaking is a 
TV-commercial-grade wubbling of facial planes, 
a boneless mushmouth. With 
Liam Neeson’s grave books- 
on-tape delivery so poorly 
mixed, it sounds more like a 
voiceover, and the effect is laughable. 

Man, I sound like a cranky asshole, snarking 
on about what's supposed to be some harmless 
family fun. I guess it just comes down to what 
you want out of a fantasy movie. If you're will- 
ing to put up with a flat, ugly, uninspired, small- 
minded, witless bore of a film for the sake of 
waving something—anything!—loud and shiny 
in front of your ADD kids’ faces for a couple 
hours, here’s your film; buy the DVD when it 
comes out, save on babysitting money. You 
could do worse. But if you want imagination, 
legitimate emotion, and a sense of magic and 
wonder that speaks for itself rather than relying 
on generic stirring strings and constant close-up 
reaction shots from wide-eyed children, look 
elsewhere. I mean, even Legend had Tim Curry. O 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE 
Directed by Andrew Adamson ® Written by Ann 
Peacock, Andrew Adamson, Christopher Markus 
and Stephen McFeely ¢ Starring Tilda Swinton, 
Liam Neeson, Skandar Keynes and Anna Popplewell 
* Now playing 
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around the corner. 

Jackson’s Kong is bigger and even more 
spectacular than the 1933 original, and yet it 
must be said that I doubt it will linger in peo- 
ple's memories the same way. All Jackson wants 
to do is create a whiz-bang piece of popular 
entertainment, and that’s where his ambitions 
end. This movie is big, but it’s not mythic the 
way the 1933 Kong was. 

The Carl Denham character in the 1933 
Kong was an obvious stand-in for its adventure- 
loving co-director, Merian C. Cooper. And so, 
Jackson's decision to have Jack Black play Den- 
ham as a double-dealing charlatan seemed at 
first like an oddly disrespectful gesture towards 
the creator of a film he claimed to love. But as 


the film went on, I realized that Black’s Den- 
ham, who would rather be trampled by 
dinosaurs than drop his camera, is actually a 
stand-in for Jackson: a tubby guy with big 
dreams who adores making movies. When one 
character in Jackson’s film says Denham 
“always destroys the things he loves,” you get 
the feeling that Jackson is expressing his own 
worries about desecrating the memory of 
Cooper's film. He shouldn't worry. Jackson’s 
version is definitely a lesser achievement in the 
grand scale of things, but in the here and now, 
as you sit there in the theatre, this new Kong 
grabs you tight in its giant gorilla fist and takes 
you on one hell of an entertaining ride. O 


KING KONG 

Directed by Peter Jackson * Written by Fran Walsh, 
Philippa Boyens and Peter Jackson © Starring Naomi 
Watts, Jack Black and Adrien Brody * Now playing 
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Local rapper 
Cadence Weapon 
is poised to put 
Edmonton on the 
map with his hotly 
anticipated new disc, 
Breaking Kayfabe 


By ROSS MOROZ 


oll town. Tired, decrepit old Can- 
rock dinosaurs who couldn’t get 
booked into a one-room pub in the 
least fashionable part of Toronto play 
sold-out shows here with alarming 
regularity; every suburban teenager 
from St. Albert to Sherwood Park 
seems to have his own punk or emo 
band; and local journalists boast 
about how excitingly on-the-verge E- 
town’s indie-rock scene is until 
they’re blue in the face. So upon 
hearing that an up-and-coming 
Edmonton musician’s new album has 
garnered glowing reviews from 
sources as disparate as Pitchfork and 
the Globe and Mail and will be fea- 
tured on the cover of an upcoming 
issue of Macleans magazine, it would 
be fair to naively assume that one of 
our city’s scruffy hipster guitarists 
had finally struck it big, rather than 
realizing that it is, in fact, local rap 
phenom Cadence Weapon that has 
the continent’s music press all abuzz. 
Cadence Weapon, a.k.a. 19-year- 
old Garneau resident Rollie Pember- 
ton, has just released his first 
full-length, Breaking Kayfabe, on 
Toronto's Upper Class Recordings, 
and hyperbolistic accolades have 
been pouring in from across North 
America (as of yet, no review has 
been lower than four stars). Not bad 
for a kid who just started rapping 
seriously in the last three years, and 
who somewhat unbelievably contin- 
ues to call the hip-hop black hole 
that is Edmonton his home base. 
“That's the number one ques- 
tion: why do J still live here?” Pem- 
berton laughs over a beer at the 
Sugarbowl, just steps from his home 
near the university campus. 
“Because I like it here. Why should I 
have to move? I feel like in this day 
and age you can do anything on the 
internet. That’s how I initially got 


Fern is undeniably a rock ‘n’ 
r 


signed, actually; someone put a song 
of mine on a blog and a label con- 
tacted me because of that.” 

For Pemberton, the idea of hav- 
ing to move to a larger centre to pur- 
sue a serious career in music is largely 
obsolete. “It’s so easy to get your 
music out there from anywhere, and 
if 1 need to go to Toronto or New 
York for something, it’s not that hard 
to get there. I’ve lived in Edmonton 
my entire life, and I see no reason to 
change who | am or where I’m from 
just because I happen to be success- 
ful,” he insists, noting that he sees 
the prevailing opposite attitude as 
not only misguided but even detri- 
mental. “I feel like the reason there 
isn’t a solid, cohesive Edmonton 
scene is because until recently any- 
one who becomes successful here 
moves away, which is totally coun- 
terproductive to creating a scene.” 


AND THAT SCENE, however hetero- 


clite and incohesive, is something 


E 


Pemberton credits for his music's 
notable diversity and individuality: in 
a hip-hop world divided between 
catchy but vacuous commercial tripe 
and intelligent if totally inaccessible 
underground esotericism, Pemberton’s 
rap is lauded for its mix of smart, intro- 
spective subject matter with floor-fill- 
ing hooks and infectious beats. 
“Edmonton’s music scene is 
totally different than anywhere else, 
in that it’s more of a melting-pot sit- 
uation; for instance I find myself far 
more aligned with a lot of indie 
rockers than with the rap crowd, so | 
have a bit of that sensibility,” he 
agrees. “I've been saying forever that 
the difference between underground 


‘ hip-hop and cofmmercial hip-hop is 


tunefulness and pop sensibility, 
which are important to all music. 
Underground rappers complain that 
mainstream hip-hop is too one- 
dimensional—you know, it’s all 
about girls, cars, money, stuff like 
that—but the thing is, they’re only 
rapping about how much they hate 
those guys, so they're guilty of the 
same thing, really. So I'd kind of like 
to bridge the gap there; I'd like to 
rap about things that matter, but I'd 
like to make music that you could 
play in a club and dance to.” 
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In Pemberton’s mind, this is why 
his music has somewhat surprisingly 
managed to catch on with the people 
more inclined to listen to Death From 
Above than Death Row. “1 think 
maybe the indie-rock crowd likes my 
music because the more thugged-out 
rap doesn’t appeal to them at all—if 
anything, it kind of threatens their 
ideals and what they believe in. And 
the underground rap is just so tuneless 
and hard to listen to,” he speculates. “T 
feel like I'm in the middle: | still have 
the pop accessibility, but 1 bring some 
depth to it, and I think people really 
understand that. I’ve never really 
heard another rapper combine the dif- 
ferent elements that I work with.” 


IT ALSO DOESN'T HURT to rap about 
things most Edmontonians are famil- 
iar with in a much less metaphorical 
way: unlike many young rappers who 
feel the need to proselytize about 
gangster-worthy tales of murder and 
violence even if they've never been 
exposed to such experiences, Pember- 
ton is known for rapping about the 
Black Dog, New City and ETS busses, 
and this local flavour apparently 
appeals to non-Edmontonians, too. 

“I think people appreciate the 
honesty, even if they have no idea 
what these things are,” he says. “It's 
the same idea as grime from the UK. 
It’s very culturally specific: they're 
using slang that no one understands, 
but it feels like you're being let in on 
a secret or learning something about 
this totally different world, and peo- 
ple like that—it’s like reading 2 
novel, in that you're being taken to 
a different place.” 

Apparently he’s on to some- 
thing—so far, the increasingly 
diverse group of people who have 
been exposed to Breaking Kayfabe 
have nothing but praise for the 
intensely listenable album. So if 
everyone from rap elitists from 
Toronto to cynical hipsters from 
Edmonton can dig Cadence Weapon, 
will stereotypical Macleans and Globe 
and Mail readers, too? 

“That's the plan,” Pemberton 
laughs. “Hopefully a bunch of peo- 
ple will read Macleans at the doctor's 
office and end up buying my album. 
I'll let you know." © 
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Hip Hop for Hunger * With Politic 
Live, Kreesha Turner, Loboko, 
Fatty Jones, Freshly Squeezed and 
D] Weez El » Starlite Room ° Fri, 
Dec 16 It’s a bit of an understatement 
to say Edmonton is not much of a hip- 
hop town. A quick scan of publications 
like Vue and its contemporaries reveals 
an awful lot of articles about rock in all 


thing of a renaissance, made all the 
more impressive by the lack of interest 
within the press. The scene's depth 
and vitality will be on display this 
weekend at one of Edmonton’s pre- 
mier hip-hop events as the Starlite 
Room hosts the fourth annual Hip-Hop 
for Hunger, a benefit for the Edmon- 
ton Food Bank that this year features 
Edmonton hip-hop luminaries Politic 
Live and Kreesha Turner and is, accord- 
ing to its organizer, becoming a highly 
anticipated date on the Edmonton hip- 
hop calendar. 

“\ts definitely very looked forward 
to. People tell me it’s a staple event for 
Alberta hip hop,” enthuses Hip-Hop for 
Hunger’s Jason Gooz. “People are start- 
ing to just expect it. In September peo- 
ple will start posting on message boards 
or making phone calls asking ‘what's up 
with Hip Hop for Hunger this year?’, 
you know, like ‘who's playing?” 

For Gooz, this level of interest is a 
testament to both the quality of his 
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event and to the increasing popularity 
of local hip-hop in general. “I think the 
scene in Edmonton is definitely 
expanding,” he raves. “I’ve been 
involved in this scene for five or six 
years now, and it’s absolutely bubbling 
right now, with Kreesha getting her 
song on 91.7 The Bounce, and Politic 
Live having a video on Much. There 
are a lot of different people making a 
lot of different styles of hip hop in this 
city that are gaining more and more of 
a following.” 

Despite his optimism, however, 
Gooz does acknowledge that Edmon- 
ton’s hip-hop scene has some pretty big 
challenges to overcome, even if most 
have nothing to do with the music 
being created here itself. “Because of 
the rap that is getting played on the 
radio these days—you know, people 
like, say, 50 Cent—a lot of people auto- 
matically think all rap is like that, and 
they won't even give the rap coming 
out of Edmonton a chance,” he specu- 
lates, noting that Edmonton’s famous 
self-defeatism (a trait familiar to many 
burgeoning rock acts, as well) doesn’t 
do much for the scene, either. 

“A lot of Edmonton hip-hop artists 
are getting lots of recognition from 
places outside of Edmonton, but it 
seems like the people in this city won't 
give people a chance. There's this idea 
that if you're from Edmonton you're 
automatically no good,” he complains, 
noting that, in his mind, this attitude 
isn’t unique to Edmonton. 

“| wouldn't even hang that on 
Edmonton—it’s more of a Canadian 
thing, | think. Canadians say they want 
Canadian artists to blow up and make 
it big, but when they do everybody 
talks trash about them,” he observes, 
mentioning Vancouver's Swollen Mem- 
bers. “They‘ve got fans in Europe and 
the States, but because of that every- 
one who used to be into them here 
thinks they suck now.” 

Still, Gooz remains optimistic. 
“We're not getting the exposure from 
the media to really get stuff out to the 
fans, but as the scene is coming along 
more and more people are starting to 
appreciate the talent and drive people 
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have in this crazy scene,” he says. “It's 
only a matter of time until people in 
the rest of the world catch on and see 
what we have happening in this little 
hick town up here.” 


The Kasuals * With The Wednes. 
day Night Heroes, Generation Con. 
demned, City Streets and Youth 
Unit * New City * Sun, Dec 18 « ali 
ages Two years after a nasty breakup, 
the embittered participants, having long 
since forgotten the petty causes of their 
emotionally charged split, encounter 
one another randomly one day. 

“Oh, hi!” says one, his tone a little 
more warm than he would have 
expected. 

“Hey!” comes the friendly reply 
“Wow, you, um, you look good. Rea! 
good.” 

“Um, thanks.” He blushes. 

There’s an awkward pause. “So, 
um, maybe we could get togethe; 
sometime—you know, hang out, or 
whatever,” 

There’s a moment’s hesitation 
“Sure,” he replies. “Id like that.” 

So they do, and, of course, the 
spark of fondly remembered moments 
rekindles the fire of passion, and while 
the relationship is in no risk of becom- 
ing as serious as it once was, they 
begin meeting surreptitiously, jam- 
ming late into the night just like the 
old days. 

Wait... jamming? 

“We've been broken up for almost 
two years now, but lately we’d been 
talking to each other and realized that 
we'd all missed each other so much 
that we might as well play a couple of 
shows,” explains former and current 
Kasuals guitarist Liam Harvey Oswald 
“As much as we did call it quits, | think 
we're looking at it like, while we're 
never going to be a serious band 
again, once in a while we might show 
up and play somewhere, just for fun.” 

The semi-reformed Kasuals—fea- 
turing original members Oswald, 
Gabba Gabba Jay on vocals and guitar, 
Al Camino on bass, Darren Charleston 
Chewka on drums—aren’t about to 
sugarcoat the circumstances surround- 
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their earlier demise. “To be honest, 
hich probably a lot of people aren’t 
in this situation, there was totally bad 
ood between us when we broke up. 
j think a lot of it just had to do with 
ears and years of sharing bands,” 
admits Oswald, who once played in 
Les Tabernacles along with Chewka 
and Camino, although he eventually 
left the Tabs to concentrate on the 
Kasuals while the rhythm section 
remained, a decision that became a 
source of tension within the group. 

“| had worked really hard to help 
the Kasuals get a lot of shows and 
become popular, atid a couple of really 
great things had come up for us,” says 
Oswald. “We had the opportunity to 
get on some really awesome tours, but 
Les Tab had some shows booked that 
would have conflicted, so we had to 
pass up a pretty decent opportunity 
with a really big band, and | think that 
was basically the kicker for me. | felt like 
if | was going to be working this hard 
just to give up these really big opportu- 
nities because these guys are in another 
band, it definitively wasn’t worth ren 

But such unpleasantness is now 
firmly behind the group, whose partial 
reformation has created something of 


4 stir among the band’s apparently 
numerous fans, something that has 
pleasantly surprised Oswald. 
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“it never really sunk in for me that 
we were a pretty popular band, at 
least in Edmonton,” he explains. “I 
think it’s kind of unfortunate that we 
broke up just as we were, as it turns 
out, kind of exploding. That part's sad, 
but we're going to have some fun with 
this now.” 


Chick Maggot * With Uncle Out- 
rage and Automatic Everything ° 
Sidetrack Café * Wed, Dec 21 An 
astute Music Notes reader recently 
pointed out that this column refer- 
ences the seminal mockumentary This 
is Spinal Tap a \ittle too much for her 
liking. Fair point, dear reader, and 
steps have been taken to ameliorate 
this problem, certainly, although it’s 
regrettable that Edmonton punks 
Chick Maggot had to appear in this 


space in its new Tap-free incarnation. 
Roughly a dozen people have played 
in Chick Maggot—less than Tap’s 37, 
certainly, but, you know, still hilari- 
ous—and the Maggots seem to share 
Spinal Tap’s unfortunate luck with per- 
cussionists, although, admittedly, they 
have yet to lose a drummer to a, 
ahem, “bizarre gardening accident.” 

“All of our drummers seem to 
move on to bigger and better things, 
for sure,” admits guitarist Roy Sasano. 
Hmmm... Bigger and better things, 
you say? That's a little self-deprecating, 
don’t you think? 

”\Ne've never gone on a tour, and 
we have a very limited fanbase, | guess,” 
he shrugs. “But we're very ambitious— 
in many ways we're more ambitious 
than many of the other bands out there. 
We want to do what we want to do, but 
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do it our way, and essentially come out 
of it without making any money.” 

Huh? 

“We put out material and give it 
away for free. We play shows, and we 
try not to take in any money,” Sasano 
reiterates, revealing his band’s marked- 
ly un-Tap politics. “At some level it’s 
almost a protest against the way the 
music industry works: you have your 
major-label bands who basically sell 
their souls completely, and then you 
have honest, hardworking musicians 
who barely scrape by—and yet the 
ones that succeed are not the best 
musicians but the best businessmen, 
and that’s unfortunate, because a lot 
of great musicians have to give up 
because of the limitations that the cap 
italist system forces upon them.” 

Crank it to eleven, comrades. ® 


—— 
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Meet your dream girl 


BD ui; Mew Years Eve 


at NEW CITY 
10 bucks, 2rooms, 5 djs 


1 - CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 

2 - MARIAH CAREY - DON’T FORGET ABOUT US 
3 - SHAWN DESMAN - MAN IN ME 

4 - MADONNA - HUNG UP 

5 - THE SHOW- WATCHIN’ ME 

6 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - STICKWITCHU 


7 - PRETTY RICKY - YOUR BODY 
8 - RIHANNA - IF IT'S LOVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
9 - BEYONCE/ SLIM THUG - CHECK ON IT 
10 - KREESHA TURNER - BOUNCE WITH ME 
11 - KANYE WEST/ ADAM LEVINE - 
HEARD EM SAY 
12 - SHAKIRA - DON’T BOTHER 
13 - CARL HENRY -! WISH 
14 —- EMINEM - WHEN I’M GONE 
15 - T-PAIN - I'Mi SPRUNG 
16 - JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 
FRIENDAMINE 
17 - AKQN/ YOUNG JEEZY - SOUL SURVIVOR 
18 - MASSARI - REAL LOVE 
19 - JAIMIE FOXX/ LUDACRIS - UNPREDICTABLE 
20 - KELLY CLARKSON - 
BECAUSE OF YOU (REMIX) 
21 - KANYE WEST/ JAMIE FOXX - GOLD DIGGER 
22 - KARDINAL OFFISHALL - 
EVERYDAY RUDE BWOY 
23 - SEAN PAUL - WE BE BURNIN’ 
24 - 50 CENT - WINDOW SHOPPER 
25 - BLACK EYED PEAS - MY HUMPS 
26 - JEFF HENDRICK - | JUST WANNA DANCE 
27 — BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 
28 —- ROSETTE - CRUSHED 
29 - TWISTA/ TREY SONGZ - GIRL TONITE 
30 - GWEN STEFANI - LUXURIOUS 
31- KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 
32 - RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 
33- BOW WOW/ CIARA - LIKE YOU 
34- JULLY BLACK - 5X LOVE 
35- SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 
36 - GORILLAZ - FEEL GOOD INC. 
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ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Wonitha 
Thomas Band; 7pm; donations 


CEILS Screech; 9pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
(Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER’S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS The Lab Hands 
GRINDER Thursday jam night 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11 pm. 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/roek/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JJ'S PUB 3 Piece Frankentein and 
Mine All Mine (rock) 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham's 
Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB The Three 
Amigos (rock) 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
Latin music, jam and dancing; 
8pm 

NEST Open stage with Nick Zyla 
every Thu 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The 
Kasuals, Blame-It’s, Pind; no minors 


O'BYRNE’S Whiternud Drive 
(rock) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Mr, Something 
Something, The Michael Edwards 
Band; 8pm; $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE The Extreme 
Bandslam 


WILD WEST SALOON Colleen 
Rae 


_ELASSICAL_ 


LEGISLATURE Ecole Marie 
Poburan 12-12:30pm, Patricia 
Heights Elementary Schoo! Choir 
12:30-1pm; Central Lion’s Senior 
Choir 7-8pm, Praise the Lord Choir 
8-9pm 

SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
Christmas Cabaret: Pro Coro 
Canada, Sonya Eagles-Dill, Carole 
Kube, Mireille Rijavec, Robert 
Clark, Trent Worthington, Joachim: 
Segger; 7pm; $85 


DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: 
retro rock, dance and old schoo! 
hip hop 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thume: Intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
D} Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven with 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt Funk 


ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo with D] SWAG. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with D] Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Urban 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTON 


Substance Thursday: with Urban 
Substance Sound Crew; grand 
‘opening 

HALO Deep ‘n’ Delicious: with 
Diz; $10 (before 10pm)/$155 (after 
10pm) 

HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


KAS BAR Urban House: with D} 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 
Students Night: hip hop with D] 
Odin 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 

classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with Dj Mikee: 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Underground Hip Hop 
Night: with D] Mumps, Dj Dusty 
Kratez, Dj Nato 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with D} Jazzy 
second and last Thursday; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Funkdafied Thursday: 
funk with Dj Leanne Fong 


SAVOY Funk and downtempo 
with Ben jamin 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NRMLS 
WICM Thursdays: electro, disco- 
punk, hip hop with DJ Nik7 and 
guests; no minors; 9pm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Up and Down 


Thursdays: with DJs Loopin’ the 
3rd, Big Slice 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
George Kovaes (piano); 6-9pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


AZUCAR Sonora Tropical 


CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Silverhawk (country/rock) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 


COWBOYS 2 Live Crew, quest; 
8pm; $10 (adv) at TicketMaster, 
Cowboys box office 


FOUR ROOMS The Lab Hands 


JAMMERS PUB country/rock 
band; 9-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Charlie Austin 
(jazz); 8:30pm; no cover 


JJ'S PUB Rumble Bee (rock) 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: Terry 
McDade and The McDades; 7:30- 
9:30pm; $20 (adult)/$11 (youth 
14 yrs and under) 


JULIAN’S PLANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB A Little Bitter 
(rock) 


NEWCASTLE PUB The Naughty 
Divas (classic rock) 


RED'S Prevail (alternative, post 
punk), The Order of Chaos (metal , 
alternative); 10pm 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Tim Harwill 
and His Hillbilly Trio (CD release 
party); 9:30pm; $5 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project; 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Rise Against Jingle Bell Rock: Boys 
Night Out, Comeback Kid, Drive 
By Punch, Rise Against; 7pm; all 
ages event, licenced beer gardens; 
$27 (adv) at TicketMaster, 
Megatunes (Edmonton and 
Calgary), Sloth (Calgary), FS 
(WEM) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 


Superband; 8pm; $10 (adv) at 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen, 
Sidetrack/S12 (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Conners Road 


WILD WEST SALOON Colleen 
Rae 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 
SlowBurn (blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
1:30am 

ZENARI'S ON 1ST Bruce 
Mohascy’s Smooth Trio; 8-11pm 


CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE York School Choir 
12-12:30pm; Blessed Kateri School 
Choir 12:30-1pm; Melody Singers 
lub 7-8pm; Ecole St. Jeanne 
D'Arc 8-9pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Handel's 
Messiah: Gary Thor Wedow (con- 
ductor), Richard Eaton Singers; 
8pm; $30-$70 


DJS 


ARMOURY Fistibone Fridays: Top 
40 downstairs/retro 80 upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Latin band and D} Papi 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D’n’B/house/breaks with 
Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, 
Sweetz and more 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BILLY BOBS LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Dance 
party with D) Alvaro 

CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: rock 
with D] Invinceable; 10pm 


DANTE’S BISTRO DJ Johnny Sky 


DECADANCE Ladies Night sexy 
house with Smoov, quests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA‘S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with Dj 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Freedom 
Friday: Toronto’s Dj Phat Kat, Juelz 
Santana (CD release jam); $9; 
grand opening 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
D) Blue Jay, D] Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


IRON HORSE Urban dance party 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Your Weekly AA Meeting: with 
Jebus and Adam 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Trasheteria 
Live Drag Shows: with Nikrofeelya 
and Boogedy B; 8pm (door) 


O’BYRNE’S D] Finnegan; 9pm; no 
cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing with Dj 
Emmy 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with Dj Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro Blitz: 
best new European music with Dj 
Outtawak Downstairs: Dj Jazzy; 

$4 (member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident Dj Luke Morrison 


SAVOY D) Busy B; no cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE Southerly, The 
Conversation, Old Seed, 7pm 
(early show), $8 (door); The 
Mocking Shadows, 9pm, $10 


(door) 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Friday Retro 
Night: With Jam Skater Short D; 
7pm-midnight 

STARLITE ROOM Hip Hop for 
Hunger: with Flava Entertainment 
and G-Unit Sound, By-Politic Live, 
MFM, Kreesha Tumer, Loboko, 
Fatty Jones, Freshly Squeezed and 
Dj Weez IL; no minors; 8pm (door) 
10pm (show); $10/$8 (with non- 
perishable food items) 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
D) Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 

WUNDERBAR Sergio Georgini’s 
Friday Wind Down: with Dj Calibar 
Y AFTERHOURS Malnroom: 
Miss Innocent, Nic-E, Nestor 
Delano, Juicy, Dragon Bassment: 
Garage, breaks, house with Miss 
Innocent, Bree, Roofio Lounge: 
Deep house, rare groove with Tory 
P; $15 (door) 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden (piano); 6-9pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


AVIATION AIRPORT HANGAR 
Nightmare B 4 Christmas (CD 
release party): Calico Drive, Broken 
Nose, Difinity; no minors; 8pm; 
$10 at TicketMaster 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: 4-6pm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE P}. Perry 
(dinner show); 8pm; $40 


BLIND PIG The Shufflehound 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Silverhawk (country/rock) 


FOUR ROOMS The Lab Hands 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock 
band, 9pm-2am 


JJ.’S PUB Rumble Bee (rock) 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: Terry 
McDade and The McDades; 7:30- 
9:30pm; $20 (adult)/$11 (youth 
14 yrs and under) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR The After 
Ours Jazz Ensemble 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB A Little Bitter 
(rock) 

MEGATUNES EDMONTON Karla 
Anderson; 2pm; free 

METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
Bands and the Metro Idol 
competition; 8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB The Naughty 
Divas (classic rock) 


O’BYRNE’S Captain Tractor’s Chris 
Wynters and Scott Peters; 3pm; no. 
cover 


RED'S O.K. Cadet, Wambot, 
Something So Typical; 10pm 
RENDEZVOUS Sempervirens, The 
Mange, Anoetic (heavy alt rock) 
ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project; 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 
and 1pm (door), 2pm (show) 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Capital 
City Burlesque, The Hidden 
Charms, Raygun Cowboys; 8pm; 
$10 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM Mad Bombers 
Society, Southside Riots; all ages 
show; 6pm (door), 6:30pm (show) 
URBAN LOUNGE Conner’s Road 


WILD WEST SALOON Colleen 
Rae 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 
SlowBum (blues/rock); 9:30pm. 
1:30am: 


CLASSICAL 
aaa 


LEGISLATURE Sturgeon Unity 
Singers 7-8pm; Finntasia Choir 8- 
9pm 

McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
What Child is This?: Ariose 
Women's Choir; 8pm; $13 (adv 
adult)/$10 (ady. student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square/$15 (door, 
adult)/$12 (door student/senior) 


‘WESTWOOD UNITARIAN Con. 
GREGATION A Christmas 
Snapshot: Chickadivas (a cappella 
Keri Lynn Zwicker (harp); 2pm and 
7:30pm; $15 (adult)/$12 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the 
Square/$17 (adult, door)/$14 (su 
dent/senior, door) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Hande!’s 
Messiah: Gary Thor Wedow (con- 
ductor), Richard Eaton Singers 
Spm; $30-$70 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Symphony 
for Kids: A Flicker of Light on a 
Christmas Night: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, presented 
by Platypus Theatre; 2pm; $16 
$28 (child discounts available) at 
Winspear Centre box office 


DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Latin band and Dj Papi 


DANTE'S BISTRO Dj Johnny Sky 


ESCAPE Saturday Night House 
Party: with Urban Metropolis fea- 
turing Harman B and Dj Kwake 
9pm 

GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Soulout 
Saturday: DJ Phat Kat and 91.7 the 
Bounce; ne minars; 9pm (door); 
grand opening 

HALO For Those Who Know: with 
Junior Brown, Waylon Sherrington, 
Remo, quests; no entry after 
1:45am; $5 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday 
D} Groovy Cuvy and guests 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing with D) 
Emmy 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Top 40 request, retro, 
disco with Confusion, Short D and 
Gil); 1-Spm and 7-midnight 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard NRG/trance/funky 
with Jeff Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy. 
STA, Tweek; lam-Bam 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Vertical Struts, Cadence Weapon, 
Noot (Montreal); Dj Esq. {r 
Presents It’s a Holiday Thang; 8pm 
(door) 


Y AFTERHOURS Malnroom: 
Steve Murano (Germany), Anthony 
Donohue, Luke Morrison, Erin. 
Eden Bassment: Hard dance, 
garage, breaks with Darcy Kein, 
Bryan Doyle Lounge: Deep house, 
rare groave with Tory P; $15 
(door) 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Mr. 
Lucky (blues/roots); 8pm-12; no 
cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky jazz 
hosted by Rubim Metha, Lane 
Arendt and guests; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open jam 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Bob 
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PUB Open stage 
‘sundays hosted by Chris Wynters 
Sun rector 119) 


RED'S Cooper Studios X-mas 
‘Show Case, 12pm; Kiros, Winter 


xy THEATRE Christmas Carol 
ae: 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 
CAFE The Sunday 

Night Gong Show: Dj Dudeman; 

gpm: $6 


Band; 3pm; 

(student senion)/$12 (discounts 
wwailable for student groups) at TK 
con the Square 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Martinis 


(recorder quintet); noon; 
donations 


LECISLATURE Christian Music 
Society Community Band 7-8pm; 
Polonia Choir 89pm 

STORE FRONT STUDIO Sing 


‘Messiah Sing: David Garber 
(conductor); 3pm; $10/$7 (door) 


DJS 


—SFS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improve, Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Stardust 
Lounge: with Mz Bianca and Mz 
‘Vanity Fair, D] Eddy Toonflash 


CAUENTE Urban Ladies Night: 
91.7 the Bounce on location with 
P| Invinceable, Game, Weapon X; 
10pm 

DECADANCE Worship with Big 
Daxidy, DTDR, quests; 10am-close 


forgotten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F, 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; 9pm (doar); no cover 
ONE ON WHYTE Vinyl side 
Sundays: with top spin Djs 
RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 
Night 

SAVOY Mondo Electreau: surf, 
garage with Dj Dan Electreau: 


STOLLU'S Stolli’s House Arrest: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Self 
Help Sundays: punk rock, hip hop 
with DJ Slipped Dise 
WUNDERBAR A Whole Lot of 
Shakin’ Sundays: rockabilly, psy- 
chobilly 


MON 
LIVE MUSIC 
EEE 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham's 
Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 


L.B.’S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
am; no cover 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Danny Michel, Jody Glenhamn; $13 
(ady) at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Listen Records, Megatunes, HUB, 
SUB, CAB, ETLC info desks, 
Powerplant U of A 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


O’BYRNE’S Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 10pm-12:30am; no 
cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays, hosted by Ben Spencer; 
9pm; no cover 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Brian Evans; 
8pm; tickets available at Winspear 
box office 


CLASSICAL 
SEES 


LEGISLATURE Afton School Choir 
12-12:30pm; Kameyosek School 
Handbell Choir 12:30-1pm; In 
Harmony and Pepperseed Steel 


GRINDER Soul Sundays: with 
Rocko. 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, 


ALLEGRO 10011-109 St, 424- 
6644 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St, 
431-2437 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


AVIATION AIRPORT HANGAR 
11410 Kingsway Ave 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
11733-78 St, 479-7400 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 
St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
12536-137 Ave, 457-5483 


BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
9456 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street 
St Albert, 418-6332 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 
Ave, 989-2861 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
Soi4 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 117258 
Jasper Ave, 
488-6636 


CALIENTE 10815 Jasper Ave, 
425-0850 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
ais 10634-82 Ave, 433- 
2 


VENUE GUIDE 


Orchestrad 7-8pm; Ukrainian 
Dnipro Ensemble 8-9pm 


SHELL THEATRE Mill Creek 
Colliery Band; 7:30pm; $16 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CASTLEROCK PUB S07 
St.Albert Tr, 458-8766 


CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426-5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462- 
6565 


DANTE’S BISTRO 17325 Stony 
Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St. 
990-1792 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) 11606 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
ATA-S5S4 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper level, 444+ 
2335 


ESMERALDA'S 11830 Kingsway 
Ave, 453-7320 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511-82 
Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St. 488- 
4841 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 15505- 
118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606, 


GRINDER 10957-124 St 453- 
1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-103 ST, 
423-7707 


HONEST MUR’S BAR AND 
GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 


HORIZON STAGE 1007 


Py 


512 (discounts 
available for student groups) at 
door, Dow Centre box office 


UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON Celebrate... Light: 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, Ryan 
Sigurdson, Chickadivas, Chorealis; 


pm; free 
Dus 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; Ipm-Zam 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D) 
Pennytentiary 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Ashley 
Love and 0} Alvaro 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with D])/S.WA.G. 


'WUNDERBAR Rod Torklesons 
Armada: Rock and Roll with 
Herman Menderchuck 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and 
guest 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by the 
Retro Rockets Band; 9pm 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham's 
Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 
by Gary Thomas 


O’BYRNE’S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm, 


SIDETRACK CAFE AA Sound 
System, John Guliak and the New 
Lougans, Ford Pier; 8pm; $8 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the 
Gity; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


CLASSICAL 
a 


LEGISLATURE Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie Boys Choir and 
Handbells 12-12:30pm: St. 
Thresesa Schoo! Choir 12:30-1pm; 


Bell Canto, Uptemp 7-8pm 


Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962- 
B99S 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blvd, 438-1907 


JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


JAMMERS PUB 1 1948-127 Ave, 
451-8779 


JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 
436-4403 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 496- 
2925 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau 
Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
Ave, 732-4583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433- 
6768 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 918-6829 


L.B.’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper 
Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 St, 465- 
8603 


MEGATUNES 10355 Whyte Ave, 
basement, 434-6342 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
10250-106 St, 990-0704 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
8900-114 St, 451-8000 

NEST NAIT, 11762-106 St. 471- 
7603 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
‘CHURCH Advent and Christmas: 
‘Chorales: Tammy-jo Mortensen 
(organ); 12:10-1 2:50; $5 
(minimum donation) 


DJs 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Viva: 
with DJ Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Malebox, 
DJ Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae open mic with Elite 
Reggae Sounds, Bomb Squad, 
Q8., Chrome Nine, Southside 
Sound; no minors; 11pm; no 
cover 


ESMERALDA’S Top 40, country, 
R&B with D} Foreplay, D} jimmy 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with BD] Whit-Ford 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE |vicy 
Tuesday: Dj Spincycle, 91.7 the 
Bounce 


Dj Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Dominion with Dj Scott and 
goth-metal quests 

THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with D] Janny; &-midnight: $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member), 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapa Tuesday: popular 
house beats with Dj Kevin Wong 
| URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the 


| City; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
| 8pm; $5 (door) 


| dance punk, funk with Dj 
Cadence Weapon; no minors; 
9pm (door); $2 


WUNDERBAR Tuesday Night 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
pm 


| JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


4578 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414 
6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 437-7699 


OSCARS PUB 221 Chippewa 
Rd. Sherwood Park, 467-0052 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM South Whitemud 
Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10560- 
52 Ave 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 451-6420 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave 
428-0825 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St 
444-1822 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH 10209-123 St 467 
6531 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St 
426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St 482 
2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY THEATRE 10708-124 St 
453-2440 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
level, WEM, 486-9494 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


LOUNGE Whyte Ave, 437. 
0231/710-1625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 435 
0373 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
9797 jasper Ave 


SHELL THEATRE Dow 
Centennial Centre, Fort 
Saskatchewan, 431-2437 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


| NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo with 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Youth 
Beat: hip hop, electro, indie rock, 


Shakedown: Featuring Hug Patrol 


WED 


FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with: 
Enrique 

O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pry 

Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted 
by Brian Gregg; 8pm 

ROXY THEATRE Christmas Coro! 
Project; 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Ultimate 


Power Duo, Chick Maggot: 8pm. 
$7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Screwtape 
| Lewis, Ellis 


CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE Evansdale Schoo! 
Choir 12:30-1pm; MeClure 
United Church Choir 7-8pm; St 
George's Church Choir 89pm 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: with D] Buster Friendly; no 
cover 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Gurlz 
Gone Wild Midnite: with 0) Eddy 
Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Electric 
Wednesday: Bo Dangles; no 
minors; 9pm (door); no cover 


J4.'S PUB Subculture Night: psy 
chobilly, rockabilly, punk with D} 
Kustom 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with D} Spincycle 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, 
disco, soul with Junior Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with DJ 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with Dj Nestor Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Lushious 

| Wednesdays: retro alternative 
dance with Dj Jason; no minors; 
9pm (door); $4 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 

Wednesdays: 21st Century Electro 
Disco Rock Mashup with Dj David 
Stone; no minors; 9pm (door); $4 


WIUNDERBAR Psycho Nite: with 
DJs Seizures, [ny Bologna, Take 
it to the Hill Rahil 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St 
472-6326 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
2582 

STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 428-1099 


STOLLI'S 2nd fioor, 10368 
Whyte Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


STOREFRONT STUDIO 6322 
106 St, 438-9080 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
Rutherford Rim, 10235-1017 St 
441-3032 


TAPHOUSE 9020 MeKenry Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 
Interpretive Centre, Churchill Sq 
9930-102 Ave, 420-1757 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St 


UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 10804-119 St 
479-2038 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St. 
439-3388 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
10030-102 St (downstairs), 428 
1099 

WESTWOOD UNITARIAN 
CONGREGATION 11135-65 Ave 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912 
SO St, 476-3388 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 
Ave, 451-8000 


WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 
436-2286 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028 102 St 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10180-1017 
St, 423-5409 
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Pius Gaming, AvroGraru Sessions, AND Seconp STaGe PerrORMANCES By DrepG. CONFESSION, ADAIR, 
Greecey Esrares, Srreer Drum Corps, Smasnup, ANp More Cuaos! 


ie APRIL 5 
_ SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


GENERAL ADMISSION — ALL AGES 
ticketmaster. 451-8000 — 

TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES Taste of Chaos 
> Double Cd 
7 % FOR MORE INFORMATION WWW.TASTEOFCHAOS.COM In Stores Jan 24 
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Handel with care 


Adolescent 
chorister Jonathan 
Craig is excited 
about landing the 
solo part in the 
ESO’s upcoming 
performance of 
Handel’s Messiah 


By SARAH CHAN 


lost kids spend their spare time 
Mens sports, hanging out at 
the mall or parking themselves 
in front of a Playstation. Thirteen- 
year-old Jonathan Craig, on the 
other hand, spends his time prepar- 
ing for his role as vocal soloist in the 
ESO's rendition of Messiah by George 
Frideric Handel. 
Ever since moving from Win- 


onseamat Soe at 


Wy =, 


VYADEC 


nipeg to Edmonton with his family 
five years ago, Craig has been an 
avid chorister with our city’s nation- 
ally reputed Cantilon Chamber 
Choir conducted by artistic director 
Heather Johnson. An aptitude for 
music seems to run in the family, as 
Craig's father plays the cello and his 


* ‘mother the clarinet. In addition to 


e|GLASSICAL 


musically inclined siblings, Craig 
also represents by dabbling in piano, 
violin and trumpet lessons to broad- 
en his musical horizons. “We all play 
instruments,” Craig says. “My family 
is very musical!” 

According to Craig, the opportu- 
nity to be such a young soloist in 
such a substantial work was not 
planned. Rather, it was his choir 
conductor's referral that landed him 
his first gig with the ESO in 2004, 
singing in the Symphony Under The 


ak 


es 


EDM 


Sky, as well as this next performance 
of a holiday staple. 

Handel’s Messiah has been 
deemed one of the composer's great- 
est works, if not the pinnacle piece of 
his career and one of the most popu- 
lar oratorios, ever. Written during a 
particularly dark and trying time in 
Handel's life, the composer complet- 
ed this grand work in a span of 24 
days in 1741, after suffering a stroke 
that left him partially paralyzed. Mes- 
siah's association with Christmas is 
due to its history of being performed 
as a fundraiser piece, since the pro- 
ceeds from music festivals were often 
donated to charity. Hence, the piece 
became more of a mainstay during 
the Christmas season. 


CRAIG UNDERSTANDS the impor- 
tance of the Messiah's performance 
this holiday season and admits that 
he does get jitters prior to perform- 
ing. “I shake all over and sometimes 
my voice gets trembly,” he shares. 
“But sometimes when you have the 
adrenaline of performing, the ner- 
vousness can go away to a degree 
and it’s easier to sing.” 

This solo opportunity is just one 
of the many perks to life as a choris- 
ter. Craig enthuses about the choir’s 
tour in Great Britain and the possi- 
bility of a future tour to Finland and 
perhaps even Hungary. In addition 
to travel opportunities, singing has 
taught Craig many lessons about 
performance. “Sometimes it just all 
sort of goes by and I sort of think, ‘I 
set up everything’ and hope it goes 
well,” he says. “Worrying about that 
can be stressful; hopefully I'm really 
prepared so I don’t have to worry 
about that stuff as much.” 

All the pressure of performance 
aside, Craig knows how to keep it 
real. “Sometimes you'll get little 
tinges of, ‘Oh yes, I’m on top of the 
world!” he laughs. “But it’s still fair- 
ly humbling, especially when my 
voice cracks really loudly and it’s 
embarrassing.” O 


HANDEL'S MESSIAH 
Featuring Jonathan Craig * Conducted 
by Gary Thor Wedow * Winspear Centre 
© Fri-Sat, Dec 16-17 (8 pm) 
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VELVET UNDERGROUND > 
10030.102 ST 
info:428.STAR 


SAT DEC 17TH 


in the Starlite Room «18+ 


ALL AGES 


DOORS AT 6PM 
SHOW AT 6:30PM 


NO MINORS 
*WITH DJ NIK7 
DOORS AT 9PM 
SHOW ATioPM 
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Colin James 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
COLIN LINDEN 


FEBRUARY 23 
FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE 


RESERVED SEATING 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00AM 
TICKETS AT THE FRANCIS WINSPEAR BOX OFFICE, 
CHARGE BY PHONE (780) 428-1414, 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-563-5081 


www.colinjames.com 


Highway (true north) 
kh Betty Lavette —I've Got My Own Hel To Raise (anti 
8 Metric - Live It Out (last gang) 

9. Corb Lund-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 

10. Broken Social Scene - Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 

11. Colin James = Lit (maple) 

12. System Of A Down ~ Hypnotize (american) 

13. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 

14. Cam Penner & The Gravel Road — Felt Like A Sunday Night (cp) 

15. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Summer In The Southeast (sea note) 

16. Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (friendly fire) 

17. Kate Bush — Aerial (emi) 

18. Ann Vriend — Modes Of Transport (av) 

19. Calexica/iron & Wine - In The Reins (overcoat) 

20, Sufjan Stevens -Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 

21. The New Pomographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 

22. Death From Above 1979-~ Romance Bloody 
Romance Remixes & B-Sides (last gang) 

23. Rammstein - Rosenrot (universal) 

24. Marah — If You Didn't Laugh, You'd Cry (yep roc) 

25. The Vertical Struts - S/T (popecho) 

26. Broken Nose ~ Goodbye Prudence (bn) 

27. Danger Doom — The Mouse & The Mask (epitaph) 

28. Wolf Parade — Apologies To The Queen Mary (sub pop 

29. Neil Young - Prarie Wind (wamer) 

30. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) 


INDELIBLE MUSIC RECORDING ARTIST 


KARUA ANDERSON 


SATURDAY DEC 17TH AT 2:00 PM 


CADENCE WEAPON |» 
BREAKING KAYFABE 


Every now and again, a hip-hop artist emerges | 
take the music from its growing commercial ; 
context, back to its essence. Enter 19-year- 

old rapper/producer Cadence Weapon 0 

(aka Rollie Pemberton), hailing from IN SAL : 
Edmonton, Canada. Following massive grassroots 


support for his independent mixtape, Cadence Weapon Is the 
Black Hand (2005), Pemberton retums with a more focused 


sound on Breaking Kayfabe with sparring angular 
electro beats, and frantic samples. 


ee ENDS Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Music's healing power 


Three Hill’s Jesse 
Peters finds an 
outlet for his myriad 
musical interests 
with Paramedic 


py DAVID BERRY 


tion of the fabulous lives of rock 

stars, most musicians can’t get 
by on their music alone; day jobs, 
night jobs and more jobs are an 
unavoidable reality for most any- 
body that wants to ply themselves 
musically. Luckily for Paramedic 
MC and bandleader Jesse Peters, 
he’s managed to find jobs that pay 
him for his musical prowess. It’s 
just a shame that they don’t have 
too much to do with his hip- 
hop/funk act—and by too much, I 
mean anything at all. 

“J’ve actually only taught jazz 
piano for a couple of years,” admits 
Peters over the phone from Three 
Hills, where he attends college and 
teaches aspiring musicians how to tin- 
kle the keys. He's actually got a fairly 


De the popular misconcep- 


extensive musical background—he 


was trained in classical piano for 17 
years and toured with The Peter Drury 


Jazz Trio for several years—but need- 
less to say, few of the people who 
learn “Take the A Train” from him 
know how he likes to spend his 
nights. “My students actually find it a 
little bit funny, because here I am try- 
ing to teach them stuff like, ‘Okay, 
this is how Sinatra did this with Duke 
Ellington.’ Then they come to one of 
my shows, and here J am just running 
around with a microphone.” 

Then again, at least you can trace 
a line from jazz to hip-hop—Peters is 
also involved in things that aren’t 
nearly as explainable. ; 

"Then, at the total other end of 
the music spectrum, I get hired out 
as a keyboard player for country 
acts,” he says sheepishly, pointing 
out that he’s been in some of Alber- 
ta’s smaller towns backing people 
with a lot more twang then he's used 
to. “It’s such a weird juxtaposition, 
but there it is.” 


PETERS IS CERTAINLY USED TO a lit- 
tle juxtaposition, though. Besides the 
whole jazz piano/saloon player/hip- 
hop MC thing, he likes to work a pret- 
ty extensive list of influences into his 
work with Paramedic, from blues and 
fusion to more classic hip-hop influ- 
ences like funk. It’s partly because of 
this jumble of styles that Peters 
recruited a full-on backing band to 


MONDAY, DE 


UASU, YUE Weekly and CRUA Present 


a Special Christmas Show with 
Maple Music Recording Artist 


Honowin 


theatre 
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perform with him at all his shows, 
though he admits that he thinks the 
best kind of hip-hop comes with the 
live band experience anyway. 

“As a jazz guy, I've always loved 


E 


the interplay of instruments, and to 
me, it just feels so empty when it's 
just a guy and a CDR,” he explains. 
“T’ve got nothing against that, I 
respect the guys who are out there 
doing it, but there’s room for spon- 
taneity with a band—you're not tied 
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DINWOODIE LOUNGE 


TICKETS ARE $17 
AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTE 
MYOOZIK. LISTEN RECORDS, MEGATUNES 
HUD, SUB. CAB, & ETLC INFO 
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WITH THURSTON REVIVAL 


to a track. Say if my guitar player is 
doing this incredible thing, I don’t 
have to rewind a CD to let him keep 
doing that.” 

And besides, admits Peters, see 
ing a whole group jamming up on 
stage is just more funky than 
watching one guy hop around with 
a mic in his hand. And, in case you 
were wonderin'z, despite Pete 
myriad of other musical experience, 
it really is the funk that he finds 
himself drawn to. 

“When | was creating the album, 
I took hip hop out of my listening 
library completely. | started listening 


to guys like Jamiroquai, Stevie \ 
der and old funk,” he exp 
2 more to t 

hing else; it really 
tational pull on my 
hen it’s po out to him 
“Gravi owards the Funk 
would be a pretty hot name for 4 
funk song, Peters just laughs 

‘Yeah, no kidd I'll get right 
off the phone and get on writing 
that one.” © 
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King sounds off on 
the state of modern 


By MIKE LAROCQUE 

t’s hard to pull off naming your 
band the Queers, but if anyone 

can, it’s Joe King. With songs such 
as “Born to do the Dishes” it’s hard 
to even take the seminal ‘80s punk 
rock group’s controversial name too 

eriously, and while they have built 
their reputation on releasing fun and 
lighthearted songs, King has some 
criticism for the current state of 
punk music. 

“Punk rock is a career move 
now,” says King, frontman and only 
remaining original member of the 
group. “Bands like Anti-Flag and the 
Dropkick Murphys have made a lot 
of money doing this, but the money 
has changed things quite a bit from 
the old days. When [the Queers] 
started out, it was 
just about doing 
something we real- 
ly wanted to do—I 
don’t know if that makes us more 
innocent, but [playing punk music] 
wasn’t as much of a career move as it 
can be now. There wasn’t a safety 
net when we started out, and J think 
that lends a little more honesty to 
the music.” 

While the band has existed since 
the early ‘80s, the Queers first gained 
serious notice in the early ‘90s when 
their 1993 LP Love Songs for the 
Retarded was released to the masses. 
With songs like “Ursula Finally Has 
Tits” and “I Can’t Stop Farting,” the 
album would set the tone for future 
music by the Queers: fun, energetic 
songs that mocked everything— 
themselves included. While King 
cites the Ramones and their ability 
to not take themselves too seriously 
as an influence, he also highlights 
the American punk pioneers’ style as 
a missing element from modern 
punk music. With politics overtaking 
the musical landscape, King sees this 
new message being propagated by 
punk music as trendy shtick, not in 
the true spirit of punk rock. 

“Take Anti-Flag, for instance; 
they've got the political views of a 
freshman girl at Brown University,” 
jokes King. “Maybe they even believe 
the bullshit, but it’s so conceited for 
these people to act like they have 
this amazing insight and knowledge 
that no one else fucking has. It’s a 
cool little thing to do, to talk politics, 
but you go to punk shows to get laid, 
not to hear someone tell you who to 
vote for and what hand to wipe your 
ass with. It’s just so stupid and con- 
ceited and arrogant to think that if 


you can tune a guitar you should be 
telling people what to do. I hate 
George Bush too, but I’m not going 
to get onstage and talk down to my 
audience.” 


INDEED, TODAY’S PUNK music 
scene stands in stark contrast to the 
one the Queers first broke into near- 
ly 25 years ago. With ‘70s punk still 
a vibrant memory to many young 
kids picking up a guitar for the first 
time, Joe King’s first experiences 
with the music business were vastly 
different than they would have been 
today. And with punk music more 
established in the mainstream, the 
dream of making it big has become 
the main goal of starting a band, 
replacing the soul of punk with hair- 
dos and fancy clothes. 

“When did it go from being 
about a song to being about a look?” 
ponders Kings. “We'll be sitting 
[backstage] writing a song while 
some motherfuckers are combing 
their hair into purple mohawks. It’s 
just a weird punk scene because 
money has infiltrated it—it’s all big 

money. Me, you 
and my girlfriend 
could start a band 
tomorrow, and if 
we get the push and the big produc- 
tion from a big label, we could be the 
biggest thing since sliced bread. Let's 
face it: punk rock has no more hon- 
esty than any other scene today.” 

Not to say that King is simply 
against hipsters getting instant fame 
off of an image and good marketing. 
While he attests that he still has the 
desire to record another great album 
and will be heading to studio in 
March to attempt to do just that, 
from King’s perspective, this forth- 
coming album might have to serve 
as the last bastion of punk rock. 

“J just want to hear a band that 
has some good songs, and I keep 
waiting for these bands like Fallout 
Boy or whoever is ‘big’ now to real- 
ly knock my socks off and make me 
say, ‘Man, that’s a great fucking 
band,’ and right now I don’t really 
hear that,” he muses. “I’m just kind 
of like, ‘Man, these guys are 
famous? All American Rejects? Fall- 
out Boy?’ I keep waiting for the 
bands to knock my socks off, and 
no one is doing it.” © 


THE QUEERS 
With the Whiz Kidz, the Kneejerks, and 
Pind * New City * Thu, Dec 22 
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6. ENYA 
AMARANTINE 


7. iL Divo 
ANCORA 


9. JOHNNY CASH 
CASH: LEGEND OF 
JOHNNY CASH 


10. BARENAKED LADIES 
BARENAKED 


1. FANTASTIC FOUR 


2. FAMILY GUY: 
VOLUME 3 


7 --g 
3, POLAR EXPRESS: 
SPECIAL EDITION 


4. MARCH OF THE 
PENGUINS 


| 5. CHRISTMAS CAROL 
6. MR. & MRS. SMITH 


7. IT'S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE 


“| 8. MADAGASCAR 
9. DUKES OF HAZZARD 


10. STAR WARS: CLONE 
WARS VOLUME 2 
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SEE YOU ON THE OTHER SIDE: 


8. SYSTEM OF A DOWN 
AYPNOTIZE . 


JENS LEKMAN 

OH YOU'RE SO SILENT JENS 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 
(apne 
Has anyone been keeping an eye on 
Sweden? Those purveyors of equal- 
parts-sunshine-and-ice pop have 
been busy in the mad science depart- 
ment, creating a musical Franken- 
stein. Stealing parts from Belle & 
Sebastian, Jonathan Richman and 
Magnetic Fields’ Stephin Merritt, 
they have created Jens Lekman. And 
now, instead of sending him out into 
the world, they've limited him to a 
small town in Sweden. The scientists 
know it’s important for him to hang 
out with kids his age, but when he’s 
at home they lock him in the base- 
ment with a piano and all of the 
accoutrements of orchestral pop: a 
xylophone, bells, charms, a flute, 
string instruments, even a harpsi- 
chord. They do let him have some 
fun at home, though, giving him a 
stack of Motown and Burt Bacharach 
albums, a computer with internet 


% 


saturday december 31,2005 


junior brown 


access, and a Myspace account, just 
to let him know he’s not entirely 
alone in his loneliness. 

This charming album plays out 
like Lekmanstein’s diary. He sings of 
trying to get out of the small town 
(“Julie”), but in the meantime he’s 
always staying too late at parties 
(“Black Cab”). He also sings of falling 
in love with a hot girl on “Pocketful 
of Money,” falling in love with a 
sweet girl on “Someone To Share My 
Life With” and falling in love with a 
punk girl in “I Saw Her In The Anti 
War Demonstration.” You get the 
feeling that he may never find his 
true love, but he’ll settle for being 
alone, as long as he can keep singing 
about it. One thing is for sure, 
though—every time he leaves his 
basement, he'll place a well-worn, 
heart-shaped pin on his sleeve. 


Ye He Fe Ye —Gratam JOHNSON 
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WiC HOPE AND HIS EVIL BOERS 


RICH HOPE AND HIS EVIL DOERS 
RICH HOPE AND HIS EVIL DOERS 
(MAXIMUM) 
ee 
This self-titled album by Rich Hope 
and His Evil Doers opens with some 
solid, electric blues boogie in the 
shape of “Shake This Joint Around” 
and “My Love Is a Bullet.” With a 
minimalist combination of guitar, 
bass, and drums, it's nice to hear that 
Hope and company avoid burying the 
songs in overdubs, leaving plenty of 
room for each instrument. On some 
tracks, they go so far as to push 
Hope's vocals over to the left side and 
his guitar to the right, making the 
songs feel a little more urgent and 
live than they might have with every- 
thing centered. 

As good as Hope is when he’s 
bashing away on the electric guitar, 
though, it’s when he picks up the 
acoustic that he really strikes some- 
thing special. It turns out that his 
raspy rock and roll voice is perfectly 
suited for more rootsy material as 
well. On “Boxcar,” a song inspired 
by Jack Kerouac’s On the Road, Hope 
captures the rambling, restless spirit 
in song, while “Sweet Vanilla” is 
nothing but pure rock ‘n’ roll good- 
ness. He slows things down a bit 
with the stunning “Pain and 
Strength” and “Trailer Girl” before 
cranking the volume again for the 
dirty rock throw down of “Sally, Your 
Parents Ain’t-Home” and an amped- 
up cover of the Rolling Stones’ 
“Stray Cat Blues” that updates the 
sordid swagger of the original. 
Ye tried) —EpeN Munro 
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great gift ideas: 
discwasher vinyl care kit | sufjan stevens: illinois 2LP/CD | arcade fire: funeral LP/CD 
death cab for cutie; live DVD | kraftwerk: minimum - maximum 4LP | gift certificates 
public enemy: power to the people & the. beats 5x12" | posters | caribou: marino DVD 
sonic youth: super goo 4LP/2CD | dangerdoom: mouse & the mask LP/CD 
bright eyes: motion sickness (live) CD | broken social scene: s/t CD | record bags 
constantines: tournament of hearts LP/CD | t-shirts | death cab for cutie: plans LP/CD 


NINE BLACK ALPS 
SHOT DOWN EP 
(TINY EVIL/UNIVERSAL) 


With only five tracks to go in a little 
over 13 minutes, Manchester's Nine 
Black Alps waste no time. This tight 
four-piece blasts through the doo; 
with opening track “Cosmopolitan,” 
laying their wares out to show yoy 
within a minute what they're capable 
of. Spastic guitars flail about as the 
drums bear down on you like an 
oncoming train, while Sam Forrest 
yelps on with his vocals that are both 
snotty and tuneful (which, it turns out 

is a good thing). 

More rambunctious than shambo! 
ic, the Alps rip into the remaining 
tunes like a bunch of talented rock 
kids hepped up on sugar and grunge 
albums, wanting to make a rockin’ 
pop album. The frantic pace of the 
opening track continues as they barre! 
ahead, resting only to catch their col- 
lective breath with surprisingly melod- 
ic choruses. Midway through “Ilana 
Song,” the album’s fourth track, you 
start to get the idea these lads are 
coming down from their sugar high 
and they‘re running out of ideas. On 
“Attraction,” the album’s closer, they 
pull a minor feat; just as you're losing 
attention, they wake up enough from 
their daze to pull things together, 
albeit at a slower pace, letting you 
know they weren’t just playing fast to 
mask any lack of talent. These young 
ones can actually play. kek y — 
GRAHAM JOHNSON 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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siLVER SUNSHINE 
SMALL POCKET OF PURE SPIRIT 
(EMPYREAN) 


———___—— 
When a band named Silver Sunshine 
drifts along packing an EP titled A 
small Pocket of Pure Spirit, it’s not all 
that surprising to find that they’re 
dealing in trippy, psychedelic pop 
sounds—kind of like Strawberry 
Alarm Clock (of oh-so-brief “Incense 
& Peppermints” fame) with some 
guts. Silver Sunshine put plenty of 
potential up on display with five 
tightly-plotted songs, but the real 
thrill of Pure Spirit is the electric guitar 
that careens through the songs like 
one of Wile E. Coyote’s ACME rockets 
gone wild. The crazy wah-wah bends 
of “144, 000” almost light a fire big 
enough to power the whole disc. 

Ah, but there's always a problem, 
and here it comes tied in with those 
perfect pop songs. After the initial one- 
two punch of “144, 000” and “Waiting 
for the Sun,” Silver Sunshine start 
clouding up in a too familiar sound, 
with spacey vocal harmonies carrying 
the band along paths we've all heard 
before. “Another Day” sounds a bit too 
much like an outtake from one of the 
Beatles’ psychedelic recording sessions 
and, even though the playing is solid, 
the foundation is just a little too stale 
to support the fancy strings and 
acoustic picking. Thankfully, “Hiroshi- 
ma Never Again” delivers a dynamic 
ending by eschewing the previous 
approach in favour of a wild instru- 
mental jam session fueled by more 
crazy guitar, bongo drums and a cool 
bass groove. Hwee —EpEN MuNRO 


Richard Swift 

The Novelist (Secretly Canadian) 
He's like a less gay, 

more ugly Rufus Wainwright 

But HOLY SHIT! It’s good! 


Grabs you by the balls, 
But then just wants to cuddle 
(But, um, not that gay) 


Their Skies are Beautiful (Bongo Beat) 


IMOGEN HEAP 
SPEAK FOR YOURSELF 
(RCA) 


ae SS 
I've always believed that a reviewer 
ought to consider the intent of the 
artist and the context in which an 
album is being released and adjust 
one’s expectations accordingly—that 
is, Madonna is not Radiohead or the 
Arcade Fire, so don’t hold it against 
her that Confessions on a Dancefloor 
doesn’t remind you of Kid A or 
Funeral. But it is this philosophy that 
makes Speak for Yourself, the debut 
album from London chanteuse Imo- 
gen Heap, an exceedingly difficult 
release to critique fairly. Heap can’t 
seem to decide whether she wants to 
be a challenging indie rock darling or 
a semi-disposable pop icon: songs like 
“Hide and Seek” (from the ubiquitous 
soundtrack to The OC) and the cloy- 


“ing “Goodnight and Go” are formula- 


ic, predictable pop, while “The 
Moment | Said It” and “Headlock” 
have the darkness and atmosphere of 
early Portishead or Bjork. The album 
as whole, then, is ultimately schizo- 
phrenic, too slick and overproduced 
to be challenging or interesting, yet 
not hooky or melodic to satisfy as a 
pure pop record, despite its admitted- 
ly numerous if disparate highlights. 
Yee —Ross Moroz 


American Eyes 


PROZZAK 
CRUEL CRUEL WORLD 
(MAPLE MUSIC) 


SS a SSS 
Here we go again with Prozzak, the 
animated band created by Jay Levine 
and James Bryan of the Philosopher 
Kings. It was back in 1998 that their 
cartoon alter egos (Simon and Milo, 
respectively) first burst onto television 
screens with the addictive “Sucks to Be 
You,” and they're finally here with their 
third album of techno-flavoured pop. 
Cruel Cruel World isn’t blazing any new 
trails, though, with its similar, if some- 
what updated sound. The first track, 
“When | Think of You” throws out a 
funky rock guitar riff, but it quickly falls 
into the same familiar pattern of 
thumping, spoken-word chorus, fol- 
lowed by more thumping and a bit of 
singing for the unmemorable chorus. 
And that’s a bit of a problem that 
recurs throughout the album. The rou- 
tine sound does nothing to make any- 
one forget that the primary focus of 
this band is a gimmick. So many of the 
songs follow the same predictable path 
that the characters end up as the most 
interesting things going on, and they 
just aren’t that compelling. It doesn’t 
have to be that way, though. Some- 
time around the mellow ‘70s groove of 
the heartbreaking “Don’t Love Me 
That Way,” Prozzak actually overcome 
their animated limitations and tap into 
some real human emotions. That’s the 
kind of life that these songs could use a 
little more often. #¥%* —EoeN Munro 
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Never Trust Anything that Bleeds (SideOneDummy) 
Clean, over-produced, 

Slick-as-my-freshly-waxed-balls 

Corporate punk rock 


it seems this is the 


Musical equivalent 


Scott Stapp Korn 

The Great Divide (Wind-Up) See You On the Other Side (EMI!) 
Well, not much has changed Some people like ‘em 

He's still pumping out cheese and But then, some people enjoy 

He’s still a douchebag Getting pooped on, too 
SamaraLubelski Tall Dwarves 

Spectacular of Passages (The Social Registry) Weeville (Cloud Recordings) 
Aniceenoughdisc It’s the missing link 

But it’s just mumbling, sighing Between good Pavement discs and 
And pretty guitar : That Oberst asshole! 

Cinderpop Various Artists 


Music From The OC Mix 5 (Warner Bros) 


Of jumping the shark. 


us 
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For a song 


Local folk and blues 
musicians gather 
for A Christmas 
Carol Project 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


ormed her role as Tiny Tim in A 

(Christmas Carol Project since 
it began 10 years ago, and like many 
of us, the story of Ebenezer Scrooge’s 
epiphany is one that she knows very 
well, she still tries to read the classic 
Dickens tale every fall in preparation 
for the show. The folk and blues ver- 
sion of A Christmas Carol features 
some 20 songs by a handful of local 
musicians, including Dunn, Dale 


E=: though Maria Dunn has per- 
f 


Ladouceur, Terry Morrison and Bill 
Bourne. And although she loves the 
story, it’s one that the local musician 
sees as, unfortunately, still relevant. 
“It's a story about consumption 
in these days,” says Dunn. “It’s the 
story that money is number one— 
above and beyond human relation- 
ships. The way he treats his clerk 
Bob Crachit and Tiny Tim, who has 
no hope of living because he can't 
get the healthcare and decent food 
he needs. I mean, it’s so relevant to 
what we are living in our society, 
where some people have a lot of 
money, and a lot of us are doing 
okay, we're middle class, or we can 
make ends meet, we have shelter 
and food, but theré’s an awful lot of 
people that are struggling—one pay- 
cheque away. It’s very wrong that in 
a plowince as ealey as ours ee 


we have a food bank.” 

But then, anybody familiar with 
Dunn’s work knows that politics are 
never too far removed. In 2001, she 
held a residency with the Edmonton 
Labour Council to work on songs 
that told the stories of workers of 
Alberta and their struggles, and for 


THEATRE 


May Week 2005, the Juno-nominat- 
ed musician performed those songs 
in Troublemakers: Working Albertans, 
1900-1950, a multimedia show made 
in collaboration with Don Bouzek. 
It’s a path, she says, that her involve- 
ment with A Christmas Carol Project 
helped her to take. 

“The first show was ‘96, and I 
was still hadn't written all sat many 


The wrath 


Undiscover’d 
Country is an 
ambitious cross- 
pollination of Hamlet, 
Canadian politics 
and the aboriginal 
experience 

By DAVID BERRY 


ever has to sift through the mind 

of Scott Douglas. If the play- 
wright should ever sit down to have 
his mind picked through, the 
unlucky Freudian on the other end 
will have to hack and slash his way 
through intertwined vines and 
underbrush of Shakespearean drama, 
Canadian politics, postmodern.phi- 
losophy and a knowledge of never- 
even-alive languages. And that’s 
only part of one play. e = 

From this dense stock comes 
Douglas’s latest work, Undiscover’d 
Country, a play so packed with 
ideas, so infused with ambition, it’s 
hard to identify, let alone relate, all 
the angles Douglas is forcing into 


p::. the poor psychiatrist who 


perspective here. Country is what 
could with some disservice be called 
a modern-day Hamlet, replacing the 
angst-filled Dane with the aboriginal 
experience in Canada, and the dou- 
ble-crossing interloper with the 
Prime Minister. 

This certainly isn’t the full story, 
though. Daniel (Sheldon Elter) is a 
computer wizard and an adopted 
Native man with no ties to his her- 


THEATRE 


itage. He begins to be visited by a 
ghost (Dwight Paul) who speaks 
only in Cree, and through a series of 
events, including meeting an ecstat- 
ic, Esperanto-speaking raver (Tracy 
Penner) and her family, designing a 
defensive system for a top-secret 
government file and playing with a 
high-tech game, he ends up with 
Hamlet downloaded into his brain 
and is convinced that the only way 
to right the wrongs of the past is to 
kill the Prime Minister (Glenn Nel- 
son). This synopsis is, unfortunately, 
appallingly brief, but there are only 
so many pages one has to work with. 

Douglas has clearly used what 
he had to vey, POSSE advance 


and ended up with a script that is 
as poignant as it is humourous; it 
never feels as though it’s paying 
any of its myriad ideas short shrift, 
and it’s self-reflexive enough to 
never go into absurdity. During one 
moment, while a psychiatrist 
named Michael Fuko (Jared Mat- 
sanuga-Turnbull) is mourning the 
loss of his partner, York, Daniel 
starts in with, “Alas, poor York....” 
before he’s abruptly silenced. Clever 
moments like this pop up repeated- 
ly, keeping you aware of Douglas's 
intentions, but also preventing the 
play from feeling forced or giving 
too much to its sources. 

However, it’s also a serious credit 
to both the actors and director Ben 
Henderson that they're able to give 
all the ideas within Country the 
room they need to breathe without 
getting lost in the denseness of it all. 
Elter plays his First Nations Hamlet 
with the right amounts of barely 
focused frustration and self-doubt, 
grounding scenes with the potential 
to be absurd with his intensity. As he 
delves deeper into madness, he man- 
ages to make several scenes where he 
speaks almost entirely in repeated 
phrases or misguided emotion stay 
subdued eee to be real. 


songs myself,” she explains. “I found 
it really freed me up to be given a 
character and then write a song from 
that character's point of view. If I'm 
writing about a historical event or 
something, I try and find an angle 
into it and find a character that I can 
empathize with that will help me set 
the scene for the song. So if it’s 
about the Hunger March in 1932 in 
Alberta, I picked a certain character, 
and think about how a mother with 
two kids who'd gone down to this 
peaceful protest march, how would 
she feel as this unfolds into. police 
aggression and a riot? And | tell the 
story from her perspective. I had 
written a couple of songs about my 
family history, but this reinforced 
that I could do it for other things 
not specifically connected with me 
It was like a great big light bulb 


He's certainly not alone, though. 
Jesse Gervais is so convincing as the 
prick hacker who is Daniel’s boss 
(and Rosencrantz/Guildenstern), it 
seems as though he took the “Mas- 
ters of The Universe” shirt he wears 
from his own closet. James DeFelice 
is a wonderfully senile Polonious- 
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going on.” “ 


DUNN THINKS that there'll be more 
inspiration to be found when the 
crew takes the show on the road 
This year marks the first time that A 
Christmas Carol Project will be per- 
formed outside of the city—ys¢ 
before the Edmonton run, the show 
will be staged in Whitehorse—and 
she hopes that it will nudge them 
into traveling with it more often 
“It's been going for 10 years in 
Edmonton,” Dunn says, “but oth 
people in other places haven’t see 
it at all. And I’m looking forward to 
their reaction, because I think that 
they'll be very impressed with it.’ 
However, the show also hold 
another appeal for Dunn—it’s fu 
perform. And it’s an opportun t 
regularly work with some local musi- 
cians that she doesn’t necessarily see 
throughout the year 
‘It’s good because it gets me in 
the Christmas spirit,” she s 
“because when you are thinking 
about poverty and consumerism and 
the stress that hol.days and Christ- 
mas shopping and entertaining 
stress that it puts on a lot of people 
you can go, ‘Baki Humbug!’ That’s 
what I love about the story, because 
it really is about the true spirit of 
Christmas, and every other tradindn 
that celebrates a holiday that’s about 
sharing community, and sharing 
with each other. So for me, it’s very 
much in the spirit and makes me 
feel—it gets me in the good Christ- 
mias spirit.” O 


ays 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 
Written and performed by Maria Dunn 
Bili Bourne, Terry Morrison, Tom 
Roschkov, Dale Lad ur, Kevin Cook, Al 
Brant, Kenneth Brown ard Bill Hobson « 
Roxy Theatre © Fri-Sun, Dec 16-18 & 
Wed-Fri, Dec 21-23 * 453-2440 


type who regrets his own involve- 
ment in the residential school statt- 
dal and increasingly loses touch 
with the world, and Glenn Nelson is 
the perfect mix of smarmy charm 
aristocratic sense of entitlement and 


SEE PAGE 67 
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Jodi Tychkowsky 
revisits her 
enchanted childhood 
forest with the 
paintings in Roots 

By. AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


of the architecture firm where 

Jodi Tychkowsky’s show Roots 
hangs, her large paintings of 
upturned tree roots exploded with 
some mysterious vital force glowing 
deep within them. I wondered if she 
was thinking of the powers of 
nature, regeneration, or aboriginal 
beliefs in the spirit world. Now, if 
you go to art exhibitions, you've 
probably noticed that artist state- 
ments are notoriously overblown 
and obscure, often having the exas- 
perating potential to spoil our enjoy- 
ment by making art sound like some 
third-rate PhD thesis in theology. 
Nonetheless, when I walked up to 
Tychkowsky’s artist statement, I did 
hope for an explanation, and I 
found it, amazingly, in the form of a 
simple, poignant story. Tychkowsky 
and I met a few days later, and she 


A. I walked into the serene lobby 
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animated this same story with her 
stirring telling of it. 

“We basically grew up in the 
woods,” she says and explains that 
her parents’ farm, as well as her 
neighbouring grandparents’ farm, 
bordered on a small heavily wooded 
area. This wasn’t just an ordinary 
patch of bushy aspen; there was a 
creek enclosed by cathedral-like 
spruce trees and, from her child’s per- 
spective, a powerful feeling of a fairy- 
tale land. “Ill never forget one time 


=|VISUAL ARTS 


when | went out there—it was March 
and all the snow had melted—there 
were frozen puddles everywhere, in all 
tree crevices and the frost,” she says. 
This patch of forest looked completely 
different with the thaw and had taken 
on a movie set transformation. 
Tychkowsky shared many such magi- 
cal moments with her siblings as they 
played in these enchanted woods. 
“Each one of us had their own tree, 
and each place became a landmark,” 
she sighs. But soon, Tychkowsky grew 
up, got busy with her studies and vis- 
ited her little Eden less often. 

In the meantime, a family misfor- 
tune occurred: Tychkowsky’s grand- 
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pa, who was her close 
childhood companion, 
suffered a terrible stroke. 
“It was really big. He was 
a different person,” she 
says. “I remember all the 
struggles. He would 
always want to build 
things. He couldn't feel 
his hands, but he kept 
trying to do all the things 
he did before.” 

It was painful for her 
to watch him struggle 
daily with his familiar 
tools, trying to work on 
the farm; it was even 
more so for Tychkowsky’s 
mother who became his primary 
caregiver and who had to stop her 
dad from doing things that could 
harm him. Frustrated by his desire to 
work and inability to do so, 
Tychkowsky’s grandpa began to dis- 
appear on long walks with his dog. 
“Nobody knew where he went,” she 
says. “Nobody followed him.” 

One day Tychkowsky decided to 
revisit the old stomping ground 
where she played as a child. She 
found the place completely changed. 
The dry spell that plagued Alberta 
farmers also dried up the little creek, 
and the tall spruce trees had top- 


pled, their massive roots upended 
and exposed. And there, among the 
massive roots, Tychkowsky discov- 
ered where her grandpa had been 
vanishing to all along. “I found all 
these stacks of wood, just piles of 
brush that he had pulled apart and 
chipped with an axe,” she says. “He 
was cleaning up the forest.” 

Since that day Tychkowsky 
began to make annual pilgrimages to 
her “secret garden.” Her grandpa has 
long since passed away, but there, 
amidst the giant roots that stand like 
monuments to his fortitude, she can 
still feel his presence. An eerie quiet 


surrounds her, as sounds are muffled 
by moss and soil captured by a wall 
of roots that towers above her head. 
“T see his struggle, I see his work 
ethic explode out there,” she 
explains, struggling for the right 
words to explain what lies behind 
her paintings. “I am not trying to 
bring my grandfather back, or to 
represent him. It’s this spiritual 
place. I will keep going back.” © 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Music in a Farren language 


She Loves Me « La Cité Francopho- 
ne (8627-91 St) * To Dec 19 » 
reVUE Jerry Bock and Sheldon Har- 
nick's 1963 musical She Loves Me has 
a reputation as one of the most 
charming Broadway shows of its era. 
That reputation is deserved, but per- 
haps part of its appeal is that it’s never 
merely charming—this is a show full of 
characters who say rash, hurtful 
things, who genuinely have their 
hearts broken time and time again, 
and who may work in a quaint little 
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Hungarian parfumerie but live in con- 
stant fear of losing their job and being 
unable to afford to eat. It’s a musical 
where, just before intermission, a sig- 
nificant supporting character tries to 
commit suicide. 

This wonderful, beautifully con- 
structed show, whose seemingly inti- 
mate scale disguises its great wisdom 
about love and human nature, is well 
served by this new production direct- 
ed by Tim Ryan and featuring a 
youthful cast of talented Grant MacE- 
wan students and recent graduates. 
Farren Timoteo stars as salesclerk 
Georg Nowack, a role that’s been 
played in various non-musical film 
versions of the same source material 
by James Stewart and Tom Hanks, and 
Timoteo shares a likable, self-depre- 
cating quality with those actors, as 
well as a crack sense of comic timing. 
(In the first act, he takes a door in the 
face so convincingly that the audience 
audibly gasped.) Timoteo really knows 
how to act during musical numbers— 
he fills solos like “Tonight at Eight” 
and the title song with all sorts of 


comic expressions and well-timed bits 
of physical business, but he also 
knows how to listen to other actors 
singing without upstaging them. 

Playing Amalia—the co-worker 
Georg can’t stand, not realizing she’s 
actually the anonymous pen pal he’s 
fallen in love with—is Kendra Connor, 
who has a way of suggesting the vul- 
nerability that lies beneath her comic 
confidence that reminded me a little of 
Andrea House. Her singing voice is 
lovely, too, and she especially gets to 
show it off during “Will He Like Me?,” 
one of the great ingenue solos in the 
Broadway repertoire. She’s well- 
matched with the equally diminutive 
Timoteo; together, they make a perfect 
pair of pocket-sized lovers. 

Bock and Harnick generously fur- 
nish all of the characters in the piece, 
not just Georg and Amalia, with terrif- 
ic, witty songs—even the chorus gets 
to do a couple of very funny spotlight 
numbers, and it’s a sign of the depth 
of talent in this cast that these rou- 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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pecially “Sounds While Sell- 
of the highlights of the 


youth becomes a liability is 
scenes involving Georg and 
Amalia’s aging boss Mr. Maraczek 
(Matt Goodall). Songs like the wistful, 
nostalgic “Days Gone By” can’t help 
but lose their poignancy when they're 
obviously sung by a 20-year-old with 
white powder in his hair. 


Yes, we now have Don 
Hannah 


“t's very odd to give a press confer- 
ence when you get a job,” joked Don 
Hannah last Thursday after being 
introduced as the University of Alber- 
ta’s new playwright-in-residence. 
“Actually, it’s odd just getting a job.” 

‘The job is a lucrative one, worth 
almost $100,000 over two years, plus a 
commission from Studio Theatre to 


class to perform. Hannah will be 
expected to devote half his time to 
writing and the other half to mentor- 
ing other playwrights. (Kim McCaw, 
the acting chair of the U of A drama — 
department, hopes to increase Han- 
nah‘s availability to the community by 
setting up a sort of storefront office for 
him in HUB Mall.) Lean-bodied, bald- 
headed, his twinkling eyes belying the 
almost prissy set of his mouth, the 
New Brunswick-born Hannah brings an 
impressive set of credentials to the job: 
he won the Chalmers Award in 1986 
for his first play, The Wedding Script; his 
long association with the Tarragon 
Theatre in Toronto produced such 
shows as Fathers and Sons, Rubber Dolly 
and In the Lobster Capital of the World; 
he was nominated in 2002 for the 
prestigious Siminovitch Prize; and he 
has worked as a dramaturg for the Tar- 
ragon and the Banff PlayRites Colony. 

“| was really lucky,” he says. “I had 
really good mentors myself, and | just 
think it’s a really important thing to do 
and | know how miserable it can be 


; ~~“ write’a new play for the BFA acting " when you get really miserable criti- 


cism. So | think it’s important to be as 
supportive as possible [to other play- 
wrights] and to be as useful as possible. 
| think most playwrights just need 


‘someone to talk to—someone who 


they’re not sleeping with.” 

Hannah isn’t just the University of 
Alberta’s first-ever playwright-in-resi- 
dence; he’s also, astonishingly enough, 
the first playwright-in-residence at any 
university in Canada. Why, one might 


ask, has it taken so long for playwrights | 


to join academia when novelists have 
been ensconced in English depart- 
ments for decades? “I think novelists 
are just more hallowed,” he says. “I 


mean, if you were to ask the average | but the sight of him miming around 


Canadian to name a writer, they're 


probably not going to name a play-_ 


wright. And not to disparage poets, 
but | think more Canadians probably 
know poets’ names than playwrights’ 
names. So it’s overdue, and |’m just 
thrilled it’s happening.... I'd be more 
nervous if | were starting a job at 
McDonalds, frankly; that | couldn't do. 
This, | think | can handle.” © 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
or e-mail Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


IGALLERIES/MUSEUMS| 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave 
(482-2854) * EXOTIQUE AND FAVOURITE: 
Artworks by Brian Atyeo, Elin Neumann, Daniel 
Unger, Margaret Vanderhaeghe, Lara Chauvin, 
Gordon Harper, and sculptures by Patrick 
Meagher * Until Dec. 23 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm. 
(closed all hols) * A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF 
CRAFT: Handcrafted pottery, glassware, textiles, 
wood, jewellery and home furnishings * Until 
Dec. 24 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (EDMONTON ART 
GALLERY) 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) 
* Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm; closed Mon * 
Open Dec. 24, Dec. 27, Dec. 31 (11am-Spm); 
closed for Christmas and Boxing Day * EDWARD 
BURTYNSKY, until Feb. 26 * ITUKIAGATTA: Inuit 
sculpture from the TD Bank Financial Group col- 
lection; until Feb. 26 © EXPERIENCE A WORLD OF 
WONDER IN INUIT ART: Work on soap-carving, 
printmaking, and appliqué projects Dec. 27-30 (1- 
3pm) * ItuKiagatta carving demonstrations; Dec. 
17 (1-4pm) with Ted Griffiths; Dec. 28 (1 -4pm) 
with Fran Cuyler * NATURAL PHILOSOPHY: until 
Jan. 8 * THE SEASONS OF PRAIRIE LIFE: William 
Kurelek; until Jan. 8 * FRENCH DRAWINGS: From 
the National Gallery of Canada collection; until 
Feb. 5, 2006 * WILLIAM EDDINS: Collection 
Selection * Kitchen Gallery: INUIT ART: A 
MOVING EXPERIENCE; Travel and transport in the 
Arctic; until Feb. 26 * Art for Lunch; screening 
of Power, Dec. 15 (12pm) * Gallery Tours: 
Weekends: 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30pm * 
Children’s Gallery: T/R-NA-NOG (FOREVER 
YOUNG): By Spider Yardley-Jones * $9 (adult)/$6 
(student/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free 
(member/child 5 and under) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) * Open Tue-Sun * Artworks by Jennifer 
Mack, Maya Eventoy, Eric Waugh, Denise Lefebvre, 
Pei Yang, Irina Koulikoy, and Emilija Pasagic * 
December 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd 
Fl (439-9532/429-2024) * Open every Thu 365 
DAYS AGO: Artworks by various artists created over 
the last 365 days * Every Thu until Dec. 29 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) 
* Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, 
Roy Thomas, Jane Ash Poltras, George Littlechild, 
Joane Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, 
Aaron Paquette and others 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 
10434-122 St * Open: Mon-Fri 8am-Spm * 
ROOTS: Paintings by Jodi Tychkowsky * Until Jan. 2 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 
B-Rutherford South, U of A Campus (492-5998) * 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-4:30pm * LAYING THE 
FOUNDATIONS: Featuring photographs, archival 


documents, and important works from Alexander 
Cameron Rutherford’s book collection * Until 
Dec. 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’'ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave. (461-3427) * ARTISTC EXPRESSIONS: 
Artworks by Lucie Fuilion, Madeline Bellmond, 
Jacque Rioux and Francoise Fiset * Until Dec. 24 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621- 
82 Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * 
ALBERTA LANDSCAPES-THE HUMAN TOUCH: 
Paintings by Christi Bergstrom * Until Feb. 28 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND 
DESIGN 102, 6421-112 Ave (491-0002) » Open: 
Wed-Fri 12-6pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: Artworks by Brad Burns, Matt 
Gould, Jan Hoekstra, Rob Buttery, Heather Millar, 
Laura McKibbon as well as new artists Ben 
Skinner, Genevieve Dionne, and Tim Rechner * 
Until Dec. 24 (open Dec. 24 10am-3pm, closed 
Dec. 25-Jan. 10) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
4445) © CHRISTMAS 2005: New artworks by gallery 
artists and new acquisitions * Until Dec. 24 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University 

Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: 
Mon-Thu (8:30am-8pm), Fri (8:30am-4:30pm), Sat 
(9am-noon) * Laura Evans Reid, an early student of 
Henry Glyde * Until Jan. 4 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, U of A, 112 St, 
89 Ave (492-3261) * SEEING THE WORLD OF 
SOUND: THE COVER ART OF FOLKWAYS RECORDS * 
Until Dec. 17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
* PAGAN LIGHT: Photo paintings by Neil Fiertel * 
Until Dec. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * THE 
WORLD IS BIG THE WORLD IS LITTLE: Installation of 
drawing-based works including sculpture and writ- 
ing by Candice Tarnowski; until Dec. 17* Front 
Room: A COLLECTION OF SMALL MISERIES: Digital 
images by Carole Hanson; until Dec. 17 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) * CHRISTMAS SHOW 
AND SALE: Artworks by previous exhibitors * Until 
Feb. 2 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465- 
6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm 
© CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA: Paintings and 
prints by gallery artists and visiting artists. Pottery 
by local potters and art cards * Through 
December 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St 
(479-8424) * Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm * Artworks by Myles MacDonald, 
Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur, and Dave Ripley. 
Giclee reproductions of prints by Len Gibbs, 
Raymond Chow, Dorothy Oxbourgh, Ted Hesketh 
* Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 1161) * 
SONG OF SONGS: Paintings by Tslila Barzel 
LATITUDE 53 10248-196 St, 2nd FI (423-5353) * ~ 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 


Sun 1-8pm * FIVE DEFINITIONS OF SPIRIT: 
Artworks by Allison Argy-Burgess, Roger Belley, 
Sharon Moore-Foster, Teresa Halkow with musical 
composition by John Caverly, curated by Robert 
Sinclair * Until Jan. 29 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * 
Drawings and paintings by Michael Mott * Until 
Jan. 12 


MILNER ART GALLERY Theatre Foyer Gallery, 
Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (496-7000) * DRAWING THE REMARKABLE 
MARIA: CRAYONS ACROSS THE AMERICAS: Artworks 
by Tara Langlois and Patti Mcintosh * Until Jan. 2 


MUDDY WATTERS CAFE 8211-111 St (966- 
8612) * Artworks by Rebecca Schroder * Until 
Jan. 28 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am- 
Spm, Sun 1-Spm * SCOUTING FOR INDIANS: 
Photographs by Jeffrey Thomas * Until Feb. 26 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6- 
8pm * OFFERINGS FROM THE THIRD DIMENSION: 
Experimental work in clay * Until Dec. 30 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * PRESENCE: St. 
Albert Place Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC); until 
Dec. 31 © ArtVentures: Decoration Street; Dec. 17 
(4pm) $2/child (6-1 2yrs) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1 351/1-800-661- 
4726) * Open; Tue-Sun 10am-Spm * LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 
* $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six 
and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * KID 
STUFF: A nostalgic look at dozens of classic toys 
from the ‘50s and ‘60s; until Jan. 9 * QUEENS OF 
THE COURT: THE EDMONTON GRADS; until Feb. 12 


SADDLERY GALLERY, 10137-104 St (429-4092) 
© THE SADDLERY SERIES 2: EMERGING IMPRINTS: 
Group exhibit Dec. 16-23 * Opening reception 
with live music; Dec. 16 (7-11pm) 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Open 
Tue-Sat 12-Spm * A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT 
AFFAIR EXHIBITION AND FUNDRAISER: Featuring 
printworks created by printmakers of local, nation- 
al and international acclaim * Until Dec. 22 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
albert (460-5990) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 
10am-4pm ® WET PAINT: Artworks by various 
artists * Until Dec. 31 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open: 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm, Thu 10am-8pm * FOUR COR- 
NERS: Hand crafted wooden boxes and chests and 
black and white photographs by various artists 
Until Dec. 22 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY 2nd Fi, 11631-105 Ave 
(452-8906) * Open: Tue-Sat 11am-4pm, or by 
appointment * XMAS EXHIBITION: Small artworks 
by Caroline and Frank Armington, Illingworth Kerr, 
John Koerner, Richard Yats, Bernie Hippel, Mare 
Siegner, Gordon Snyder, Dan Bagan and others, 
silver sculpture by Stuart Adams * Until Dec. 23 


URBAN ROOTS 10143 Whyte Ave (438-5978) * 


Paintings/photographs by Peca Rajkovic. Sculpture 
and masks by Ritchie Velthuis. Paintings and cast 


Undiscover'd Country 


Continued from page 65 


sinister underbelly to work as the 
Prime Minister/Claudius. 


THE ONLY REAL FAILING of the 
play, sadly, is its own ambition. 
There are several moments that just 
don’t quite get what they need to 
work, and they are roundly the bold- 
est chances taken in the play. The 
scene where Daniel tries out the 
high-tech gizmo, the one that even- 
tually leads to his downloading Ham- 
let into his brain, is great in theory, 


in the dark with blocks of computer 
code drifting around the stage is just 
too jarring to feel like a cohesive part 
of the play. Likewise in the final act, 
when a rather clever metaphor 
involving the Knights of the Round 
Table story of Gawain and the green 
giant is brought to unfortunate 
fruition in a scene that could almost 
be pulled from a misguided commu- 


bronze by Tania Garner-Tomas * Until Dec. 21 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 

112 St (421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm 
* CONTINUUM/AN EXPLORATION OF FIBRE: Fibre 

artworks by the hand weavers, spinners and dyers 
of Alberta * Until Dec. 17 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Classical 
figure and stil life paintings by Lam. Photographs 
of flowers by Anderson 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main Fl, 
10150 Jasper Ave * Open: Mon-Sat noon-Spm * 
THE SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY: Original gifts, hand- 
made by local artists * Until Dec. 24 


AUDREY’S BOOKS 10702 jasper Ave (432-9427) 
* Book signing by Graham Hicks, author of Barrel 
of Laughs, and Steven Sandor, author of The 
Battle of Alberta: A Century of Hockey’s Greatest 
Rivalry * Dec. 16 (noon-1pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted 
by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every 
Thu (8pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (496-7070) * Celebration of 
Aboriginal literature hosted by Ken Williams with 
presentations by Drew Hayden Taylor, Skydancer 
Louise Halfe, Andrea Menard, Eden Robinson, and 
Gregory Scofield * Fri, Dec. 16 (7pm) * $20 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10155-102 
St (426-2122) * Book launch of A History of Art in 
Alberta 1905-1970 by Nancy Townshend * Sun, 
Dec. 18 (2-4pm) 


| LIVE COMEDY 


BLUE CHICAGO 14203 Stony Plain Re (451- 
1402) * Comedy open mic hosted by Kathleen 
McGee * Every Mon (9pm) * Free 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
(8:30pm), Sat (8pm and 10:30pm) * Lamont 
Feeguson; Dec. 15-17 * Closed Dec 21-28 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 
8882-170 St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 
8pm; weekends 8pm and 10:30pm * Rick 
Bronson’s Hanukkah Spectacular; Rick Bronson 
Paul Brown, and Lars Callieou; Dec. 15-18 * Get 
Hypnotized: with Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Dec. 20 * 
Improv Extravaganza: with Skit For Brains with 
the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Dec. 21 * 
Daryl Makk, Sean Gramiak and guest; Dec 22-23 
* Get Hypnotized: with Sebastian Steele; Tue, 
Dec. 27 * B.O.1. (Best of Improv): featunng 
improvising teams, along with the Fresh Faces of 
Stand-Up; Wed, Dec. 28 * Ron Vaudry, Nigel 
Lawrenc, Rick Bronson; Dec. 29-30 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St 
(436-2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy 
Dryhump * Every Fri (8:30pm) * Free 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 
Mall (481-9857) * Thu/Sat 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm * Every Wed: Pro AM comedy jam * 
Scott Faulconbridge; Bec. 15-17 * 
Complimentary admission through December: 
Wed/Thu 8pm, and Fri/Sat 10:30pm to anyone 
who makes a donation to the Edmonton Food 
Bank 


nity theatre production. It couleee a a 
dramatic climax, but instead it ends 
up confusing and, frankly, a little 
embarrassing. 

Fortunately for the play, the rest 
of it is so tight that the few missteps, 
though important, don’t sink.the 
show. It’s disappointing to eHfk 
that, had they been nailed, this 
would very well be the first steps of a 
modern classic—it’s more or less 
been called “Angels in Canada,” 
which isn’t an Out-of-place descriptor 
in the least—but if your only prob- 
lems are too much ambition, you 
haven’t got many problems at all 
With some-subtle refinements, this 
play could be history. As it is now 
it’s still well worth seeing, if only tc 

: ‘ te 
experience a veritable encyclopedia 
of ideas channeled into a play. © 


UNDISCOVER’D COUNTRY 

Directed by Ben Henderson * Written by 
Scott Douglas * Starring Sheldon Elter, 
Tracy Penner, Christine Sokaymoh 
Frederick and Glenn Nelson # Catalyst 
Theatre * To Dec 18 * 420-1757 


CANADIAN GRAFFITI jubilations Dinne 
Theatre, WWEM, Phase Ill, Upper Level, 2 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * Until fan. 27 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre; 
8928-1014 Ave (425-1820) * A spectacular holi- 
day family tradition * Until Dec. 23 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy 
Theatre, 10708 124 St (453-2440) * Presente 
by Theatre Network * Dec. 16-18, Dec. 21-23 
(8pm), Dec. 17 (2pm) * $27 at TIX on the 
Square, Dec. 17 (2pm) children under 12 are free 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave 
(433-3399) © Directed by Dana Andersen. 
Intrigue, passion and shennanigans abound in 
Edmonton's live improvised soap opera * Every 
Mon (8pm) * Tickets at the door 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscona 
Theatre (433-3399) * A theatrical joumney with 
novelist, Charles Dickens, presented by james 
Brewer = Until Dec. 18 (7:30pm, Sat/Sun 2pm), no 
show Monday * $12 (adult)/$10 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square, proceeds to the Change for 
Children Society and The Actors Fund of Canada 


THE GOLDEN AGE OF ROCK, POP AND DOO 
WOP Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield inn, “> 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Until Feb. 12 


THE INAPPROPRIATE JESTER Palace Banquets, 
3232 Parsons Rd (420-1757) * Presented by 
Randwulf Productions, written and directed by 
Randy Brososky. Andrew Mecready stars 45 Jacko 
the jester, an average guy who's in a bit of trouble 
* Dec. 15-18 (6pm door/appetizers, 7pm show) * 
$52 (incl. dinner and show) at TIX on the Square 


MY FAIR LADY Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park (449-3 451-8000) * Mu: 
adapted from Bernard Sha y Pya 
Henry Higgins, an opinionat 
sor and confirmed bachelor, makes a 
he can transform Eliza Dooli 
seller, into a high society lady * D 
30 (7:30pm); Dec. 26 (2pm and 7:30pm) * 
(show only adult)/$15 (show only children 12 
and under)/$48 (show/dinner, Dec 
aduit)/$39 (show/dinner, Dec 
under)/$42 (show/lunch, Dec 


ager that 
‘ockney flo 


e, 3 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) * The annual 
holiday Euro-style variety spectacle-with seasonal 
songs, mirthful merry-making and antics—hosted 
by international jingle belle, Susanna Patchouli 
and Eros, the God of Love * Sat, Dec. 17 (11pm) 
* Tickets at the door 


SHE LOVES ME La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St 
(420-1757) * Musical presented by Plain Janes 
Theatre. Music by Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon 
Hamick, based on a play by Miklos Laszlo * Until 
Dec. 18 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm) * $18 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior/Equity) at TIX on the Square 


UNDISCOVER’D COUNTRY Catalyst Theatre, 
8529-103 St (420-1757) * By Scott Dougjas, 
directed by Ben Henderson, presented by aye 
Undiscover'd Collective © A young computer ~ 
genius who is haunted by a mysterious Cree- 
speaking ghost starts out on a quest after 
Shakespeare's Hamlet is accidentally downloaded 
into his brain * Until Dec. 18 * $18 (adult)/$1S 
(student/senior/Equity) at door, TIX on the 

Square 
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Self-Serve 
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Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
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Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
or e-mail Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadiine Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 
6328A-104 St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic 
Roots, 8225-122 St; every third Thu (6:30pm) 


CANADA‘S URBAN FORESTS: CHALLENGES 
AND STRATEGIES 236 Earth Sciences Building, 
U of A®* Presentation by W.A. Kenney * Thu, 
Dec, 15 (12:30pm-1:30) * Free 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton 
Church, 13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented 
by Rev. Yvonne Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
Museum Theatre (427-8515/430-7134) * Birds 
of Christmas featuring various speakers and Dave 
Ealey MC © Dec. 16 


FAVA’S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE 
Exhibition Suite (429-1671) * Meeting on the 
first Tue ea. month (7-9pm), to discuss, share 
and comment on work in progress, common 
challenges and and to hear from special guests 


INSIDE/OUT 2005/2006 SPEAKERS’ SERIES 
Education Centre, Education North, Rm 7-152, 
7th Fl © Modern Prejudiced Attitudes Toward 
Sexual Minorities, presentation by Dr. Melanie 
Morrison * Thu, Dec. 15 (S-6pm) 


REIKI CIRCLE StillPoint Healing Centre, 110, 
10350-124 St (452-9388) * Presented by Tim 
Dayna Boetzkes * Wed, Dec, 28 (7-10pm) * 
$10 pre-register 

A STRESS-LESS CHRISTMAS SEASON Unity of 
Edmonton (church), 13212-106 Ave « 
Christmas Blues-Replace Pain of Grief with Peace 
presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine « Sun, Dec. 
18 (1pm) 

WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION * 
Blackfoot (4787-5622); free guided hike/ski; 
approx. 12 km; Dec. 18 (10am, meet at 
Capilano Mall's MacDonalds) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcof- 
feegroup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curi- 
ous and bisexual women * Second Wed each 
month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) © Large tavern with pool tables, restau- 
rant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488- 
6636) * Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur 
strip contest (12:30); D} Alvaro, Ashley Love * 
Tue: Free pool, Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: 
Gurlz Gone Wild Midnite: with Dj Eddy 
Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko Oh- 
no, guests * Thu: Wet Undies Contest (12:30): 


with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no * Fri: DJ Alvaro 
dance party, male strippers * Sat: Theme par- 
ties, leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool 
tournament, D] Arrowchaser * Sun: Stardust 
Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair 
(11pm), Dj Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 * 
www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) * An organization for gay 
men and lesbians in business and their non-gay 
friends to share business knowledge, learn, 
make friends and network in a positive, proud 
space where being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 
300, 11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or con- 
tact7@hivedmonton.com * Programs and sup- 
port services for people affected and infected by 
HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, edu- 
cation, advocacy and public awareness cam- 
paigns 

INGLEWOOD HALL 12515-116 Ave (488- 
3234) * Mistletoe dance and turkey dinner * 
Fri, Dec. 16 (7pm dinner, 9pm dance) * $15 
(dinner and dance adv) at the Pride Centre; 
some tickets (dance only) at the door 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate 
student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff « Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta.ca); Education Centre, 
Education North, Rm 7-152, 7th Fl; Inside/OUT 
2005/2006 Speakers’ Series: Featuring Modern 
Prejudiced Attitudes Toward Sexual Minorities, 
presentation by Dr. Melanie Morrison; Thu, Dec. 
15 (S-6pm) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, 
www.edmilvingpositive.ca (1-877-975- 
9448/488-5768) « Providing confidential peer 
support to people living with HIV * Every Tue 
(7-9pm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer 
counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 
3-18 (490-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS pre- 
vention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * 
Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


MEDITATION 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) * 
Tranquility meditation, Tibetan tradition WITH 
Ani Lama Kunsang * am) * Free 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 
10010-109 St (488-3234) * Every Sun (7pm): A 
safe, supportive, confidential discussion group 
talking about all gay related issues, for men at 
any stage of coming out * Free # talkingwith- 
pride@hotmail.com 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) 
* Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, fami- 
lies and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/trans- 
genders 


PRIDE CENTRE 10010-109 St (488-3234) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 7-10 * Edmonton’s GLBT 
Community Centre, offering drop-in counselling 
services, community access computers, commu- 
nity group meeting space, resource materials, 
and a games and TV area * Christmas Day 
turkey dinner hosted by Men Talking With Pride; 
Sun, Dec. 25; free, all ages, all genders event, 
pre-register 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) « Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: 
Amateur strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ 
Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest Link game second and 
last Thu with D} Jazzy Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: 
New European music with DJ Outtawak 
Downstairs: D] Jazzy * Sat: Every Sat like new 
years: Upstairs; Monthly theme parties with Dj 
Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and 
Mike * Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show: Every long weekend with 
DJ Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); 
Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and 
Tizzy (7-12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tourna- 
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ments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride 
Centre 10010-109 St, 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) 
* An adult facilitated social/support group for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and 
straight youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS Edmonton Transit 
System, City Hall (fountain side) * Dec. 15-22 
(6pm, 6:15pm, 6:30pm) * $3 each (limit of 8 
tickets/person) at TIX on the Square (prior to 
the ride) 

DANCE MOVES City Hall (434-4386/445-8834) 
* Demonstrations and a chance to participate 
in this dance exercize * Wed, Dec. 21 (7- 
9:30pm) * Free, donation for the Food Bank 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS 
Varscona Theatre. 83 Ave, Old Strathcona (433- 
3399) A one-man play, fundraising event for 
Change for Children * Until Dec. 17 * Pay- 
What-You-Can 


KARAOKE 


ALBERT’S 9308-34 Ave = Every Tue (8pm): 
with Prosound Productions 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) « 
Every Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm); with Brad Scott 


BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) + 
Every Fri (9pm-1am) * Every Sun (8pm-mid- 
night): with Off-Key Entertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * Every Thu * 
Every Wed: name that tune 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425- 
4298) © Every Sun (8pm-12); Hosted by Jeannie 


CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) « 
Every Sat (9pm): Jameoke 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (9pm): 
with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) « 
Every Thu/Sat (10pm-2:30am): Debra-Fae 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 
Tue/Wed (9pm) 

HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu 
(8:30pm): with Linda, Prosound Productions 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) « 
Every Mon (7-11pm): hosted by Peggy Sue 


LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave « Every Sat 
(9pm-lam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
* Every Fri (9:30pm): with Prosound 
Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) « 
Every Tue (9:30pm) with Right Said Ed 


PICARDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) « 
Every Wed (8pm): with Christy, Mr. 
Entertainment 


ROSIE’S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 
10604-1017 St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat 
(9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth © Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) « 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 
Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

SANTANA’S « Every Wed (9pm-2am) 
SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St « Every Thu 


(9pm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions * 
Every Sat (9pm): with Prosound Productions 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * 
Every Tues, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1- 
Spm) 

SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd » Every 
Wed-Sat (9pm-2am) 

T. B/S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) * 
Every Fri-Sat (9pm-2am): with Jeannie; games 
and prizes 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 

WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451- 
5506) * Every Wed-Thu: with Jeannie 
WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) © 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) « 
Open Daily (noon) * Every Sat-Wed (7pm-mid- 
night): with Annie and Tizzy 

YESTERDAY'S 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert 
(459-0295) * Every Tue (9pm-lam): Off-Key 
Entertainment with Nicole 


it’s possible there’s still enough oil buried in 

e earth to sustain our civilization’s exorbi- 
‘tant appetite for material comforts for anoth- 
er 100 years. Or it may be true, as some 
researchers suggest, that global reserves of 
jack gold are rapidly dwindling, and 20 
years from now we'll all be farmers and 
hunters sitting around campfires at night 
telling stories. Whichever scenario comes to 
pass, Aries, you'll be happiest and smartest 
and healthiest if you cultivate a simple and 
earthy relationship with luxury—maybe 
something akin to poet Omar Khayyam’s 
notion, which was “a jug of wine, a loaf of 
bread, and thou beside me singing in the 
wilderness.” The coming week is a perfect 
time for you to practice this approach. 


TAURUS 


Your self-image is too small, in my opinion. 
You've crammed your identity into a few 
pigeonholes, and it’s dying to escape. To 
launch you on the path to expansion, let's 
stimulate your imagination with some exer- 
cises. Start by visualizing yourself as being 
the opposite gender. What would your name 
be? Now picture yourself as being a different 
race and having an alternate ethnic back- 
ground. How would that affect your philoso- 


phy of life? Imagine yourself working at a job 
or career other than the one you actually 
have, and living in a different city, and mak- 
ing $20,000 more a year than you actually 
do. Now dream up some more fantasies 
about other selves who might be lurking 
within you. 


pe] GEMINE 


I've lived in the same house for 10 years, but 
it was only yesterday | noticed that the top 
of my kitchen sink had a word engraved on 
it: Lustertone. The discovery was embarrass- 
ing, since it revealed how unperceptive | can 
be. But it was also a sign that maybe I’m 
waking up from my everyday trance and 
ready to register details that have been invis- 
ible to me before. | believe that a similar 
development is imminent in your life, Gemi- 
ni. You’re primed to start gathering in the 
open secrets that have been hidden in plain 
view. Here’s your word of power: lustertone. 


SSS ACANGER sez -vay22 


Cancerian hero Nelson Mandela spent 27 
years in a South African jail as a political pris- 
oner. Once he was released, he became his 
country’s first democratically elected presi- 
dent, helped abolish its system of apartheid, 
and won the Nobel Peace Prize. You, my 
friend, are at a point comparable to the one 
Mandela was at right before he was freed. 
Although your confinement hasn’t been 
nearly as dire or as long as his, your release 
will be pretty glorious. | hope that in the 
ensuing weeks you will demonstrate at least 
a fraction of his ability to triumph over the 
adversity you've had to endure. 


R {LEO ay 23-0922 


Kiss the back of your hand and remember a 
moment in childhood when you felt the 


perfect joy of being at home in the world. 
Give a gift to a river, lake, or ocean. Treasure 
the unique shape and contours of your 
beautiful face. For just 48 hours, be 
inflamed with the hypothesis that your soul 
will live forever. Imagine that your place of 
power is where the tree joins the earth. 
Playfully lower your expectations all the way 
down to the bottom, and tune in to the 
shattering sweetness of life exactly as it is. 
Put yourself under the protection of the raw 
elements. Write an epic three-page autobi- 
ography while sitting in the pitch dark. 
Seize the power to create magic that has 
always seemed impossible before. 


Awhile back you heard a commotion com- 
ing from behind the door of opportunity. It 
momentarily buoyed you. But the silence 
since then has been disheartening. Now you 
may even be on the verge of giving up. But 
here’s my advice to you: Start knocking on 
that door and don't stop until it opens. Keep 
knocking patiently and politely for an hour, 
for a day, for three weeks or six months—for 
as long as it takes. | don’t know if the answer 
you'll receive when the door opens will be 
exactly the one you want, but it will provide 
you with the precise information you need 
to decide what to do next. And you'll never 
get that insight if you walk away now. 


UMIUBRA—_ serza-vse 


When T.S. Eliot wrote the first draft of his 
famous poem “The Waste Land,” it was 
about a thousand lines long. Wondering if 
maybe it was too sprawling, he asked anoth- 
er poet, Ezra Pound, to edit it. Pound 
crossed out more than half of the original, 
and Eliot published it in that slimmed-down 
form. | encourage you to locate your own 
personal equivalent of Ezra Pound right now, 
Libra. You need help in extracting your 


futuresmasterpiece fron the-dross imwhich 


it’s still half-buried. 


SCORPIO ccrza-novz1 


This fs prime time for you to burn away 
delusions that cripple your ability to act 
with maximum freedom. There are two par- 
ticular misconceptions that you have special 
power to eradicate. The first is the belief 
that you can help someone else by dimin- 
ishing yourself. The second is the notion 
that you can somehow benefit from the 
losses of other people. The truth in both 
cases is exactly the opposite: If you really 
want to contribute to anyone's well-being, 
you have to do it in such a way that you, 
too, thrive. And vice versa 


ai) [SAGITTARIUS xxv 


Greenland is literally covered with rubies 
“You can’t set foot anywhere without step- 
ping on five or six rubies,” says gemstone 
hunter Andrew Lee Smith, quoted in Discov- 
er magazine. This omnipresence of valuable 
beauty is an apt metaphor for your fate in 
the coming week, Sagittarius. Everywhere 
you turn; you will see treasure. You may find 
the abundance hard to believe. Ironically, 
your incredulity is the only possible obstacle 
that could interfere with you gathering up 
and enjoying the riches 


A ICAPRICORN cers 


The British edition of Cosmopolitan still pro- 
vides women with practical, no-nonsense 
advice like “How to love yourself after a pig- 
out” and “eight sizzling sex lessons your 
man needs to learn,” but it has also added a 
spirituality colurnn. “I’ve come to the 
painful realization that men and shoes are 
not enough to make me happy,” wrote 
Hannah Borno, introducing the new section 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


Stephanie’s Thai & Lao Fusion Cuisine Catering. 
Your kitchen. For info call Stephanie, 478-421 
or 413-0229. 


classes 


Meditation for everyone! ? 

Learn practical meditation methods with 
Buddhist monk. Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist 
Centre @ Garneau United, 11148-84 Ave. Drop- 
in Thurs. 7-9pm. Ph: 412-1006 
www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


——— 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
2 Call Northern River 
693 for a free class! 


Why wait another da 
Karate School 707- 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
Starting ea 9th, all levels, Edmonton North & 
Central. Ph, 488-0706 for more info or visit 
www.aldiya.byregion.net 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more information 


education 


Turn your dreams into a-career! 
Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


1989 Nissan Sentra 2-door, white, low km, second 
owner, lady driven. Excellent fey reat tires, 
AM/FM cassett, $1500.00 463-5763. 


x 100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 


never used, Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250. King avail at $450. Can Deliver 405-7501. 


help wanted 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach, 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


1 Phone 426-1 9966 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
Emait office@vueweekly.com 
: Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


help wanted 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT, Must have mini-van or truck. Looking 
for reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Evening Shift 
5-9:00 pm 
Paid Weekly 
Will Train 


702-5519 


FOR $12.50 


help wanted 


The Starlight Room wants you. 


Edmonton's premier Entertainment 
Venue is looking for out-going staff to 
help out with promotions, bartending, 

security and other positions 

if you are interested in becoming 

part of the Starlite Team please 
drop-off your resume to 
10030-102 Ave in person or call 
780-428-1099 for more information. 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 


4-888-270-2941 


FREE InfoSeminar Qvyerseas Job: 


Tuesday @ 7pm Guaranteed 
NEW LOCATION! 
7268, Tee 


(Calgary Trail Southbound SJ 
globaltesol.com Ree ten Seren Goods) 


"“The-key to true-cantentment lies else= > 
where.” Cosmo readers now get helpful tips 
on consulting their guardian angels, tap- 
ping into the wisdom of dreams, and trying 
out various meditation techniques. If this 
renowned hotbed of the sensual approach 
to life has finally acknowledged the subtler 
dimensions, maybe you Capricorns, tradi 
tionally the hardcore materialists of the 
zodiac, might also be inspired to expand 
your spiritual perspective. | hope so. It’s a 
perfect moment for you to get delightfully 
zapped with a sacred epiphany. 


A friend gave me a live rosebush in a planter 
for my birthday last June. After a few weeks, 
its five red flowers withered and turned 
brown but didn’t fall off their stems 
ther there, perversely fascinated by th 


| left 


dead blooms that wouldn't let go. Months 
later, in late November, five new flowers 
blossomed, and now the bush displays a 
mix of the living and the dead. It sort of 
reminds me of you, Aquarius. But | su 
that you do what | haven’t done ye 
plucking off the dried-up old parts r 
life today. Give the fresh parts more room to 
grow and shine 


es 


“No snowflake in an avalanche ev 
responsible,” wrote French philoso [ 
Voltaire. | hope you will contradict him 
Pisces, both in the coming weeks and 
throughout 2006. To be in alignment with 
the most exalted astrological possibilities 
you should be the snowflake that at 
tries to question the avalanche, and even 
makes an effort to stop it or reroute it 
Maybe you don’t realize how much power 
your seemingly little crystalline self has to 
change history, but I'm here to tell you it’s 
more than you imagine. © 


massage therapy 


1-877-446-5877 
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SEX 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


PSA 


Dear Andrea: 
Whoa. | have to take exception to one 
part of your recent (otherwise 

spot-on) characterization of polyamory: 
“This scenario is ideal for the rare natur- 
al-born polyamorist and immediately or 
eventually disastrous for everyone else.” 

While | can get behind the warning, 
this statement contains a fundamental 
fallacy —the assumption that some are 
“natural-born polyamorists.” Being poly 
is not like being queer. While nature plays 
the largest part in who we are attracted 
to, the number of relationships and how 
we conduct them is more shaped by nur- 
ture. It’s cultural. Ultimately it’s a choice 
(really a complex series of choices). Tran- 
sitioning from one way of doing things to 

_another is very difficult. You do a disser- 

“Vice to those who are trying very hard 
and very honestly to change their early 
cultural programming. You'd be doing a 
public service if you rephrased it. 

How would | say it? Poly works for 
those committed to the hard personal 
work needed make it work, and is imme- 
diately or eventually disastrous for every- 
one else. Of course, the same could be 
said of all other forms of relationships. 


Love, Happypoly 


Dear Happy: 

Good letter. | disagree with you, of 
course, but that’s where the fun is. 

| actually believe that | am doing a 
service, and rather an important one, 

“Sy pointing out that not everyone ( 

indeed, hardly anyone) is cut out for 
polyamory, and that if it is not your 
thing you will fail so dismally that it 
really would be far better for everyone 
involved were you simply not to try. 

This is the sort of behaviour which 
can be observed and recorded but not 
so much studied with scientific rigour, so 
my opinion here is based solely upon 
anecdote, but good lord, what a lot of 
anecdote I’ve got. I’ve been living in the 
heart of polyamory central (the San 
Francisco “sex community,” egads) since 
the ‘80s and | can’t say it has been fun 
to see so many promising relationships 

4®@ash and burn, causing untold amounts 

of collateral damage along the way, but 
it certainly has been instructive 

The truth is that none of us actually 
has the faintest idea which human 
behaviours are innate and which are 


pologists, 
should point out that sexual jealousy is 


considered as universal as anything else. — 


As for whether polyamory is innate or 
acquired, we can make some very edu- 
cated guesses based on a preponder- 
ance of data points but we don’t really 
know. My feeling that certain traits are 
“hard-wired” has, frankly, as little scien- 
tific support as has your bias toward cul- 
tural bases for the same behaviours. 

| will grant you that there are cultur- 
al differences out there—the occasional 
partner-swapping tribe or whatnot— 
but let’s face it: the most common alter- 
native model you're going to find when 
you step outside the cozy confines of 
Western industrial society is not happy- 
shiny-everybody-gets-some egalitarian 
polyamory, but brute, patriarchal polyg- 
yny. That’s what humanity has tended 
toward when not striving for two-by- 
two heterosexual monogamy, and it is 
not the sort of model that highly 
evolved, post-monogmous utopians like 
yourself tend to find comfortable. 

There are, of course, other mod- 
els—the terribly French setup where 
everyone is married but people make 
certain arrangements and nobody says 
anything comes to mind—but we have 
no models for a society where people 
are not pressured to chose one love and 
settle down, but are encouraged to love 
many, in whatever peculiar arrange- 
ments suit the participants, without jeal- 
ousy or fear of outside censure. 

| would love to believe that hard 
work and plucky determination were all 
it took to establish a new paradigm for 
human interactions where nobody feels 
driven to possess another, and where 
love multiplies instead of dividing when 
a new person comes on the scene, but | 
have seen no evidence that it works this 


way. What | have seen, as | have repeat- | 


ed here ad infinitum, ad bored-out-my- 
skull-saying-this-already, is a few 
couples who seem spectacularly—one 
is tempted to say naturally—well-suited 
to sharing, and a bunch of others who 
work at it, who communicate in “I 
statements,” who process endlessly, 
who try and fail and try again and 
grimly hang on to try yet again, just to 
fail again, hurting everyone involved in 
the process, because they are not, in 
the end, any good at this and cannot 
fake it. What is the point in castigating 
these people for not trying harder? 
They already remind me of nothing so 
much as one Stimpson J. Cat in the 
episode where he keeps feeding coins 


into a slot in the wall, whereupon a | 


door opens and a donkey kicks him in 
the head. Except in this case, of course, 
the donkey kicks everybody else in the 
head, too. Somebody has to stop feed- 
ing these folks another quarter. 
if not me, who? 

Love, Andrea © 


When She Opens It... 


The Excitement Won't Be Fake 


\Wind o 


aid Diamonds Are A Girls Best Friend 
The Legendary *s 
Love Swing $159.99can 
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4 4 
39 


duit Toys... Anyw 


vueweekiy @p> 


in City 


Conquer your fear of public speaki 
Lights Toaetmasters! Meetings Down! every. 
Tuesday at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details 


Leam from the pro’s, Voice-Over, writing, stand-up 
comedy and Radio announcing. This could be your 
ticket to an exciting new career. Workshops avail. 
now. Call Sharkey at 944-1686 or go on line http// 
waww.sharkbytes-studios.com/workshops.htm_ 


real estate 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. _ 
Hardwood floors, large living 
room, bedroom and bath in 

basement. Steel fence. 

$118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


Perfect for single professional estyte - only $125,700. 
Over 1000sq,fl. of newly decorated living space in this 
242 home. Bonus of double 
garage, low taxes, central location (2mins. to LAT). Why 
rent when you can own for less than $700/men (osc). 

REMAX RIVER CITY 


musical instruction 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 


221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
ind percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees. 

Quality music instruction since 1981. 


artist to artist 
| 


FREE* FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pro- 
viding the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 
will be subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free ads 


Window Painting 
by Smith Grasdal 


‘Independent film maker looking for actress 18-23yrs 
(nudity inv). Free accommodation, food and trans- 
portation. Call Spencer for details 962-7885. 


If the HAT fits call for submissions, open to Alberta 
artists. Deadline: Mar. 15, 2006. For info Ph 461-9028, 
em: daNielle@damselflydesign.ca 


WALTERDALE WORKSHOP. “Making the Most of Your 
Audition." Jan. 7 and’8, 2006. Members free, non-mem- 
bers only $25! 454-8606 to register. 


Focus on Fibre Art Association is seeking entries for 
juried competition/show of fibre art. Deadline: Feb. 10, 
2006. Ph Shirley 469-1783 


Printmaking workshops at SNAP Gallery and 
Printshop in Etching and Silkscreen. Starting 
soon, Call 423-1492 to register, info. 


| 


Needed. One male actor, mid-30s or older for 
Christmas play. Ph 475-6193. 


Call to Enter; ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House: Figurative Sculpture, 
Drawing & Falating Make Your Own Christmas Cards 
with Polaroid Techniques Workshop. Ph 426-4180 


Music and Performance Artists! www.PunkTV.ca 
accepting content submissions for shows, video, 
radio, interviews. artists@punktv.ca/780-914-8747. 


orate 


Wanted: lead guitarist for band playing co) 
50s). Vocals 


one-nighters (Country/classic_rock/" 
an asset. Ph 449-9478. 


Guitar Bivens looking for drummer and 
ass player 
for punk band. Infl. White Stripes. Ph 919-3933. 


Teokingitay bands to play on Sundays. Rock, 

blues, alt, Celtic, country etc, Come and see 

Tanya with demo or ref @ The Atlantic Trap & 
Gill, 7704-104 St, 432-4611. 


volunteer 


Fi k Volun' : 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to 
access quality nutritious food at affordable 
prices. Volunteers needed in the Bonnie Doon 
area to help process food orders. Ph 413-4525. 


We believe that all children have a right to ae 
in families and schools, and that all adu! 
deserve to have real jobs, homes and friends. 
Call 454 0701 ext 230. See how you can help to 
open the gate to community living in your area. 


Were you suicidal between 13-192 If you are no 
longer suicidal and eae e= 15-22 
years of age. Confidential. Ph Katherine 690- 

1892 Or teen.research@hotmail.com 


Support the Y.E.S.S. annual campaign. 
The oath Emergency Shelter, Ph 368070. 


Inner City Seniors Agency in need of winter 
clothing. Ph 429-2626. 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants on a 
first time SHOPBUIE ye for essentials. Mornings, 
weekdays. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult 
immigrants. Daytime, weekdays. Great 
Experience! Ph Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived rap Occasional 
Saturdays. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers Needed to teach conversational 
English fo adult immigrants at a public library. 
One to two days per week Call Judy 424-3545 


if you would like to reconnect with your volun- 
teer cooperation agency, or are looking to con- 
nect with other returned volunteers visit 
wwiw.volcall.org 


CD / DVD MANUFACTURING 
300 CDs - *1085" 1000 CDs -*1595 


CompPLeTE PRopucTion CD PackaGeEs! 


Standard Jewel Boxes (black trays), assembled, wrapped. injection-molded CDs with 3 
Colour (silkscreen). Full Colour/Grayscale 2-Panel insert & Full Colour Tray. 


1°800°662°4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages 2 Digipaks! 
© SPIN wwwsnindigitalmedia.com 


DIGITAL MEDIA COMP 


Become a distress line volunteers Tralning Glas, 
in January, May, Sept. and New. Phithe Suppa 
Network, 732-6648. ww.thesupportnetwork.com, 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? WANTED: 
Females 18+ encountering infertility for year o; 
more, descri erience of infertility for 
research study at the U of A. Rachel at 451-9005 
or infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424- 
5514. Help someone learn English as a second 
language. Training materials provided. 


Canada World Youth-Amazing International 
Volunteer Broeame! Youth 17-24. www.canada. 
worldyouth.org Deadline Jan. 15, 2006, 


Donations Urgently Needed for disaster relic jn 

the aftermath of Hurricane STAN - El Salvador « 

Guatemala e-m: lorena@changeforchildren.ory 
/www.changeforchildren.org. 


Literacy tutors needed to assist adults with develop- 
mentaV/physical disabilities to acquire basic 
reading/writing skills, Tutor training, support, material 
provided, 1-2 hrswk. Various locations. Lily: 432- 
1137, ext.357. 


Supportive adult role models needed to share tim: 
& interests with children & youth (5-17yrs) living ir 
residential facilities. Orientation, supervision prc 
vided. Evening or weekend placements. Various 

locations. Lily: 432-1137, ext.357. 


”) 


Food Not Bombs 
Looking for people to help out with cooking and 
serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904-8751 or « 
m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


UinHeparouis Group: looking for creative, lead 
ers who want to learn more about liver health 
Computer designers, health promoters, publi: 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentor 
ing. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Team leaders needed (Nov-Dec) for the 
Christmas Bureau. Ph Lana at 414-7683 
www.christmasbureau.edmonton,ab.ca 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to ust No- 
Fee Walk-In Counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork,com 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? Female partici 
pants aged 18+ wanted for UofA Re explorin 
women’s experiences of infertility. Ph Rachel 
451-9005, infertilityresearch@hotmail.com. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


e the winner must be 18 or older 


© prize must be accepted as 
awarded 


© m0 one may enter any contest 
more than once 


you may win only once every 60 
days 

e Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


© no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


e the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


¢ the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries received 


© by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 


Vue Weekly is not responsible for 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 
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A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
233. programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4hc.ca 
jon. Bee apanaurcly.com, 


Feeling Blue? you can always talk to us. 24 
hour Distress Line 482-HELP (4357). 
A Gta listen when life hurts. 
e Support Network 
adults www.thesupportnetwork.com 
Hottest a sl erat 


free for w me 
aura leds usin code mn BS 


u i 403-770-0990 
lt BeS UNS ) 4 me me | ee , ¥ OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 


169: 
other cities; 1-888-482-8282 


[radios FREED 
Meet Someone 
18+. No liability. 


New Right Now! 


EMALES EN Make ape US per month 

ith a spy ca ir bedroom, Voyeur website 

is extent Took is 3 for young gatraciy ve Ae 
‘Call Jamie for more i 


: “ ; #2 % 
Fs rs o. ere al 
Jive or meet local gay men. Try us for free! - ‘ . is ees 
at IS 0) 413-7144, HEtter code 2310 wr. - = ; ON YOU 
» Gi : ol i 4 j 
sex trade workers [CAL FREE 26 HRS EVERYDAY | : Cals cos 79¢/ain 


TIFFANY. 
‘DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY 
WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


USE MEDIA CODE: 4000 
Grae e@Vine NO MORE LONELY 


a NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


= Pa wes FREE Trial for MEN: | 4 — Ez 5 
ai 702.2223 7 NighiLing chat FREE 
ST MALE CHAT ENSORED ERGTIG STORIES « TALKING CLASSIFIEDS | . s . HOT LOCAL SINGLES! 
All Mali, 


| 

| 

” | : a ; , | 

f ae : ’ \ =f a = x | 

All Live. : : y J . aoe — use code 1751 
i * wait s : rnNn Aan 2919 - 7" 


petasekins 


780. Al3. 7122. use FREE tral It MOBILE PATING FREE TEIAL® TEXT RAP TO 59738. | 


eee 


For Women Seekin 1 Bb Romantic 
Affairs & the Men 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP Over 585,000 
FREE! Ad Profiles 


, \ Me) 
s = Safe » Discreet »» Anonymous,” 21+ 


Pd 
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Guero that hailed the 


the critically acclaimec 


r “E-Pre 


“Hell Yes” and “Girt Guerolito 


an - features an eclectic line-up of artises (including 
hir, Adrock, El-P, 8-Bit and Boards Of Canada) 
handpicked by Beck to creat Guero 


ynal bizarro twin 


multi-dimen 


RYAN 
ADAMS 


The third andifineal iawn from | 
Ryan Adams ittilogyp2? 1? solo } 
album of new and original material, | 
produced SY ‘Fchag feline } 

(Ryan Adare *simmeniradiger aS 
‘Gold’ plusming> OW Lean. 

Tie Merritt, Jayhawks) : 


JA RULE © Exodus 

r Brand new hits collection vyich 3 new tacks 

; rege oe ess H 

eS ae 

| cs aes 

. We Have 2 Brand N 
pr tee £ 1 if 


) Guerolite 


NEW RYAN ADAMS 
4 — =p ' fi 


Dow! town Edmonton: 10232 106th St. 424-6000 « Ed 
a ) Edmonton South: 


ya | 
po ee. ws 
> 
Hoh, Ok i 


vom 


DISTURBING THA Pe: Ct 


) Disturbing Tha Peace 


aibum featuring appearances by Jarme 


Brand new 
y Valentino and Field 


Foxx, Redman, Ghostface, Bobb 
Mob. Limited Edition includes bonus DYD, 


WUEWEEKLY CEP 


= 


M > Curtain Call (Greatest Hits) 


) Various Artists 


2-CDs, 30 hits inctudin Soft Cell 
E 


Deee-Lite “Groove is In The Hear 


Move”, OMC “How Bizarre " Ler 


Give”, Rockwell “Somede 


Dexy’s Midnight Runner 


Chumbawamba “Tubthumping” 
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Tainted Love 


“Steal My Sunshine 
ody’s Watching Me", 
s"Come On Eileen” 


Lipps Inc 


Young MC Bust A 


vir 


Rigt 


“Funky Town 


Nev 


‘s 
se Wes pl’ ont 


Nhen Um Gone”. = 


Deluxe Edition include 


bonus “Stan's Mixtape” COmg 


Radicals ‘You Get What You 


ell “Hit ‘Em Up Style 


Fred “I'm Too Sexy 


& more 


